
 

- KEEP IN TOUCH - 

 

A Dictionary of 

Contemporary Physical Contact Gestures 

in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States 

 

 

vorgelegt von 

Ulrike W. Lynn 

aus Berlin 

 

 

Von der Fakultät I - Geisteswissenschaften 

der Technischen Universität Berlin 

zur Erlangung des akademischen Grades 

Doktor der Philosophie 

Dr. phil. 

 

genehmigte Dissertation 

 

 

Promotionsausschuss: 

 

Vorsitzender: Prof. Dr. Roland Posner 

Berichter: PD Dr. Ellen Fricke 

Berichter: Prof. Dr. Monika Budde 

 

Tag der wissenschaftlichen Aussprache: 29.07.2011 

 

 

Berlin 2012 

D 83 



 



Acknowledgements 

 

I would like to say a special thanks to my professor Dr. Roland Posner for the 

comprehensive supervision of this dissertation, especially during the research years I 

spent in the USA, and for his creative input and high expectations.  

Thank you to Dr. Ellen Fricke for her time and attention, her mental support and all the 

encouraging conversations.  

Thanks also go to those who helped me prepare the photographic material by acting as 

models: Ray and Hannah Chaney, Cordula Warmuth, Gero Preuhs, Thomas, Cordula and 

Erik Baumgart and Thomas Lynn. 

Furthermore, I thank all the participants of the seminar ‘Semantics of Gestures’ at the 

TU-Berlin for their helpful commentary, suggested solutions and points of discussion. 

Without the financial assistance of the Elsa-Neumann scholarship, it would not have been 

possible for me to complete this dissertation in a timely manner.  

Loving thanks are due my family who stood by me during this whole process and who 

were always there when I needed support.  

I would especially like to thank my husband Tom Lynn who not only assisted in the 

preparation of the manuscript but also enriched its content through challenging 

discussions. He inspired me and kept me on track while reminding me to occasionally 

stop and smell the roses. 

 

Finally, thanks to everyone who believed in me and the relevance of this work.  

 

   



 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 

 

Introduction         i 

 

      1. Object of the Dictionary     i 

1.1. Contextualization of Physical Contact Gestures  iii 

1.2. Data Collection and Analysis    viii 

2. Structure of the Dictionary Entries    xi 

2.1. The Expression Level     xii 

2.2. The Meaning Level     xvi 

2.2.1. Foray: Speech Act Theory   xvii 

2.3. Meaning and Use Variants    xix 

2.4. Chart of Characteristics     xxi 

2.5. Related Gestures and Context    xxviii 

2.6. Indices       xxx 

2.6.1. Index 1      xxx 

2.6.2. Index 2      xxxiii 

2.7. Foray: Indirect Contact Gestures    xxxiv 

2.8. Appendix       xxxvii 

3. Sender-Receiver Constellation    xxxvii 

4. Conclusion       xliv 

5. Bibliography       xlv 

 

Table of Contents Dictionary      li 

  
1. Handshake     1 

2. Handshake with bent middle finger   7 

3. Separating a handshake    11 

4. Holding hands     13 

5. Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands  17 

6. Laying a palm on someone’s hand   23 

7. Clapping palms     27 

8. Bumping knuckles     31 

9. Connecting hands in a group    35 

10. Pulling pinkies     39 

11. Passing off a hand      41 

12. Joining in matrimony    45 

13. Raising someone’s hand    49 

14. Leading someone (on stairs)    51 

15. Guiding someone (in direction)   53 

16. Helping someone stand up    57 

17. Arm wrestling     59 

18. Warding off someone’s touch    61 

19. Dancing     65 

20. Tapping someone     69 



21. Punching someone’s upper arm   73 

22. Touching someone’s upper arm   75 

23. Rubbing the arms of someone freezing   79 

24. Laying a palm on someone's arm   81 

25. Clinging on to someone’s arm    85 

26. Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder  87 

27. Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade  91 

28. Prodding someone from the back   95 

29. Shaking someone by their shoulders    97 

30. Turning someone’s body    101 

31. Rendering someone unable to move   103 

32. Enclosing someone’s face with both hands   105 

33. Covering someone’s head    109 

34. Turning someone’s head    113 

35. Stroking someone’s head    117 

36. Patting someone on the head     121 

37. Rubbing someone’s head with the knuckles  125 

38. Making the sign of a cross on someone’s forehead  129 

39. Placing palms on someone’s head    133 

40. Acting as if removing someone’s nose   137 

41. Pushing up someone’s nose    139 

42. Stroking someone’s cheek    141 

43. Pinching someone’s cheek    145 

44. Smacking someone    149 

45. Holding someone’s eyes closed   151 

46. Holding someone’s mouth closed   155 

47. Covering the mouth while speaking into someone’s ear  157 

48. Pulling on someone’s earlobe    159 

49. Pulling someone by the ear    161 

50. Holding someone’s ears closed   163 

51. Putting someone’s hair behind their ears   165 

52. Braiding someone’s hair    169 

53. Pulling on someone’s hair    171 

54. Scratching someone’s beard    173 

55. Lifting someone’s chin    175 

56. Grabbing someone’s chin    179 

57. Grabbing someone’s neck    181 

58. Making as if to strangle someone    183 

59. Placing a hand on someone’s back   185 

60. Slapping a coughing person’s back   187 

61. Scratching someone’s back    189 

62. Group hugging     191 

63. Pushing someone     195 

64. Punching someone     199 

65. Holding someone at a distance   201 

66. Holding someone in place    203 

67. Pulling someone closer    205 

68. Tapping someone on the chest    207 

69. Poking someone     209 

70. Brushing lint off of someone’s shirt   211 

71. Touching someone’s breast(s)    215 

72. Pinching someone’s nipple(s)    219 

73. Massaging someone    223 

74. Throwing someone into the air   227 

75. Throwing someone     231 

76. Carrying someone     233 

77. Placing an arm around someone’s waist    237 

78. Pressing someone’s hipbones    241 

79. Pinching someone’s behind    243 

80. Spanking someone’s behind    245 

81. Grabbing someone’s crotch    249 

82. Touching a pregnant woman’s stomach   251 

83. Laying a hand upon someone’s leg   253 

84. Pinching someone’s knee or leg   257 

85. Tickling someone’s feet    259 

86. Nudging someone with the elbow   261 

87. Linking arms     265 

88. Linking arms and swaying to music   269 

89. Jostling someone with the shoulder    273 

90. Wrapping the arms around another person  275 

91. Hugging     279 

92. Hugging someone from the back   285 

93. Squeezing someone from behind   289 

94. Breaking up a fight     291 

95. Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder  293 



96. Piggy back shoulders    297 

97. Putting foreheads together    301 

98. Butting heads     303 

99. Butting another person’s head    305 

100. Fluttering eyelashes together     307 

101. Rubbing noses together    309 

102. Kissing someone on the forehead   311 

103. Kissing someone on the cheek    315 

104. Simultaneously kissing cheeks   319 

105. Simultaneously kissing lips     323 

106. French kissing     327 

107. Nibbling on someone’s ear    331 

108. Kissing someone’s neck    333 

109. Spitting over someone’s shoulder   337 

110. Laying the head upon someone’s chest   339 

111. Leaning on someone    343 

112. Biting someone     349 

113. Kissing someone’s hand    351 

114. Licking someone’s finger    355 

115. Laying the head upon someone’s lap   357 

116. Hiding behind someone    361 

117. Kissing someone’s foot    365 

118. Falling into someone’s arms    369 

119. Piggy back waist     371 

120. Riding on someone’s back    375 

121. Bumping hips     377 

122. Sitting on someone’s lap    379 

123. Nudging someone with the leg   383 

124. Touching legs     387 

125. Intertwining legs     391 

126. Tripping someone     395 

127. Kicking someone     397 

128. Kicking someone’s behind    399 

129. Resting the feet on someone’s lap   403 

130. Nudging someone with the foot   407 

131. Stepping on someone’s foot    411 

132. Touching feet     415 

133. Pouring water over someone’s head    419 

134. Touching someone through glass   421 

135. Awarding a medal     423 

136. Cleaning someone’s mouth with a tissue   427 

137. Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder    429 

138. Clinking glassware     431 

139. Drinking with linked arms    433 

140. Feeding someone     435 

141. Lighting someone’s cigarette    437 

142. Helping someone into their jacket   439 

143. Taking off / Putting on someone’s shoe   441 

144. Tying someone’s shoelace     445 

145. Pulling on someone’s clothes    447 

146. Grabbing someone by the collar   449 

147. Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel  451 

148. Manipulating the buttons of someone’s shirt  455 

149. Combing someone’s hair    457 

150. Leading someone on a leash    459 

151. Touching someone with a weapon   461 

152. Pillow fight     463 

153. Handing someone a present    465 

154. Placing a ring on someone’s finger   467 

155. Kissing an adornment     469 

156. Throwing a pie into someone’s face   473 

  

 

Table of Figures      475  

Appendix A       479 

Appendix B       481 

Index 1       483 

Index 2       493 



 



Introduction to the Dictionary of Contemporary Physical Contact Gestures 

 i 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Object of the Dictionary 

 

This dissertation, “Keep in Touch – A Dictionary of Contemporary Physical Contact 

Gestures in the Mid-Atlantic Region of the United States”, is a dictionary of gestures 

that takes on the task of giving a lexicographical order to communicative body 

movements that have a recognized conventional meaning. It is the goal of this 

dictionary to lay the foundation for a comprehensive and detailed reference work for 

all gestures whose meaning is manifested through body contact between two or more 

people.  And, as we will see later, to investigate certain aspects of the sender-receiver 

relationship that are unique to these types of gestures and therefore to the field of 

gesture research as a whole.  

 

Inspired by the Berliner Lexikon der Alltagsgesten (Berlin Dictionary of Everday 

Gestures: BLAG), which is being compiled by Posner, Krüger, Noll und Serenari 

under the auspices of the Research Center for Semiotics, RCS, of the TU-Berlin, this 

dictionary is based on the current state of Middle-European gesture research and will 

use the same method of gesture documentation as well as a similar arrangement and 

classification scheme for everyday bodily configurations that form gestural patterns of 

movement. A significant point of difference is that the current work investigates the 

tactile gesture language of the Mid-Atlantic region of the USA.  

 

The Dictionary of Physical contact gestures offers, as does the Berlin Dictionary of 

Everyday Gestures, a systematic presentation of the gesture repertoire as well as an 

uncomplicated layout of the individual entries. Photo material accompanying the 

written descriptions of the movement patterns offer the reader a quick and precise 

visual understanding of the entries. 

 

Also similar to the Berlin Dictionary of Everyday Gestures is that the individual 

entries include analysis at both the Expression Level and the Meaning Level. The 

Expression Level here is the description of the body configurations and the movement 

pattern of the gesture and the Meaning Level the communicative content of the 
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gesture, including any associated speech expressions, ordered according 

approximately to frequency of everyday use.  

 

The listing of meaning variations associated with each communication act is 

presented in terms of the speech act theories of Searle and Austin.  

 

The subject of the present work is therefore a collection of speech replacing gestures 

collected and analyzed during field research observations in the period between 2007-

2009 in a specific region of the United States. The empirical studies resulted in a 

collection of 156 movement forms of physical contact that are known or practiced in 

the Mid-Atlantic area of North America.  

 

 

gestures collected during this field research may also be common in other regions of 

the U.S. or be found in other cultures such as in Germany or throughout Europe.   

 

The 156 types of movement documented in the dictionary are gestures that occur 

through body contact between two or more people. Such gestures have been 

designated by Posner (2007)1 in the German language as Fremdberührende Gesten 

(FBG) which I will call in English Physical Contact Gestures, or hereafter PCG.  

                                                
1
  Posner: Lecture on 02.07.2007 on "Gestures with and without touching the 

addressee" before the Berliner Arbeitskreis der Kultursemiotik (BAKS; Berlin Circle 

of Cultural Semiotics) 

This geographical region is 

customarily defined by the borders 

of a group of U.S. States. 

Belonging to this group are:  New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, Maryland, Washington 

D.C., and occasionally Virginia and 

West Virginia.  

The gesture analysis is specifically 

based on the gesture repertoire of 

this region but does not exclude the 

possibility that many of the 

gestures  
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1.1 Contextualization of Physical Contact Gestures 

 

PCG are unique in that they are defined not just by movement but explicitly by touch. 

They can include all parts of the body and can be speech-accompanying or, as is 

predominantly the case, speech-replacing. 

 

Body movements and patterns of actions executed by a single person without making 

contact with another person are called by Posner
2
 solo gestures (Unogesten). 

Following his lead, it seems appropriate to consider all gestures that are either 

simultaneously executed by two participants through body contact (handshake, hug, 

lip kiss, etc.) or executed by a single person but in such a way that the gesture is 

defined through body contact with a second person (kissing someone on the head, 

smacking someone, pinching someone's cheek, etc.) as duo-gestures. Multi-gestures, 

then, would be all physical contact gestures in which more than two people participate 

and which are generated solely through bodily contact between multiple participants 

(group hug, connecting hands in a group, etc.). 

 

In contrast to use movements that only serve a physical function (for example, cardio-

pulmonary resuscitation or cutting someone's hair), these gestures have a meaning 

that is constituted by the communicative content of the gesture. In this case, not only 

are the patterns of activity and the hand or body configurations conventional, but so 

too are the meaning and possible interpretations.  The conventionality of the duo or 

multi-gestures is, on one hand, as is the case with solo gestures, dependent on the 

culture and society of a specific group of people and, on the other hand, 

simultaneously reliant on the inclusion dependencies of the group making physical 

contact. This last aspect further differentiates duo and multi gestures from solo 

gestures. 

 

As we are dealing here with a special class of gesture, it is important to consider a 

brief overview of  gesture classification in contemporary literature to see where we 

can situate PCG in the context of gesture research. This will allow us to see where we 

                                                
2
  Posner: Lecture on 02.07.2007 on "Gestures with and without touching the 

addressee" before the Berliner Arbeitskreis der Kultursemiotik (BAKS; Berlin Circle 

of Cultural Semiotics)  
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can use the tools and methods of contemporary gesture analysis and where, perhaps, 

these methods need to be modified to accommodate physical contact as a defining 

feature.  

 

There is a thread of classification schemes that begins with Efron (1941) and 

continues to the present day. It does not suit our purpose to examine all of them nor to 

concern ourselves with  detailed comparison. In order to find a place for PCG in the 

broader context of gesture research, it should suffice to examine the classification 

schemes of a few leading theorists. We will concentrate on McNeill and Ekman and 

Friesen, all of whose work has had tremendous influence on the field. 

 

McNeill (2000) offers an insightful method of categorizing gesture with his 

formulation of 'Kendon's continuum' based, as the name suggests, on an original idea 

by Kendon (1988). This continuum is meant to apply to a wide range of hand and arm 

movements and provide a means of distinguishing them. 

The Kendon continuum starts with gesticulation at one end and moves through 

pantomime and emblem to sign languages at the opposite end. As we see in the 

following diagram, there are four criteria that gain or lose strength depending on the 

direction one follows along the continuum: The frequency of speech accompaniment, 

the degree to which the gestures follow linguistic-type rules, the conventionality of a 

class of gestures and the semiotic differences among the various movements.  

 

 

 

Briefly, sign languages are at the pole representing the highest degree of linguistic 

properties. They are obviously completely speech-replacing and highly 

conventionalized.  

Emblems, according to this scheme, are well-conventionalized movements that are 

predominantly speech-replacing and whose meanings are consistent among members 
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of the same culture or group or may even, in some cases, be global. 

Pantomimes are depictions of actions that have a lesser degree of conventionalization 

than emblems allowing for a broader range of idiosyncratic expression.  They may or 

may not be accompanied by speech. 

Finally, gesticulation, as the other extreme of the continuum, denotes body 

movements that are unconventionalised, almost exclusively speech-accompanying 

and with few or no linguistic properties. Here we will briefly note that there are 

numerous sub-classifications of speech-accompanying gestures. Inasmuch as this does 

not concern the present work, it will suffice to mention McNeill's (1992) own 

classification scheme simply as a point of reference. His five subcategories of speech-

accompanying gestures are beats, deictic gestures, iconic gestures, metaphoric 

gestures and cohesive gestures.  

 

PCG as highly conventionalized, predominantly speech-replacing body movements 

with a consistent meaning within a culture or group would fit squarely within the 

emblem category as suggested by the Kendon continuum. 

 

Let us now look at another widely accepted categorization scheme, that of Ekman and 

Friesen (1969) to see if there remains such a fit in their more detailed definition of 

emblems. 

 

In Ekman, we find: 

“Emblems most often involve the hands, but some are performed using the 

shoulders, changes in head positioning, or facial movements.”3  

 

and in Ekman and Friesen: 

“Emblems can be shown in any area of the body, although in the U.S. 

emblems are primarily shown by the face and hands.”4  

 

This inclusion of the entire body in gesturing is important for the present work and we 

will use this as justification to use 'body movements' and 'hand/arm movements' 

interchangeably in the following discussion. 

                                                
3
  Ekman 1999: 39 

4
  Ekman and Friesen 1969: 65 
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Ekman borrowed the term “emblem” from Efron (1941), a pioneer in studying 

cultural differences in body movements, and postulated, with Friesen, a theory of 

emblems in which they offer a detailed definition: 

 

“Emblems are those nonverbal acts which have a direct verbal translation, or 

dictionary definition, usually consisting of a word or two, or perhaps a 

phrase. This verbal definition or translation of the emblem is well known by 

all members of a group, class or culture. (...) An emblem may repeat, 

substitute, or contradict some part of the concomitant verbal behavior; (...). 

People are almost always aware of their use of emblems; that is, they know 

when they are using an emblem, can repeat it if asked to do so, and will take 

communicational responsibility for it. (...) emblematic status is determined by 

the shared decoded meaning and the conscious intentional usage across some 

group of individuals.”5 

 

As we see in the case of PCG, they fulfill all of these requirements and, as such, can 

be considered emblems in the clearly defined sense of Ekman and Friesen.  

To summarize: 

- all PCG can be directly verbalized 

- the meanings are conventionalized and recognized by the majority of the members 

of the group, class, subculture or culture 

- all PCG can repeat, substitute or contradict a speech expression happening 

simultaneously 

- PCG are intentionally performed 

- the receiver recognizes not only the content but also the intent of the message 

- the sender normally takes responsibility for the content of the communication  

 

What is not covered, however, by this placement of PCG in a broader research context 

is the tactility that is their defining feature. We can not simply ignore the haptic aspect 

of PCG just in order to find an easy classification. If it is touch that makes these 

gestures what they are, we have to ask if it, too, can be accommodated in existing 

gesture theory.  

                                                
5
  Ekman und Friesen 1969: 64f 
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In addition to emblems Ekman and Friesen detail four other categories of gestures: 

illustrators, affect displays, regulators and adaptors. In order to find explicit reference 

to touch in Ekman and Friesen, we have to look to their category of adaptors which 

they define as actions performed by the hands or other body parts involving touching 

either some part of one's own body (self-adaptors), the body of another person (alter-

adaptors) or an object (object-adaptors). The category of alter-adaptors seems best to 

fit our collection of gestures involving touch between two or more people and 

deserves closer attention. As we will see later in our discussion of indirect touching 

gestures, there is a class of gestures collected here that could be considered object-

adaptors.  

 

Alter-adaptors, in addition to including touch between people, are claimed by Ekman 

and Friesen (1969) to originate in early interpersonal relations. This would include 

activities such as giving and receiving, attacking and defending and establishing and 

displaying intimacy and affection. We will see also in our categorical index to this 

dictionary that these activities are well represented in the types of gestures collected 

here.  

 

It would seem at first glance that we have a conflict in the classification of PCG. On 

the one hand, we have a very strong case for considering them as emblems as defined 

by Ekman and Friesen and also McNeill/Kendon. On the other hand, they seem to fit 

the criteria of alter-adaptors, a classification that specifically handles the element of 

touch.  

 

There are, however, two main reasons why the classification of alter-adaptors is not 

optimal. First of all, we have seen that PCG perfectly fit all of the criteria for 

emblems making the overlap to a second category unlikely to be that extensive. 

Secondly, according to Ekman and Friesen, adaptors, or, as Freedman (1972) called 

them body-focused movements, are unconscious actions - a view that does not fit with 

our conclusion that PCG possess communicative intent.  

 

It is with these conflicts in mind that we seek a modification of the existing 

classifications in order to integrate PCG. The form of this modification is to accept 

that there are gestures that would currently qualify as alter-adaptors that are conscious 
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and have communicative intent. This does not mean to imply that there are not also 

touching movements between two or more people that are not conscious. This should, 

in fact, be the explicit inclusion criteria for alter-adaptors if we accept the 

modifications here suggested.  

The class of alter-adaptors that communicate should be considered within the broader 

context of emblems and not relegated to a sub-class. This inclusion means that we 

must also expand the definition of emblems to explicitly include touch between two 

or more people.  

 

In summary there would be four types of body movement that involve touch between 

multiple people:  

The PCG collected here are conventionalized, conscious and with communicative 

content and, as such, are considered emblems. Alter-adaptors remain physical contact 

movements that are unconscious. Use movements, which are not categorized as 

gestures, or a theoretical class of contact movements that are conscious but not 

conventionalized and which serve no purpose do not concern us at this point.  

 

This expansion of the category of emblems to include PCG opens up a new field of 

inquiry within the established context of gesture research and at the same time gives 

us access to a well-developed set of tools for investigation and analysis. 

 

 

1.2 Data Collection and Analysis 

 

This gesture dictionary is comprised of a collection of emblematic body movements 

defined as Physical Contact Gestures that were observed by the present author 

between 2007-2009 in the Mid-Atlantic region of the USA. This collection serves as a 

basis for further analysis.  

Here we are concerned with an exemplary data collection. The methods used in the 

field of empirical social research describe scientific observation as a systematic 

documentation of social interactions made with the help of notes or sketches. 

In this sense, the observation should be seen as qualitative and based both on self-

perception, where the observer was also a part of the gesture, and other-perception, 
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where the gesture was observed as a non-involved party. This last was also 

augmented with media observation (film, television, literature and visual arts) which 

allowed for the luxury of repeated viewing and a more detailed interpretation.  Every 

gesture we find collected here can be said to be included in the gesture repertoire of 

the culture. Here we distinguish between active and passive inclusion in this 

repertoire. Active inclusion means the gesture is in common everyday use while 

passive gestures are those that are recognized as gestures having a meaning but are 

not actively practiced  in social interactions for one reason or another. Examples here 

include: 88 – Linking arms and swaying to music, 137 - Placing a sword on 

someone's shoulder, or the meaning of the lip kiss as a sign of socialistic brotherhood.  

The inclusion of a gesture in the passive gesture repertoire will be noted at the end of 

the entry for that gesture as we will see in more detail under the subheading 2.5 

Related Gestures and Context. 

 

The current collection is the result of two years of field work, which means that the 

observations took place within natural social situations. These observations within 

everyday social interactions were open, meaning that the observer did not make 

themselves known as such. It was of the highest importance to retain the naturalness 

of the situation and allow the gestures to unfold without the possible distortion of self-

consciousness. All observed gestures were then either in that moment or shortly 

thereafter, as the situation demanded, captured in notes regarding hand/body positions 

and movement and the context in which they took place.   

Using this pool of notes, a regularly updated collection of every observed gesture was 

made being careful to distinguish between slight variations of the same gesture and 

movements that were only observed once that perhaps were not to be understood as 

gestures. Once this collection was viewed as complete in its first version, a decision 

based on the slowing of the pace of the appearance of new gestures and the 

foreseeable end of the opportunity to remain in the U.S., the period of documentation 

for the dictionary entries began. It was decided for this documentation to photograph 

human models reenacting the collected gestures in a neutral environment. The form  

of the gesture used was a generalization of all of the observed forms of a specific 

gesture. Recreating the gestures had the immense advantages of providing the most 

precision in the documentation, allowing for a unified presentation of the gestures and 

definitively securing usage rights from the models. The neutralization of context  and 
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the recreation of the gestures themselves was only possible in this work due to the 

collected gestures being emblematic and having conventionalized body configurations 

and patterns of movement. 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, the rights in all the photos have been retained by the 

author. In special cases, such as 137 - Placing a sword on someone's shoulder, 155 - 

Kissing an adornment, 12 - Joining in matrimony or 133 - Pouring water over 

someone’s head, we have used photos found on the Internet with appropriate credit 

and a link shown in the table of figures.   

 

Although it is impractical or even impossible in everyday use to separate gesture from 

facial expression, an attempt has been made in this dissertation to do so. Facial 

expression, much like the context in which we find a gesture, can play a significant 

role in determining the information communicated by a gesture. The reasoning for 

attempting to negate this potentially information carrying aspect of gesture is so that 

we may focus solely on the manual components of body and hand positions and 

configurations and movement patterns as communicative components of the 

emblematic PCG. This has the advantage of bringing these conventionalized aspects  

of a gesture into the foreground of the research rather than context-dependent, 

spontaneous or even unconscious aspects, such as facial expression or gaze, that 

accompany gesturing. It was our opinion that the inclusion of these aspects would 

lead to confusion or misinterpretation in the gesture analysis.   

The biggest advantage, however, comes with the fact that a mimic-free gesture 

collection allows, like the lexicography of speech on which this work is based, for a 

polysemy at the level of meaning. This would not be possible with the inclusion of 

expression or gaze as they are often the deciding factor in how a gesture is to be 

interpreted when the physical movement remains the same. For example, 128 – 

Kicking someone’s behind without consideration of accompanying facial expression 

can just as well mean ‘encouraging or inspiring someone to action’ or ‘kicking 

someone out or punishing someone’.  Each interpretation would be accompanied by 

its own facial expression. Here we see that the photographic documentation of the 

gesture with one or the other facial expression would necessarily predispose the 

reader toward that interpretation and possibly even exclude other meaning variations. 

Were we to document the individual facial expressions that could accompany each 
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gesture, the gesture collection would quickly grow to unmanageable proportions as 

each possible meaning of the same conventionalized movements and body 

configurations would require its own entry. In our opinion, this would have the effect 

of making this dictionary an analysis of facial expression rather than of gesture. An 

added benefit of this manner of presentation is that the current work can act as a stable 

foundation for future research into the meaning of polysemic physical contact 

emblems that includes the additional articulators that have here been relegated to the 

background. 

 

Intentionally removing the influence of facial expression on meaning has a direct 

effect on the method of photographic documentation for the dictionary.  Here we have 

chosen to employ a blur effect on all of the body parts, including the face, that are not 

involved in performance of the gesture. This draws attention to the in-focus body and 

hand configurations important to the gesture and gives the reader a clear 

representation of the body parts and movements that define the gesture. 

 

To summarize this section, we have seen that this dictionary is comprised of a 

collection of 156 movement patterns defining Physical Contact Gestures that were 

observed in the Mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. during the period from 2007-2009. 

These gestures can be part of the active or passive gesture repertoire depending on 

whether they are simply recognized or also actively performed in the cultural space. 

We have intentionally omitted the role of facial expression and gaze in fixing the 

meaning of a gesture in order to focus on the aspect of physical contact, which is what 

defines these gestures and distinguishes them from solo gestures. Furthermore, it is 

hoped that this collection can serve as a basis for future discussion and research into 

PCG by providing a framework for observation and analysis that can be applied in 

other cultures or to expand the present volume.  

 

 

2. Structure of the Dictionary Entries 

 

As previously mentioned, the Dictionary of Physical Contact Gestures follows certain 

structural conventions of the Berlin Dictionary of Everyday Gestures (BLAG), a work 
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which has been led by Dr. Roland Posner and which has its roots in the 

interdisciplinary research project "Gesture recognition with sensor gloves" 

(Gebärdenerkennung mit Sensorhandschuh) at the Technical University of Berlin.  

Their dictionary has the goal of documenting and describing all speech-replacing 

gestures in everyday use in the Middle European cultural sphere that are defined with 

conventional meanings and standardized movement patterns.  

 

Inspired by the BLAG, the individual entries of the Dictionary of Physical Contact 

Gestures are structured in such a way that they are comprised of an analysis of both 

the expression level and the meaning level.  

 

For each entry it was important to establish the gesture as a formal entity, as a sign, in 

order to analyze the meaning level. To this end, each entry has a unique title as 

headline which then, naturally, serves as a navigation reference for the table of 

contents and the indices. The gestures are also numbered according to their position in 

the dictionary which has been determined by the body parts used in executing the 

gesture. This order is always based on the sender and begins with the hands moving 

inwards over arms and shoulders then from top to bottom:  head, upper torso, lower 

torso, legs and feet. This classification scheme will be discussed in more detail  in the 

chapter of this introduction concerning the two indices.  

 

 

2.1 The Expression Level 

 

Each entry title can be viewed as a compact description of the body movement 

involved in the gesture. This description is strictly on the morphological level, 

however, and does not draw upon the meaning of the gesture.   

   

Gesture 59 is therefore titled Placing a hand on someone’s 

back rather than “Demonstrating Support”, which would 

already be at the level of meaning. 
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Following the entry title is a photo that shows the stroke6 of the gesture. 

In his article, which appeared in Volume 7 (3) of the Semiotic Review of Books, 

Kendon defines gestures as ‘excursions’, which means they are phrases of action that 

move away from a rest position and return to a rest position. In this gesture-form-

theory Kendon states that  

“Such excursions always have a ‘centre’ (recognized by naive subjects as the 

‘business’ of the movement, what the movement actually ‘does’ or what it was 

‘meant for’). This (since Kendon 1980) has been referred to by some as the 

‘stroke’ of the gesture phrase”7 

 

These photos, then, capture the stroke of the gesture. Whenever it was necessary for 

the understanding of the flow of movement, the gesture phrase is presented in the 

form of a series of photos that help to demonstrate the sequence of the gesture 

movements. These photos or series of photos should be a representative  display of 

the conventional movements of a gesture and aim to provide the reader a quick visual 

reference. 

 

Under the subtitle Expression, follows a detailed written description of the 

movements and hand and body configurations used while performing the gesture. 

Here again, an attempt is made to avoid descriptive elements that come from the 

interpretation or meaning of the gesture.  

 

In order to understand better the type of verbal description used here, we will take a 

sample from entry 1 - Handshake: 

While standing face to face with P2, P1 lifts the right hand toward the front of 

his or her body in a slightly left diagonal with the right arm either straight or 

                                                
6
 see Kendon 1980 (quote to follow in the text) 

7
 Kendon 1996: 8 

Gesture 37 is titled Rubbing someone’s head with the 

knuckles instead of “Expressing a position of authority”, 

as this last would no longer be a desription of the 

physical movement but rather an interpretation. 
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bent at the elbow. The hand is held in a horizontal B-shape with the palm 

facing inward and the thumb extended vertically. The hand is held out to meet 

the extended right hand of P2. Both hands meet, palms touching, and the 

fingers wrap around the bottom of the other’s hand in a slightly C-shaped grip 

with the thumb on top pointing toward fingertips of the same hand. P1 and P2 

then either squeeze the hand or briefly pump their hands once or several times 

in the same movement. This pumping movement involves lifting the joined 

hands slightly above the horizontal plane of the starting position, then 

dropping slightly below this plane and returning to the original position. 

 

In order to make the description of specific hand configurations more easily 

understood, and extending a practice already employed by other gesture researchers 

(see for example Stokoe 1960, McNeill 1992, Kendon 2004), the finger alphabet of 

American Sign Language (ASL) will be used. A reference page is attached to the 

dictionary as appendix A. Each hand configuration can therefore be based upon a 

known hand shape, even in cases where the gesture requires a slight variation of this 

shape.  

For example in the handshake we see: 

in a horizontal B-shape with the palm facing inward and the thumb extended 

vertically. 

 

Here the hand shape of the ASL letter 'B' serves as a foundation for the description of 

the physical movements of the gesture. Starting from this shape, the hand used for the 

handshake is not vertically oriented, as in ASL (shown in Fig 1), but held 

horizontally, with the surface of the palm facing inwards and the thumb raised 

vertically (Fig 2).  

 Fig 1   Fig 2
 

 

In the descriptions the palms are indicated as pointing up, down, inwards or outwards. 

The directions are intentionally neutral with regards to handedness. They are always 
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relative to the plane of the body of the gesturer so that 'inwards' always means toward 

the plane of the body and 'outward' away from the body. This applies, then, better 

than 'right' or 'left' which would be confusing depending on the handedness of the 

person gesturing.  

Additionally, the surface of the hands face a certain direction while the fingers point 

in a specific direction with the tips. 

 

In order to make the descriptive texts easier to understand, it is advantageous to use 

variables that are used consistently in all entries. For the non-reciprocal gestures, the 

sender, that is, the participant who initiates the movement pattern, will be called P1 

and the receiver P2. Additional participants to the gesture will simply be numbered  

consecutively P3, P4, etc. People outside of the sphere of body contact who, by their 

observation of the contact gesture are potential or actual addressees of the 

communication, will be called Px.  

With reciprocal gestures, where, as we will see later, there is a lack of clarity between 

sender and receiver, these numbers will simply be consecutive and used to clarify 

which participant is being referred in the descriptive sentences.  

 

After the comprehensive verbal description, as far as it is relevant to the gesture, 

comes the sub-line 'Expression variants' which precedes a listing of possible 

variations that can be made in executing the gesture.  

These expression variants, together with the prototypical and most conventionalized 

expression of the body movement, form a 'gesture family'.  

Consider, for example, the variations of  1 – Handshake: 

 a) Handshake with both hands 

 b) Handshake with grip of arm 
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 c) Handshake with clap on shoulder 

 d) Handshake with bow 

 e) Handshake with left hands 

 

Expression variations a - e and the original detailed description of the handshake on 

the level of expression together form a gesture family. Not every gesture that is 

presented will have variations. For example, 109 – Spitting over someone’s shoulder, 

can be executed arbitrarily over the left or right shoulder of the receiver. This 

variation in the 'handedness' of a gesture will not be viewed as an expression variant  

but rather as a modification of the body, configuration and movement remain 

unchanged.  

 

2.2 The Meaning Level 

 

In addition to the level of expression, each gesture entry is analyzed on the level of 

meaning. Once the morphological form of the gesture has been described in terms of 

body configuration and movement, the semantic structure is analyzed in the form of 

communicative meaning.  This analysis of the communication acts comes under the 

heading ‘Meaning and Use Variants’. The gestures are investigated using ideas and 

terminology from the speech act theories developed by John Austin and John Searle. 

These theories have been used, as the name suggests, to interpret verbal expressions. 

The vast majority of gestures collected in the present work are speech-replacing. 

Furthermore, we have seen that the gestures fit Ekman's definition of emblems, 
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including the fact that they can be directly verbalized. These facts allow us to 

extrapolate from speech-based theories a generalized understanding of the 

communication act which we can then apply to gestures. In light of this, it is 

beneficial to digress slightly for a more detailed look at speech act theory and how it 

can be used for understanding gestures as acts of communication.  

 

2.2.1 Foray: Speech Act Theory 

The American philosopher John R. Searle systematized and in some respects 

expanded8 the speech act theory developed by John Austin9. He came to the 

conclusion that with every intentional sound a speaker makes, he or she executes a set 

of acts that, taken together, can be considered a speech act.  By following a structured 

series of logical steps, the description of which falls outside the scope of this work, 

Austin came to consider speech acts as being a conglomeration of the following acts: 

a) Locutionary Act (Locution),  

b) Illocutionary Act (Illocution) and  

c) Perlocutionary Act (Perlocution)  

These three acts occur simultaneously with every utterance. First of all, one has to say 

what one wants to express. This 'saying something' can be written or oral and can take 

the form of a sentence.  Austin calls the oral variation the locutionary act which is 

also comprised of three sub-acts; the phonetic act, which refers to moving the mouth 

in such a way as to make certain noises, the phatic act, or having these noises follow 

the grammatical structure of a certain language, and the rhetic act, or the act of saying 

something about something else10.  For our purposes, we can consider the locutionary 

act as what is described in the gesture descriptions at the level of expression. 

The action that is performed through the locutionary act Austin calls the illocutionary 

act. That is to say, what it is that one does by speaking. Illocutionary acts can be 

classified into five categories, here illustrated by examples: to claim (assertive), to 

                                                
8
  see Searle 1969, 1979 

9
  see Austin 1962 

10
  Bußmann 1990: 727 
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recommend (directive), to promise (commissive), to thank (expressive) and to marry 

(declarational).  

 

The third aspect of the speech act, the perlocutionary act, is performed when the 

locutionary and illocutionary acts completed by the speaker have had some effect on 

an addressee that is a direct result of the utterance and not conventionally predefined.  

Typical perlocutionary acts are: convincing someone of something or talking 

someone into something. The resulting thoughts, feelings or intentions of the 

addressee come about as causal effects of the utterance.  

 

Illocutionary acts, in contrast to perlocutionary acts, can be executed on the basis of 

conventions. Let us examine the following example sentences:  

(1)  I hereby convince you to lend me that book. 

(2)  I hereby ask you to lend me that book.  

Here we see that the perlocutionary act 'convincing someone of something' is not 

executed in (1). The speaker does not convince the hearer just by power of the 

sentence. When the speaker speaks the sentence in (2), however, he or she has asked 

the addressee for use of the book. The illocutionary act 'asking someone for 

something' has been performed simply by speaking the sentence.   

In this dictionary we will investigate Physical Contact Gestures using the concepts 

developed by Austin and expanded by Searle with the difference that we are not 

dealing with conventionalized noise production but rather with conventionalized body 

movements.  

 

This comparison becomes clearer when we consider the following chart 

 

  Speech Act  Touch Act 

 Utterance  Body Movement  

 Locutionary  

 Act 

 “The dog will bite you.”  P1 raises P2's chin with a balled fist 
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 Action  Action  

 Illocutionary  

 Act 

 threatening  threatening 

 Causal Effect  Causal Effect  

 Perlocutionary 

 Act            

Addressee considers the 

effect of the dog biting them 

 P2 considers the effect of a punch 

 in the face. 

 

 

We can see here that gestures have speech-like properties and communicate in a 

similar fashion. Speech-replacing body movements in the form of emblematic 

Physical Contact Gestures can be interchanged with speech utterances and can form, 

like speech, a rule-based, learnable and culturally determined symbol system. 

 

2.3 Meaning and Use Variants 

 

In the nature of applying speech act theory to gestures, many dictionary entries also 

have interjections and/or colloquial renderings added. We have used these terms to 

categorize sounds, words or sentences that might be uttered during the performance of 

the gesture. These can be automatically added to certain conventional gestures during 

everyday use but are not necessary in order to complete the communication act.  

The interjections are a list of all single words or combinations of words that function 

at the level of a sentence as well as all sounds uttered as a by-product of performing 

the gesture. Examples include: lip smacking while kissing, a spontaneous grunt while 

lifting someone up, moaning, screaming, etc.  

Colloquial renderings are shown as examples of sentences that could accompany the 

gesture. It must be here specifically noted, however, that although both interjections 

and colloquial renderings are associated with specific gestures, that does not mean 

that they are seen as 'belonging' to the gesture. No gesture in this collection is 

absolutely speech-accompanying, which means that they all retain their meaning 

whether or not there is an accompanying verbal utterance.  

 

On occasion there is an extra row added to the meaning and use variants labeled 

applies to variants. This is only the case when a specific meaning variant only applies 
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to certain expression variants rather than all of them. To illustrate this with an 

example, we see in entry 1 - Handshake the meaning and use variant  III - Confirming 

an agreement which only applies to expression variants b) and e) and not the others. 

Other meaning variants not so marked then apply to all forms of the gesture.  

 

In order to situate the use of a gesture in a societal context to help clarify certain 

meaning variants, we will occasionally make use of the register labels used in the 

Oxford Dictionary11.  

Within linguistics, the term 'register' is used to denote a manner of speaking or writing 

that is characteristic of a certain social circumstance. Here social relations are 

mirrored in the language use. We see this when an employee uses a certain manner of 

speaking when communicating with his or her superiors and quite another when 

speaking with friends. Likewise with gestures, we see that there are certain contexts 

that affect the form of a gesture or even whether or not it can be performed.   

The Oxford Dictionary makes use of the following registers: 

 

Formal:  normally used only in writing, in contexts such as official documents 

Informal:  normally used only in contexts such as conversations or letters among 

friends 

Dated:  no longer used by the majority of English speakers, but still 

encountered occasionally, especially among older people 

Archaic:  very old-fashioned language, not in ordinary use at all today; 

sometimes used to give a deliberately old-fashioned effect or found in 

works of the past that are still widely read 

Historical:  still used today, but only to refer to some practice or artifact that is no 

longer part of the modern world (e.g. baldric, almoner) 

Literary:  found only or mainly in literature written in an 'elevated' style 

Technical:  normally used only in technical and specialist language, though not 

necessarily restricted to any specific subject field 

Rare:   not in normal use 

Humorous:  used with the intention of sounding funny or playful 

Dialect:  not used in the standard language, but still widely used in certain local 

                                                
11

  Oxford Dictionary of English, 2005 
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regions of the English speaking world. 

Offensive:  language that is likely to cause offense, particularly racial offense, 

whether the speaker intends it or not 

Derogatory:  language intended to convey a low opinion or cause personal offense 

Euphemistic:  mild or indirect language used to avoid making direct reference to 

something unpleasant or taboo 

Vulgar Slang:  informal language that may cause offense, often because it refers to the 

bodily functions of sexual activity or excretion, which are still widely 

regarded as taboo 

 

For our present needs, only the register labels Formal, Informal, Dated, Technical, 

Humorous, Dialect, Offensive, Derogatory, Euphemistic and Vulgar will be 

considered. 

 

2.4 Chart of Characteristics 

 

The chart following the meaning and use variants for each entry helps to 

communicate an overview of the characteristics of the gesture. This chart provides a 

quick analysis using the ten binary characteristics of physical contact as formulated 

by Posner12. Out of these ten, there are six that are relevant to PCG and are here 

presented in a table that allows for quick classification of the gesture. All binary pairs 

are listed in each chart with a checkbox that is darkened next to the characteristic 

appropriate to the gesture. This is helpful when the gesture is not only being analyzed 

on the level of expression or meaning but also on the level of tactile relationship of 

sender and receiver. Or, as needed, between participants.  

 

Non-reciprocal gestures refers to all those gestures which, though manifested through 

contact between multiple participants, are initiated and performed by only one of the 

participants.  

 

Examples for this include: 

                                                
12

  Posner: Lecture on 02.07.2007 on "Gestures with and without touching the 

addressee" before the Berliner Arbeitskreis für Kultursemiotik (BAKS; Berlin Circle 

of Cultural Semiotics) 
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 44 - Smacking someone 

 103 – Kissing someone on the cheek 

 79 – Pinching someone’s behind 

 

With these examples we see that though P1 is dependent on the physical presence of 

P2 in order to perform the gesture, there is no reciprocal contact originating from 

action by P2 to come in contact with P1. There is, so to say, a uni-directional action 

that is not reciprocated. Here we see, as previously noted, that the relation of sender to 

receiver is clearly defined and unproblematic.  

 

This is not the case with reciprocal gestures. Here both participants are equally 

involved in the movement pattern. There are gestures in which P1 and P2 execute the 

same or a very similar movement. They will be denoted in this dictionary as 

symmetrical-reciprocal gestures. The handshake is an example of such a gesture in 

which P1 and P2 both use a similar hand configuration and series of movements.  

 

Other examples of symmetrical-reciprocal gestures include: 

 4 – Holding hands 

 105 – Simultaneously kissing lips 
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 138 – Clinking glassware 

 

There exist, also, reciprocal gestures in which the movements and body 

configurations of P1 and P2 are different. Here an example would be: 

  96/119 – Piggy back (shoulder/waist) 

P1 carries P2 on their shoulders or hips while P2 is sitting. Although they have two 

completely different body configurations, both participants are equally active in 

generating the contact necessary for the gesture.  Accordingly, such gestures which 

are reciprocal but involve different body configurations and/or movements will be 

called asymmetrical-reciprocal gestures.   

 

The categorization of reciprocal gestures into symmetrical and asymmetrical is only 

the beginning. If the gesture is found to be reciprocal, we must also consider whether 

or not the participants engaging in the gesture act cooperatively or not. Reciprocal-

cooperative will be used to describe PCG in which the participants generate the 

communicative content of the gesture together, through complementary body 

movements and configurations. Both symmetric- and asymmetric- reciprocal gestures 

can be cooperative.  

The two examples above; 1 - Handshake and 96/119 – Piggy back are reciprocal-

cooperative gestures. Further examples are: 

 125 – Intertwining legs 
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 33 – Covering someone’s head 

 101 – Rubbing noses together 

 

The case of reciprocal-disjunct gestures is somewhat different. Here the intentions of 

the participants are not cooperative and the direction of energy expended by the 

participants in performing the gesture is against the other participant(s). This is best 

illustrated by the example following: 

 94 – Breaking up a fight 

 

The gestures above are also simultaneously asymmetrical as the participants not only 

act against one another but also have differing hand and body configurations. 

Alternative examples where this is not the case are: 

 17 – Arm wrestling 

 10 – Pulling pinkies 

 152 – Pillow fight  
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Here the gestures are reciprocal-disjunct but symmetrical in terms of the body 

configurations and movements of P1 and P2.  

 

A further binary classification of reciprocal gestures introduced by Posner (ibid.)  is 

that of simultaneous or successive. In the course of preparing this dictionary it became 

clear that all of the gestures here collected, by the very nature of their being defined 

by intentional physical contact, can only occur simultaneously. In other words, the 

physical contact necessary for inclusion in this collection takes simultaneity for 

granted.  

It will be noted here that no attempt has been made in this dissertation to analyze 

whether or not a series of individual PCG performed in a row can or should be 

considered a gesture dialog.  

One such example of a gesture dialog might be:  

P1 pinches P2's buttocks, causing P2 to respond by turning around and, now acting as 

P1 of a new non-reciprocal gesture, slapping P2 (the original P1) across the cheek.  

 

Such possible chains of gestures, that is, successively performed series of movements 

that each individually form emblematic gestures, are outside the scope of this work. 

This is an important point, as we will be dealing, in the next pair of characteristics, 

with a time relation that may seem to invite analysis of successivity.  

 

When we consider how to categorize a gesture by the criteria combinable/non-

combinable, we are simply examining whether the gesture can potentially be 

combined with another PCG to be executed at the same time. For example; 1 - 

Handshake could be combined with 5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands, 

113 – Kissing someone’s hand, or 105 – Simultaneously kissing lips. 

We see here that the essential part of this combination is whether or not the gestures 

can be performed simultaneously. Here we are not concerned with the enormous 

variety of gestures that can be performed successively.  It may prove to be a desirable 

expansion of a dictionary as this to include such gesture dialogs, bringing successivity 

intentionally into the forefront. One goal of the current work, however, is to provide a 

uniform basis for future research. The gestures contained herein can be viewed as 

words whose use in a conceivable chain of gestures would then be comparable to 

building sentences. We simply highlight here the fact that there exist certain 
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complexes of gestures whose simultaneous performance we have repeatedly observed 

in everyday use. 

In opposition to combinable gestures are non-combinable gestures. Here we see, for 

example, that 44 – Smacking someone can not be simultaneously combined with 127 - 

Kicking someone, 112 - Biting someone, or 63 – Pushing someone, etc.  

 

Each gesture entry is emblematic and stands on its own. With certain PCG, however, 

we see the communicated message being underscored, strengthened or expanded by 

the simultaneous performance of other individual gestures.  

Whenever there appears in a dictionary entry a row labeled Potentially combinable 

with, we find a listing of other gestures from the dictionary that we find frequently 

performed simultaneously with that gesture but whose presence or absence does not 

affect its performance.   

 

Here again we see this best through an example.  

The entry for 1 – Handshake lists seven gestures with which the handshake might 

potentially be combined: 

 3 - Separating a handshake  

 5 - Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

  91 - Hugging 
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 103 - Kissing someone on the cheek 

 104 - Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

 105 - Simultaneously kissing lips 

 113 - Kissing someone's hand 

 

This does not mean that all seven possibly accompanying gestures would be 

performed in addition to the main gesture but rather that they might be added 

individually. We may also occasionally find two or three simultaneous accompanying 

gestures used in common practice but that is exceptional. An example would be if P1 

shakes P2's hand while simultaneously kissing and hugging P2. In this case we see 1 – 

Handshake combined with 104 and 91. This is a gesture combined with two 

simultaneous accompanying gestures, each of which is also an individual PCG, that is 

common in everyday use.  

 

The last set of binary characteristics shown in the table of each entry draws upon, in 

contrast to the pairs of characteristics explained above, the communicative nature of 

the gesture rather than its expression. Here we make a distinction between aggressive 

and friendly. This shows at one glance the fundamental intention of the sender when 

performing the gesture.  

Although this clear division provides a quick and helpful glimpse into the level of 

meaning for individual gestures, it is not always easy to determine where the border 
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between aggressive and friendly should be drawn. We find, therefore, that some 

gestures float in a somewhat undefined state that is neither friendly nor aggressive, or 

both simultaneously or one or the other depending on the context in which the gesture 

is performed.  

We see this illustrated in 79 – Pinching someone's behind.  As a playful gesture meant 

to stimulate a harmless response, it can be viewed as friendly. Meant as a symbol of 

dominance, however, or with the intention to humiliate P2, it is clearly aggressive. In 

such borderline cases, an attempt is made to categorize the gesture based on the core 

meaning of the gesture. Whether this meaning is generally friendly, or aggressive is 

reflected in the table. Here we are not concerned with a comprehensive analysis of the 

possible meanings in every context in which we might find a gesture. The main goal 

of this categorization is to give the reader a sense of the tonality of a gesture as we 

find it in everyday use.  

 

2.5 Related Gestures and Context  

 

Under the subheading Related gestures can be found a cross reference to other 

gestures that are similar at the level of expression. That is, PCG from the collection 

that have a similar series of movements or hand or body configuration.  

Here again we use 1 - Handshake as an example to find that it has similarities with the 

following entries: 

 2 - Handshake with bent middle finger  

 3 - Separating a handshake 

 4 - Holding hands 
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 5 - Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

 7 - Clapping palms 

 

Not every entry has a list of related gestures.   

 

One last categorization, Context, appears with some dictionary entries. This helps 

readers to understand the conditions necessary for a gesture to be performed. Firstly, 

we have the opportunity to distinguish certain gestures collected in the dictionary that 

are known but not actively performed in the region of study. We have chosen to 

categorize such gestures as belonging to the passive gesture repertoire of the region. 

Leaving such gestures out of the collection completely would not have been accurate 

as they have a recognized meaning, even if not actively performed by people within 

the cultural area here studied. As an example, 139 – Drinking with linked arms or 137 

– Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder are readily interpreted but are not part of 

the active gesture repertoire in the Mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. This inclusion in 

the passive repertoire is noted under the Context subheading. Also included here is 

additional information that helps the reader better understand the use of a gesture 

when it is most commonly performed between two types of people and seldom or 

never in the opposite direction. For example; 48 - Pulling on someone's earlobe 

would most often be performed with an adult as sender (P1) and a child as receiver 

(P2). It would rarely be executed in the opposite direction. Seldom would we see this 

gesture performed between two adults, but it is not impossible.  Gesture 132 – 

Touching feet is most frequently performed with a woman as P1 and a man as P2, 

though other constellations are not impossible. It is important here not to place too 

much analytic weight on these distinctions. They are intended only as a help to the 

reader who may not be familiar with the gesture in question and the variable but 

nevertheless present norms that regulate its occurrence in the cultural space. Another 

example of the type of information to be found under the 'context' subheading can be 
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seen in the entry for 12 – Joining in matrimony. Here we read that the gesture, in 

order to have its intended meaning, must be performed in front of a person invested 

with appropriate authority and at least one witness. Again, it is important here not to 

interpret this extra information as being on par with an analysis of the communication 

act. A deeper analysis of such a gesture could surely be made following Searle's lead 

in investigating institutional facts and collective intentionality (see for example Searle 

1995) but such analysis is outside the scope of this work. It bears repeating that he 

'context' information should only be viewed as an aid to the reader.  

 

2.6 Indices 

 

As previously mentioned in this introduction, the order of the gestures in the 

dictionary is loosely structured according to the body part making primary contact 

during the gesture. Since the hands are very frequently involved in PCG, we have 

chosen to start there working then towards the body proper over the arms and 

shoulders then from top to bottom:  Head, upper torso, lower torso, leg and foot. A 

more specific ordering of the gestures is available in two indices that allow quick 

reference for users of the dictionary.  

 

2.6.1 Index 1 

 

Index 1 orders the gestures according to the point on the body where the contact  

takes place that defines the gesture. We have divided the body into seven regions: 

Head, Upper Torso, Shoulder/Arm, Hand, Lower Torso, Leg and Foot. These regions 

are illustrated graphically in Appendix B.  

Each PCG is then categorized in Index 1 based on the body parts of sender and 

receiver that come in contact during the gesture. This allows a quick and easily 

understood method of searching for a specific gesture entry based on the level of 

expression.  

This categorization is always sender-based. That means the body part of the sender 

will be listed first followed by the body region of the other participant(s).  

The full list of possible categories is as follows: 
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1. Head 

1.1. Head - Head 

1.2. Head - Upper Torso 

1.3. Head – Arm / Shoulder 

1.4. Head – Hand 

1.5. Head – Lower Torso 

1.6. Head – Leg 

1.7. Head – Foot 

2. Upper Torso 

2.1. Upper Torso – Head 

2.2. Upper Torso – Upper Torso 

2.3. Upper Torso – Arm / Shoulder 

2.4. Upper Torso – Hand 

2.5. Upper Torso – Lower Torso 

2.6. Upper Torso – Leg 

2.7. Upper Torso – Foot 

3. Arm / Shoulder 

3.1. Arm / Shoulder – Head 

3.2. Arm / Shoulder – Upper Torso 

3.3. Arm / Shoulder - Arm / Shoulder 

3.4. Arm / Shoulder – Hand 

3.5. Arm / Shoulder – Lower Torso 

3.6. Arm / Shoulder – Leg 

3.7. Arm / Shoulder – Foot 

4. Hand  

4.1. Hand – Head 

4.2. Hand – Upper Torso 

4.3. Hand – Arm / Shoulder 

4.4. Hand – Hand 

4.5. Hand – Lower Torso 

4.6. Hand – Leg 

4.7. Hand – Foot 

5. Lower Torso 

5.1. Lower Torso – Head 
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5.2. Lower Torso – Upper Torso 

5.3. Lower Torso – Arm / Shoulder 

5.4. Lower Torso – Hand 

5.5. Lower Torso - Lower Torso 

5.6. Lower Torso – Leg 

5.7. Lower Torso – Foot 

6. Leg 

6.1. Leg – Head 

6.2. Leg – Upper Torso 

6.3. Leg – Arm / Shoulder 

6.4. Leg – Hand 

6.5. Leg – Lower Torso 

6.6. Leg – Leg 

6.7. Leg – Foot 

7. Foot 

7.1. Foot – Head 

7.2. Foot – Upper Torso 

7.3. Foot – Arm / Shoulder 

7.4. Foot – Hand 

7.5. Foot – Lower Torso 

7.6. Foot – Leg 

7.7. Foot – Foot 

8. Indirect Contact Gestures (to be explained in a later section) 

 

Such a categorization based solely on visually identifiable features of a PCG is 

intended to serve as an aid to the gesture observer who is perhaps unfamiliar with the 

culture in which the gestures are used. Such a user of the dictionary would then be 

able to find the entry for a gesture simply by searching Index 1 based on their 

observation without needing any knowledge of meaning or use.  

Instructions:  

 

Let us imagine that you observed a gesture that was unknown to 

you in which Person A taps Person B on the breast bone with one 

extended finger of an otherwise half-closed right or left hand.  
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In order to learn more about the gesture, you would then consult Index 1 searching in 

the category Hand - Upper Torso. The hand here is, through the extended finger, the 

active body part of the sender and the upper torso the point of contact on the receiver's 

body. In the appropriate category,  4.2. Hand – Upper Torso, is a listing of the titles of 

all the gestures that have this contact pattern. These titles, as previously mentioned, 

are created using a brief description of the Expression Level of the gesture. In reading 

the titles it is easy to find the gesture closest to the observed movement: Tapping 

someone on the chest.  

This method of reference is very simple and direct provided one knows the contact 

coordinates of the gesture in question.  

 

Further examples clarify this method: 

 1.4. Head – Hand (113 - Kissing someone’s hand) 

 4.7. Hand – Foot (85 - Tickling someone’s feet) 

 1.1. Head – Head (97 - Putting foreheads together) 

 

 

2.6.2 Index 2 

 

In contrast to Index 1, in which the gestures are grouped according to the visually 

observable features of the body contact, Index 2 seeks to provide a reference based on 

the meaning of the PCG.  

In order to achieve this, we have developed the following categories of gestures: 

Greeting Gestures, Attention Gestures, Confirmation Gestures, Institution Gestures, 



Introduction to the Dictionary of Contemporary Physical Contact Gestures 

 xxxiv 

Consolation Gestures, Encouragement Gestures, Affection Gestures, Attraction 

Gestures, Sexual Relation Gestures, Assistance Gestures, Aggression Gestures, 

Playful Power Gestures and Indirect Contact Gestures. 

 

Each of the 156 PCG can be included in at least one of these meaning-based 

categories. Many gestures are included in several different categories at the same time 

as a result of having multiple possible meanings.  

 

Again we look to our example of 1 – Handshake.  

This can serve not only as a greeting gesture but also as a confirmation gesture. So, 

too, is 91 - Hugging not exclusively a greeting but can also effectively be used as a 

consolation gesture, affection gesture or sexual relation gesture.  

Index 2 therefore suggests a solution to the problem we first encountered in the 

section on data collection regarding how to categorize gestures that have the same 

expression but different meanings. That is, a gesture has multiple meanings but 

always looks the same. In Index 2 we simply find the gesture listed by title, which, as 

we have seen, is a short description on the expression level, in multiple meaning 

categories. This categorization based on meaning and use gives the reader an idea of 

which gestures can be used to express these mental states and provides an easy cross 

reference for finding the entry for the corresponding gesture. 

 

2.7 Foray: Indirect Contact Gestures  

 

As we have seen above, both the index based on expression and that based on 

meaning have a last category which we have not yet explained. This category, Indirect 

Contact Gestures, has not been used in this way in gesture research literature to date 

and deserves, therefore, a more detailed explanation. As mentioned in the section of 

this introduction on contextualizing physical contact gestures, there is a parallel here 

to Ekman and Friesen’s category of  object-adaptors. The difference here, as we will 

see also with alter-adaptors, is that the use of these gestures is conscious and 

performed with the intent to communicate. 

 

The creation of this category was driven by a recognized need to include as contact 
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gestures those communication acts in which physical contact takes place not directly 

from body to body but rather through a medium.  

 

This is best illustrated with examples:  

 138 – Clinking glassware 

 151 – Touching someone with a weapon 

 140 – Feeding someone 

 
13
 133 – Pouring water over someone’s head 

 14135 – Awarding a medal 

 15 154 – Placing a ring on someone’s finger 

                                                
13Abb. 1 http://www.st-maria-stuttgart.de/images/taufe3_200.jpg 
14

http://www3.pictures.zimbio.com/gi/Obama+Honors+Sixteen+Congressional+Meda

l+Freedom+jSzXCTTAKh_l.jpg 
15

http://wwwdelivery.superstock.com/WI/223/1439/PreviewComp/SuperStock_1439

R-1070430.jpg 
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We see in these examples that a type of contact between P1 and P2 takes places but is 

mediated by some physical object or artifact.  

What is important here is that the sender and receiver at some point in the 

performance of the gesture must both simultaneously touch the object in order for the 

movement to be considered an indirect contact gesture.  

 

 

Gesture 142 – Helping someone into their jacket, according to 

this definition, can first be considered an indirect contact 

gesture at the moment that P1 is holding the jacket and guiding 

P2's arms into the sleeves. Here we have an opportunity to 

contrast this with a gesture that does not meet this requirement. The gesture 'opening a 

car door for someone so that they may comfortably enter or exit the vehicle' may be 

similar in intent but remains a solo gesture directed at a second person rather than an 

indirect contact gesture. This is because the moment when both participants are 

touching the object no longer takes place. To compare, the gesture 'holding someone's 

jacket so that they may more comfortably put it on' also begins as a solo gesture with 

a similar meaning and use level. As soon as the simultaneous contact condition is 

fulfilled and contact is made through the medium of the jacket, the gesture can be 

considered an indirect contact gesture as a subset of the PCG.  

 

 A further example can be found in 153 – Handing someone a 

present which is only an indirect contact gesture when both 

participants are touching the gift simultaneously. Naturally 

were the gift to be left on a table to be picked up later, there 

would be no contact and therefore no physical contact gesture. This would also be the 

case should P1 toss the object, in this case the gift, to P2.   

 

 One last example should illustrate that this moment of contact 

is not always so easy to determine.  

An earlier draft of this dictionary contained the gesture 'spitting 

on someone' included as part of the indirect contact gestures.  It 

was only later and in light of this strict definition of simultaneous contact that it 

became clear that there is, in fact, no such moment in this gesture. Here there is no 
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point at which the saliva, which would have been the medium in this case, touches 

both P1 and P2. While this action may have communicative intent, we are forced to 

consider it a solo gesture or a duo-gesture without contact. This gesture is therefore no 

longer included in the current version of this dictionary.    

 

2.8 Appendix 

 

Appendix A of the dictionary simply provides an overview of the individual hand 

configurations used in the finger alphabet of ASL (American Sign Language). As 

explained, this serves as a basis for the written descriptions at the level of expression 

in order to more easily communicate the hand positions used in a gesture.
16

  

 

Appendix B shows a diagram of the seven body regions defined for use in Index 1:  

Head, Upper Torso, Shoulder/Arm, Hand, Lower Torso, Leg and Foot. Here the 

reader has a simple graphic representation of these regions and can readily understand 

what they refer to.  

A Bibliography completes the dissertation providing information on literature about 

the theoretical foundations of semiotics, gesture research and lexicography used in 

assembling this dictionary of Physical Contact Gestures. 

 

 

3. Sender-Receiver Constellation  

 

In the course of close examination of PCG, a fundamental problem arises which 

deserves our attention now. This problem is the apparent complication of the sender-

receiver constellation.  

In cases where the gestures are defined as the hand or body configurations of an 

individual, there is, for the sake of analysis by communication theories, a clear division 

between sender and receiver. The one performing the action is the sender and the 

receiver is the intended recipient of the communication.  

 

 

                                                
16

  see also McNeill 1992 for gesture notation 
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When we are dealing with PCG there are at least two, sometimes three or more people 

involved in the gesture which makes such a classification problematic. Here we can not 

so easily determine which is the sender and which the receiver. Among non-reciprocal 

PCG, for example 'smacking someone', it is still rather clear: A strikes B on the cheek 

with an open palm and with the intention of communicating something with this 

movement. In this case, A is the sender and B the receiver.  

 

This situation is not so clear, however, with reciprocal PCG such as a handshake or 

kiss. In this case, A and B kiss or shake hands simultaneously and therefore lose their 

clear distinction between sender and receiver. Here we are presented with the following 

questions: 

Does it still makes sense to view one participant as the sender and one as the receiver? 

Can one participant, extending the usual analysis in which he or she must be either 

sender or receiver, act as both at the same time? Is it possible for A and B to 

communicate together as sender for a participant C or group of people D present at the 

time who do not take part in the physical contact but act in this case as addressee 

through observation? Are there different levels of sending and receiving and, if so, how 

are they differentiated?  

 

Fundamentally we have to distinguish sender and receiver as individual persons from 

groups of persons that act in these roles. Here we must look once again at the topic of 

naming conventions for the variables that distinguish the gesture participants. As briefly 

explained earlier in this introduction, we will name the participants P1, P2, P3 and Px. 

This is an attempt to reflect the diversity of possible relations between sender(s) and 

receiver(s). P1 we consider in most cases to be the sender, P2 the receiver, P3 a third 

participant to the gesture and Px a person or group of people that are not participants in 

the gesture but are nonetheless intended as addressees of the communication act.  

Here it is important to observe a strict distinction between termini. We have to 

distinguish between two recipients; one, the receiver of a physical contact gesture and 

the other an addressee who we define as someone to whom a communication act 

through physical contact is directed but who is not a participant in the actual contact.  

Following Posner (1993), we also differentiate here between communicating and 

indicating. Indicating requires that the occurrence of an event causes someone to believe 

something. Communicating assumes that the occurrence of an event causes someone to 

believe something and also to believe that the event occurred in order to make them 
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believe this. We will use the term manipulation act below to refer to the process of 

indicating.   

 

As we have seen, in many cases, and in all of the non-reciprocal gestures, it is no 

problem to determine the configuration of sender and receiver. We see, also, that clear 

definitions can exist with gestures that are reciprocal but asymmetrical. For example: 11 

– Passing off a hand, 13 – Raising someone’s hand, 16 – Helping someone stand up 

etc. 

With reciprocal and symmetrical gestures, however, the problem becomes evident. As 

we have seen with the example of 1 – Handshake or 105/106 – Simultaneously kissing 

lips/French kissing, when there is a simultaneity of symmetrical movement, it is no 

longer easy to distinguish sender and receiver. For these borderline cases, we have 

simply decided to consider the person starting the gesture as P1 and the person 

responding to this becomes P2 by default. For each example, be it handshake, kissing 

or hugging, we can determine the person initiating the gesture and consider them P1. In 

the case of the handshake it is the person who first extends their hand, for the kiss, that 

person who puckers their lips first or steps closer to the other person to initiate the 

contact. We will call the initiator P1.  

 

We will now see, based on the example of 106 – French kissing that such an easy 

solution does not quite render the full complexity of certain participant relations.  

Let us imagine, for the sake of argument, that P1 (hereafter referred to as 'A' so as to 

avoid connotation as sender) and P2 (hereafter, 'B') kiss passionately in public. 

Regarding the communication structure and the meaning variants, we can interpret  three 

levels to the sender-receiver constellation. They are as follows:  

 

1. A and B kiss and therewith communicate to one another that they love each 

other 

 2.   A and B kiss with B having the intention to communicate 'B loves A' and  B 

believes that A intends to communicate the same.  

2.1.  B does actually intend to communicate to A that 'B loves A' but wants at 

the same time to indicate to a third person C, who is able to observe A 

and B, that 'B loves A and not C’, and B wants to achieve the result that 



Introduction to the Dictionary of Contemporary Physical Contact Gestures 

 xl 

C sees the kiss and becomes jealous.  

2.2.  B does not at all intend to communicate 'B loves A' to A, although A 

may interpret the gesture as such. The true intention of B is to indicate to 

C that 'B loves A and not C’, and B wants to achieve the result that C 

sees the kiss and becomes jealous.. 

 3.   A and B kiss with the tacit understanding that they are not communicating to 

one another that 'A loves B' and 'B loves A', but rather solely with the intention 

to make this seem so to C, and to achieve the result of C becoming jealous.  

 

In the first example A and B are both simultaneously sender and receiver. With the kiss, 

B sends the message {love, affection, tenderness, invitation to return the kiss} to A, A 

reacts as receiver believing that B intends the message {love, affection, tenderness, 

invitation to return the kiss}, understands the message and responds by returning the 

kiss, becoming then the sender of the same message to B. Both participants are, within 

the timeframe of the gesture, and here we mean from the moment of physical contact, 

not considering any preparation for the gesture, simultaneously sender and receiver.  

 

The second example appears to be more complicated in the relation of sender and 

receiver: A and B are here simultaneously sender and receiver as in the first example but 

with a doubling of the relationship. With the kiss, B sends A a message that A 

understands as {love, affection, tenderness, invitation to return the kiss} and A returns 

the kiss, becoming sender of the same message to B. On a side note: whether B 

intended this meaning or another is at first unimportant for the analysis of the 

communication constellation. It can be (as in example 2.2) with a feeling of boredom or 

even disgust that B kisses A simply in order to make C jealous. It could be that B truly 

has the intention so indicated and simply makes C jealous as a by-product of the 

gesture. In any case, B kisses A and uses the communication system of gesture 

regardless of what the intention is. Back to the case at hand: with this gesture, B sends 

not only a message to A but also to C. Here B wants C to observe the kiss and draw the 

conclusion that B is not available or is otherwise romantically engaged. In short, B 

communicates to A and B indicates manipulatively to C. 

 

In example 2.2, B sends a message in different degrees to two different recipients, one 

receiver and one addressee. To A (receiver) as an indication of an expression action and 
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to C (addressee) as an indication of a manipulation action. Here B is two-fold the 

sender: once in the context of physical contact where, incidentally, B is also 

simultaneously the receiver as we have seen above, and once more in the act of 

indicating to C, who is outside of the physical contact but still intended as addressee of 

the communication act between B (sender/receiver) and A (receiver/sender). The 

communication act from A is and remains in the contact. Here A is simultaneously 

sender and receiver and is in unmediated relation only to B. In this situation, C has 

solely the role of addressee assuming, of course, that C actually observes the kiss. Here 

it is irrelevant whether or not C truly becomes jealous. Unlike A and B, C is not  

simultaneously a sender.  

 

Variation 3 of our example is similar to variation 2 with the exception that here A and B 

together act as sender in the manipulation act directed at C. Here not only is the sender 

constellation doubled but also the receiver constellation. The first level of the 

communication, the physical contact gesture between A and B, is the same as in 

variations 1 and 2. This time, however, the message intended by the ostentatious display 

of affection is not {love, affection, tenderness, invitation to return the kiss} as in 

variations 1 and 2 but rather {conspiring, purpose, unified intention, togetherness with 

goal orientation} since A and B do not kiss in order to express their affection but rather 

because they share the intention to make C notice their apparent love for one another.  

There follows a level of indication through communication that goes above and beyond 

the gesture when A and B act together as sender to send the message {love, affection, 

tenderness, invitation to return the kiss} through the closed, unified, action of the kiss 

as gesture to a third person, C. The meaning of the message directed at C is different 

than the meaning that A and B send to each other since A and B intend C to understand 

the kiss with its emblematic coding and to interpret that A and B are sending the 

message {love, affection, tenderness, invitation to return the kiss} to each other. This 

leads to a different message being communicated than that which the participants truly 

intend to one another. Here C is, as in the other variations of our example, only the 

addressee and not simultaneously a sender. 

 

An additional written example, as contrast to variation 3, will help to further illustrate a 

doubled sender-receiver constellation: 

A and B announce their engagement and, by kissing each other, want to show their 

assembled friends and family (hereafter called D) how happy they are. The 
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communication act between A and B as sender and receiver simultaneously within the 

PCG is the same as in the variations above: A and B kiss and therewith communicate to 

one another that they love each other. However, as in variations 2 and 3, as soon as an 

act of manipulation takes place above and beyond the gesture, A and B are not only 

both sender and receiver of the gesture at the same time but also act as a collective 

sender in that they want to show their love for one another to a group of people D. A 

significant difference to variations 2 and 3 is not only the fact that D is here not a single 

person but rather a group of people acting as addressee. A further difference can be 

found in the openness with which A and B act in regards to each other and also the 

group. Here there is no manipulation. It is an act of communication between A and B 

participating in the physical contact and also between A and B as collective sender with 

D as the addressee. 

In the examples 2.1 and 2.2, B does not want C to believe that B wants C to believe that 

B is in love. If C were to perceive the manipulation, he or she would simply refuse to 

fall victim to it. Here B simply wants C to believe, based on seeing the kiss, that A and 

B are in love. In other words, it is an indication process rather than a communication 

act.  

This is not the case in the current example. In this case, in addition to the 

communication act between A and B, there is also a communication act that takes place 

between A/B and D. We could describe the situation so: A/B want D to believe that 

A/B want D to believe that A and B are in love. This is a closed communication act. 

And if D smile and are pleased that A and B are so happily in love, then also a 

successful one.  

 

This leads us to the conclusion that we can postulate a simultaneity of dialectic and 

collective communication.  The dialectic kissing serves as the means of expression for 

the collective sender and both are communicative.  

 

As Posner in his essay 'Mensch als Zeichen' (Humans as Signs: Iconic and Indexical, 

1995) quoted from Roland Barthes (1975): 

“Lovers are bodies which enjoy (thus recipients) as well as bodies which are 

enjoyed (thus signs)  as well as bodies which control the enjoyment of others by 

their behavior (thus senders). They present themselves as utterances directed at 

one another.”17  

                                                
17

 Posner 1995: 102 
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How do we treat the sign in our engagement example above? Is it the gesture, in this 

case the kiss, that is the message intended for D or are A and B together the sign that D 

interprets? If A and B are able to take part in the communication act not only as senders 

and receivers but also as signs, do they lose their individuality and become a channel, a 

code or perhaps even a medium of communication? 

Can we speak of a collective, or perhaps dual, intentionality? If so, what features of 

collective intentionality as formulated by Searle and others (see for example Searle 1990 

and 1995, Gilbert 1989 and 1994, Meggle 2002) can we apply to collective action as 

sender or receiver of a communication act and what aspects will need to be modified? 

 

Here we can only take note of the complicated sender-receiver structure of physical 

contact gestures. It is outside the scope of both this introduction and this dictionary to 

try to definitively answer the questions posed here. We will have to be satisfied with a 

brief discourse on the subject and an attempt to formulate a possible approach to a 

solution.  

 

A comprehensive gesture dictionary must most likely take into account all of these 

demonstrated sender-receiver constellations plus all possible communication acts for 

each gesture regardless of the sender-receiver-addressee configuration as long as the 

meaning remains sender-based.  

 

As we see, physical contact gestures open up a new topic of inquiry and provide fertile 

ground for further research and the opportunity for original analysis of the problems 

unique to this area. 
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4. Conclusion 

 

The goal of the present work is to collect and document for the first time in dictionary 

form a class of gestures that involve physical contact between two or more 

participants. This dictionary is inspired by and is, in some respects, an extension of 

the Berlin Dictionary of Everyday Gestures and is intended to provide an easily 

navigable reference work that suggests a possible foundation for the lexicography of 

Physical Contact Gestures. The form of the entries presented here, as well as the 

techniques of categorization and indexing used, could serve as a template for the 

future documentation of gesture both within the cultural space of the Mid-Atlantic 

U.S., with which this dictionary is concerned, as well as other regions and cultures. It 

may be that with a certain uniformity of presentation that the field of cultural 

comparison of gesture might perhaps be simplified. In developing the form of these 

entries, emphasis has been placed on creating a format that provides an easily 

understood overview while also allowing for deeper analysis of the communication 

acts described. In the context of analysis, the application of general principles of 

Austin and Searle's speech act theory serves to justify and situate the study of 

Physical Contact Gestures within a broader and more mature discipline in light of the 

lack of literature specific to the field.  

In preparing the present work, several problems unique to Physical Contact Gestures 

have been encountered. Where a solution to these problems overstepped the bounds of 

this dissertation, it is hoped that the elucidation of these problems will provide 

material for meaningful future research. Where an attempt to answer these questions 

has been made, the fundamental differences to existing gesture research has been 

taken into account and an attempt made to lay a sound theoretical framework for 

further debate.  

There exists, as may always be the case, room for expansion of the current volume. 

We are confident, however, that the Dictionary of Physical Contact Gestures can 

stand on its own as a meaningful contribution to the current state of gesture research. 
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1 - Handshake 

!

1 

HANDSHAKE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing face to face with P2, P1 lifts the right hand toward the front of his or her body 

in a slightly left diagonal with the right arm either straight or bent at the elbow. The hand is 

held in a horizontal B-shape with the palm facing inward and the thumb extended vertically. 

The hand is held out to meet the extended right hand of P2. Both hands meet, palms touching, 

and the fingers wrap around the bottom of the other’s hand in a slightly C-shaped grip with 

the thumb on top pointing toward fingertips of the same hand. P1 and P2 then either squeeze 

the hand or briefly pump their hands once or several times in the same movement. This 

pumping movement involves lifting the joined hands slightly above the horizontal plane of the 

starting position, then dropping slightly below this plane and returning to the original 

position.  
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1 - Handshake 

!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

 
 

    

 

 

    
 

 

a) The handshake is accompanied by the use of the left 

hand, which is placed in a slight C-shape, palm facing 

downward, on top of the joined hands, or grips the outside 

back of the hand or wrist of the other participant’s right 

hand.  

!

 

b) The handshake is accompanied by the use of the left 

hand, which grips the elbow, shoulder or upper arm of the 

other participant in a slight C-shape, palm facing inward.  

!

 

 

 

c) The handshake is accompanied by the use of the left 

hand, open or with a cupped palm, which gently claps or 

slightly rubs the upper arm, shoulder or back of the other 

participant. 

!
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1 - Handshake 

!

  

 

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I GREETING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing a good day (morning/evening) 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Opening the opportunity for conversation, 

Establishing an interpersonal relationship, 

Making acquaintance with a stranger, 

Demonstrating civility, Showing respect for social norms 

Interjection  “Hi”, “Hello”  

Colloquial rendering  “Good day”, “Welcome”, “How do you do?”, “How are you?”, 

“Glad to meet you”, “Nice to meet you”, “My name is ...”  

Applies to variants b, d, e 

 

II TAKING LEAVE FROM SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing farewell 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Closing the opportunity for conversation, 

Confirming an interpersonal relationship, 

d) The handshake is accompanied by bowing, which is 

a slight forward bending at the waist in the direction of 

the other participant.  

!

e) Alternatively, one or both participants can use the 

left hand for the handshake when it is inconvenient or 

impossible to use the right.  

!
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1 - Handshake 

!

Demonstrating civility,  

Showing respect for social norms 

Interjection  “Bye” 

Colloquial rendering “Goodbye”, “See you later” 

 

III CONFIRMING AN AGREEMENT 

Locution nucleus Having a joint intention 

Illocution Agreeing 

Perlocution examples Being bound by the negotiated conditions, 

Displaying and demanding reliability 

Interjection “Okay”, “Alright”, “Yes”, “Agreed” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s a deal”, “You’ve got a deal”, “It’s done”, “I agree” 

Applies to variants b, e 

 

IV EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Intensifying P2’s satisfaction, 

Sharing enjoyment over P2’s biographically significant event or 

achievement,  

Showing sympathetic enjoyment for P2’s biographically 

significant event or achievement, 

Emphazising the importance of a successful performance, 

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Congratulations”, “Best wishes”, “Happy birthday”,  

“Happy anniversary” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to variants a, b, c, e 

 

V EXPRESSING GRATITUDE 

Locution nucleus Being grateful 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Confirming that P1 is in debt to P2 
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1 - Handshake 

!

Interjection “Thanks” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Many Thanks”, “Thank you”, “I appreciate it”,  “That was 

nice”, “That’s kind of you” (P1 to P2) 

 

VI EXPRESSING AN APOLOGY TO SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Regretting to have or have not done something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging having committed an inconsiderate or 

inappropriate act, 

Reconciling with each other, 

Making peace 

Interjection “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My apologies”, “It won’t happen again”, “My fault”, “I’m 

sorry”, “Sorry about that”, “That was dumb” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to variants a, b, c,  

 

VII EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES 

Locution nucleus Recognizing a situation as sad 

Illocution  Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing emotions of grief, 

Standing by P2 in a sad situation 

Interjection “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “I’m so sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to variants a, b, c, d 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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1 - Handshake 

!

Potentially combined gestures 

  

3 Separating a handshake  

5 Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

91 Hugging 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

104  Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips 

113 Kissing someone's hand  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

3 Separating a handshake  

4 Holding hands 

5 Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

7 Clapping palms  
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2 – Handshake with bent middle finger 

2 

HANDSHAKE WITH BENT MIDDLE FINGER 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

In the course of executing the handshake (as described in gesture 1), the middle finger 

of the right hand is bent inward with the tip gently stroking the inside of the other 

participant’s palm. 
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2 – Handshake with bent middle finger!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING SECRET SEXUAL INTIMACY  

Locution nucleus Being secretly involved in a sexual relationship  

Illocution Celebrating (P1 with P2) 

Perlocution 

examples 

Causing P2 to desire sexual interaction, 

Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation, 

Causing P2 to enjoy being sexually engaged 

Register label Euphemistic 

 

II SECRETLY DEMANDING SEXUAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Getting involved in sexual action 

Illocution Demanding 

Perlocution 

examples 

Stimulating P2 in a playfully dominant matter, 

Preparing P2 to for sexual interaction 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal! ! !

cooperative! ! ! agonal!

simultaneous! ! ! successive!

symmetrical! ! ! asymmetrical!

!

non-reciprocal!

combinable! ! ! non-combinable!

aggressive! ! ! friendly!
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2 – Handshake with bent middle finger 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

3 Separating a handshake  

5 Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

91 Hugging 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

104  Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips 

113 Kissing someone's hand  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

1 Handshake 

3 Separating a handshake  

4 Holding hands 

5 Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands 

7 Clapping palms!
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3 – Separating a handshake 

 

3 

SEPARATING A HANDSHAKE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

With their right hands P1 and P2 execute a handshake (as described in gesture 1), while P3 

uses the pinky edge of one horizontal B-shaped hand, thumb extended and pointing upward, 

to symbolically separate the hands of P1 and P2.  
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3 – Separating a handshake!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I BEING A WITNESS TO A PACT 

Locution nucleus A pact being valid 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution example Motivating P1 and P2 to abide by the agreement, 

Encouraging P1 and P2 to be bound by the negotiated conditions 

Colloquial rendering “I bet you”, “It’s a bet”, “Bet’s on” (P1/P2 to each other) 

“The deal is set.“ (P3 to P1/P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

1 Handshake 
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4 – Holding hands 

!

4 

HOLDING HANDS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 and P2 each lay one of their hands into the hand of the other so that the palms touch and 

the respective fingers wrap around the other’s hand in a C-shaped grip with the tip of the 

thumb pointing toward the tips of the other four fingers of the same hand.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

a) P1 and P2 each lay one of their hands into the hand of 

the other, palms touching. The tip of the thumb points 

toward the tips of the other four fingers of the same hand 

with each person’s fingers curved around the other’s hand 

and intertwined between the other’s fingers. 

!
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4 – Holding hands!

    

 

    

 

              

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” 

 

b) P1 and P2 each lay one C-shaped, cupped hand into the 

hand of the other, so that P1’s palm touches the outside of 

P2’s hand and P1’s four fingertips touch P2’s palm. 

!

c) P1 and P2 hold hands by joining only the little fingers 

of one hand each, palm either open or half closed, facing 

their own body. 

!

d) P2 vertically extends the forefinger of one otherwise 

closed hand, and P1 wraps their whole hand in the form of 

a closed fist around P2’s finger.  

!
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4 – Holding hands 

!

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

III DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106  French kissing 

113 Kissing someone's hand 
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4 – Holding hands!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

3  Separating a handshake 

5 Enclosing someone's hand with both hands 

10 Pulling pinkies (see Expression Variant c) 

11 Passing off a hand 

13 Raising someone’s hand  

12 Joining in matrimony 

14 Leading someone (on stairs) 

15 Guiding someone (in direction)   
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5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands  

!

5 

ENCLOSING SOMEONE’S HAND WITH BOTH HANDS 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 encloses the hand of P2, which is held in a modified B-shape with four fingers together, 

thumb slightly extended and palm facing downward. While holding P2’s hand with one hand 

slightly cupped, four fingers loosely spread and thumb extended, palm facing upward, P1 lays 

the palm of his or her own other hand, slightly cupped, fingers either together or spread and 

facing downward, on top of P2’s hand to enclose it within both hands. 
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5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands !

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 
 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I CALMING P2 DOWN 

Locution nucleus P2 being calm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2’s hands from nervous movement, 

Helping P2 relax, 

Transferring some of P1’s calmness onto P2 

Interjection! “Shhh” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Calm down”, It’s okay” (P1 to P2)!

 

II DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed in 

such a way that P1 encloses both hands of P2. The enclosed 

hands then lie between the enclosing palms either on top of 

one another facing the same direction or with the palms 

touching, either on top of each other or turned sideways.  

!
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5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands  

!

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

III DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

 

IV EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

V EXPRESSING GRATITUDE 

Locution nucleus Being grateful  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Confirming that P1 is in debt to P2 

Interjection “Thanks” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Many Thanks”, “Thank you”, “I appreciate it”,  “That was 
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5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands !

nice”, “That’s kind of you” (P1 to P2) 

 

VI EXPRESSING AN APOLOGY TO SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Regretting to have or have not done something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging having committed an inconsiderate or 

inappropriate act, 

Reconciling with each other, 

Making peace 

Interjection “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My apologies”, “It won’t happen again”, “My fault”, “I’m 

sorry”, “Sorry about that”, “That was dumb” (P1 to P2) 

 

VII EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES 

Locution nucleus Recognizing a situation as sad 

Illocution  Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing emotions of grief, 

Standing by P2 in a sad situation 

Interjection “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “I’m so sorry” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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5 – Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands  

!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

4 Holding hands 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

32 Enclosing somoene's face with both hands  

2121
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6 - Laying a palm on someone’s hand 

6 

LAYING A PALM ON SOMEONE’S HAND 

 
 

EXPRESSION 

P1 lays the palm of one or both modified B-shaped hands, fingers loosely spread, 

thumb(s) either extended or touching the forefinger(s), on the back of P2’s hand. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  
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6 - Laying a palm on someone’s hand 

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” 

 

III CALMING P2 DOWN 

Locution nucleus P2 being calm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2’s hands from nervous movement, 

Helping P2 relax, 

Transferring some of P1’s calmness onto P2 

Interjection! “Shhh” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Calm down”, It’s okay” (P1 to P2)!

 

IV EXPRESSING EMPHATHY 

Locution nucleus Empathizing with the addressee’s misery 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Consoling P2, 

Making P2 feel understood, 

Helping P2 feel better 
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6 - Laying a palm on someone’s hand 

Interjection “I know...”, “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “I can understand”, “I know how you must feel”, “I’m sorry”, 

“I’m with you” (P1 to P2) 

 

V EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

VI DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

5 Enclosing someone's hand with both hands 

87 Linking arms 
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6 - Laying a palm on someone’s hand 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

22 Touching someone's upper arm  

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  
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7 – Clapping palms 

 

7 

CLAPPING PALMS 

 (“High Five”) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 each raise a B-shaped hand with the arm bent at the 

elbow, thumb extended and palm facing away from the body, and straighten the arm forward 

to make clapping contact with the open palm of the other participant. 

 

 !
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7 – Clapping palms!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 ! !

a) The gesture, as described above, can be extended so that the hands of P1 and P2, once the 

palms have clapped together in the air, continue moving in the same direction, completing a 

half-circle in the air until the palms clap together again at the lowest point of the semicircular 

movement, this time while facing the body.!

!

! !!!!

b) The gesture, as described above, can also be performed with both hands.  

!

  !!! 

c) The gesture, as described in variation b, can be extended by a circular movement of the 

arms outward, away from the body, either with the hands still touching, or with the palms 

separated and each participant simply mirroring the movement of the other, after the palms of 

both participants have clapped together.!

 

!
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7 – Clapping palms 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING COMPANIONSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being comrades 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Motivating each other to cooperate in solving a shared problem, 

Confirming a bond uniting one another, 

Greeting P2 / Bidding farewell  

Interjection “Hi”, “Whassup” 

Colloquial rendering “Hey dude”, “What’s up, man?”, “See ya” 

Register label Dialect 

 

II EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Intensifying P2’s satisfaction, 

Emphazising the importance of a successful performance, 

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats”, “Yeah” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You did it” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Dialect 

 

III EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited or enthusiastic 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee”  

Colloquial rendering “That’s awesome”, “We’ll do it” 

Register label Dialect 

 

 

!
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7 – Clapping palms!

reciprocal    

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related Gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

44 Smacking someone  

60 Slapping a coughing person's back    

80 Spanking someone's behind  
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8 – Bumping knuckles 

8 

BUMPING KNUCKLES 

(“Respect fist”) 
 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While facing each other and with the right hand closed into an A-, or S-shape and the 

arm bent slightly at the elbow, P1 and P2 extend their right arms and make light 

contact with their knuckles.  
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8 – Bumping knuckles 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 
 

  
   

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

 

I EXPRESSING RESPECT 

Locution nucleus Having respect for someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Letting the other know that one values his/her presence, 

Opening friendly relations 

Interjection “Respect” 

Register label Dialect 

 

II EXPRESSING COMRADERY 

Locution nucleus Being comrades 

 

 

 

 

a) While facing each other and with the right hand 

closed into an A-, or S-shape and the arm bent 

slightly at the elbow, P1 uses the pinky end of the 

balled fist to make contact with the thumb top end of 

P2’s balled fist. P2 then reciprocates the movement 

and both participants end with knuckle contact as 

described above. 
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8 – Bumping knuckles 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Motivating each other to cooperate in solving a shared problem, 

Confirming a shared bond with one another, 

Greeting P2 / Bidding farewell  

Interjection “Yeah” 

Colloquial rendering “Let’s do it”, “Let’s go, man” 

Register label Dialect 

 

 

III EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Intensifying P2’s satisfaction, 

Emphazising the importance of a successful performance, 

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats”, “Yeah” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You did it” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Dialect 

 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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8 – Bumping knuckles 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

21 Punching someone's upper arm  

37 Rubbing someone's head with the knuckles  

64 Punching someone  
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9 – Connecting hands in a group 

 

9 

CONNECTING HANDS IN A GROUP 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

Several participants standing in a circle, each with arms straight or slightly bent at the elbow, 

place both hands, open in a modified B-shape, palms facing down, in the center of the circle 

alternately one on top of another until all hands are touching. Then, with one quick 

movement, all hands are pushed downward and then thrown upward into the air over the 

heads of the participants by raising the straight or slightly bent arms. 
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9 – Connecting hands in a group!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING ENTHUSIASM 

Locution nucleus Being enthusiastic 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Encouraging each other within a group, 

Creating team spirit, 

Building enthusiasm within a group/team, 

Focusing group energy, 

Concentrating on the next common task 

Interjection “Yeah” (gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Colloquial rendering “We’ll win”, “We are the champions”, “Go team”, “We can do 

it”, “Let’s show them”, “Let’s go out there and get them”  

(gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Register label Technical 

 

II DEMONSTRATING JOINED FORCES 

Locution nucleus Joining forces 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Supporting each other, 

Intensifying the shared awareness of being one united group, 

Promising mutual collaboration, 

Motivating shared self-confindence 

Interjection “Yeah” (gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Colloquial rendering “We’ll win”, “We are the champions”, “Go team”, “We can do 

it”, “Let’s show them”, “One for all and all for one”  

(gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Register label Technical 
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9 – Connecting hands in a group 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures  

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

 

!
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10 – Pulling pinkies 

!

10 

PULLING PINKIES 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 and P2 each use the extended pinky of one modified S-shaped hand, thumb touching the 

forefinger, to intertwine with the little finger of the other participant’s hand, held in the same 

position. While simultaneously silently wishing for something, P1 and P2 pull the hands in 

opposite directions with increasing tension until the fingers separate.!

!

! !  
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10 – Pulling pinkies!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING MAKING A WISH 

Locution nucleus Making a private wish simultaneously with another person 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Acting upon a shared custom of making a wish, 

Hoping for the wish to come true 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related Gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

4 Holding hands 

 

 

Context 

This gesture is exclusively performed in response to any simultaneous speech act. 
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11 – Passing off a hand 

!

11 

PASSING OFF A HAND 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

The open, slightly cupped hand of P2, palm facing downward, lies loose in the hand of P1, 

which is open in a modified B-shape, palm facing upward, four fingers together and the 

thumb slightly enclosing P2’s hand. In a slow and steady movement, the hand of P2 is lead 

toward the open hand of P3, held palm facing upward, fingers slightly spread and thumb 

extended, and is placed there, palm still facing downward, fingers loosely bent, thumb 

somewhat extended and almost touching the four fingers of the hand of P3.  
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11 – Passing off a hand!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DECLARING TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Locution nucleus Transferring responsibility for P2 from P1 to P3 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples Making P3 feel responsible for P2 from now on, 

Expressing trust in P3’s behavior toward P2, 

Encouraging P2 to have trust in P3’s behavior 

Colloquial rendering “Take care of her/him”(P1 to P3, P1 to P2)  

Register label Formal 

 

II DECLARING LIFE PARTNERSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being partners for life 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples Expressing trust in P3, 

Encouraging P2 to live with P3, 

Giving P2’s life into P3’s hands 

Colloquial rendering “My son” (P1 to P3) 

“Your wife” (P1 to P3 about P2) 

“Your husband” (P1 to P2 about P3) 

Register label Formal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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11 – Passing off a hand 

!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 

12 Joining in matrimony 

14 Leading someone (on stairs)  

 

 

4343
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12 – Joining in matrimony 

 

12 

JOINING IN MATRIMONY 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

A religious authority (P1) takes the hand closest to him/her from both the bride (P2) and 

groom (P3) and places one hand in each of his/her hands, which are held in an open, slightly 

cupped shape, palms facing upward. P1 takes the hands of P2 and P3, which are open in a 

modified B-shape, fingers slightly spread and palms facing downward, and slowly joins the 

two together, laying them on top of each other and then closing them into his or her own 

hands. While one hand of P1 stays in this position, the other hand is placed on top of the 

joined hands of P2 and P3, fingers slightly spread, palm facing down.  
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12 – Joining in matrimony!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

   

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DECLARING A CHANGE IN MARITAL STATUS 

Locution nucleus A man and a woman being husband and wife according to the laws 

or customs of the place 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples P1 forming a life-long bond between P2 and P3, 

Granting societal approval to the inimate relationship between P2 

and P3, 

P2 and P3 each reinforcing their strong commitment toward the 

other person 

Colloquial rendering “I now pronounce you husband and wife”(P1 to P2/P3),  

“You may now kiss the bride”(P1 to P3) 

Register label Technical 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

a) The gesture, as described above, can be accompanied by 

a stole that is laid on top of the joined hands of P2 and P3, 

before P1 encloses the hands in his or her own.  

!
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12 – Joining in matrimony 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 

11 Passing off a hand 

14 Leading someone (on stairs)  

15 Guiding someone (in direction)   

 

 

Context 

A person with formally recognized authority (P1) performs this gesture in front of at least one 

witness.  

4747
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13 – Raising someone’s hand 

!

13 

RAISING SOMEONE’S HAND 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing next to them, P1 grabs P2’s arm by the hand, held in a fist or open, and lifts it 

with one extended or slightly bent arm.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

!

!!! 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed so P1 

grabs the P2’s arm by the wrist rather than the hand.  

!
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13 – Raising someone’s hand!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DECLARING SOMEONE VICTORIOUS 

Locution nucleus Someone being the winner of a contest or game 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples Concluding a competitive game/contest, 

Celebrating P2’s successful completion of a challenge 

Colloquial rendering “And the winner is ...”, “Ladies and gentlemen ... [name]”,  

“I present to you…[name]” (P1 to Px) 

Register label Technical 

 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 

15 Guiding someone (in direction)   
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14 – Leading someone 

!

14 

LEADING SOMEONE  

(on stairs) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While walking side by side on a stairway, P1 leads P2 up or down the stairs by using the hand 

closest to P2, held in a vertical, cupped position, palm facing away from the body, arm bent at 

the elbow and slightly lifted to hold P2’s hand closest to them between the thumb and the four 

fingers. 
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14 – Leading someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being willing to support P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Escorting someone, 

Keeping someone grounded/safe, 

Proving to be a reliable/responsible partner 

 

II EXPRESSING COURTESY 

Locution nucleus Acting courteously 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Convincing P2 of one’s connoisseurship 

Colloquial rendering “Madam” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Dated 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

4 Holding hands 

15 Guiding someone (in direction)   

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by a man (P1) with a woman as the addressee (P2). 
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15 – Guiding someone 

!

15 

GUIDING SOMEONE  

(in direction) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing, P1, with one slightly bent arm and a cupped, modified C-shaped hand, 

encloses either P2’s closed hand, balled into a fist, their open hand, or the wrist of one 

extended arm, pulling them in a certain direction, while being slightly ahead of them in the 

direction of movement.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

a) The gesture, as described above, can be 

accompanied by the palm of P1’s hand holding on to 

or wrapping around the arm or elbow of P2 while 

pulling them in a certain direction. 

!
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15 – Guiding someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited/enthusiastic 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Hurry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Come look at this”, “You’ve got to see this”  

(P1 to P2) 

 

II ANNOUNCING A SURPRISE 

Locution nucleus Wishing to surprise someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Guiding P2 to reveal a surprise, 

Positively influencing P2’s mood 

Interjection “Wait”, “Look” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Close your eyes”, “I have to show you something”, “Wait ‘til you 

see this” (P1 to P2) 

 

III EXPRESSING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Controlling someone physically with a low level of impact, 

Playfully suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Making P2 act upon P1’s will 

Colloquial rendering “This way”, “Get movin’”, “Let’s go”, “Come on” (P1 to P2) 
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15 – Guiding someone 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 

66 Holding someone in place  

67 Pulling someone closer  

 

 

 
 

5555
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16 – Helping someone stand up 

 

16 

HELPING SOMEONE STAND UP 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing, P1 extends one or both arms and offers their open hand(s) to P2, who is 

sitting or lying. P2 grabs the offered hand(s) with one or both of their own hands and holds on 

while being pulled by P1 into a standing position.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING AN OFFER 

Locution nucleus Being willing to cooperate 

Illocution Expressing 
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16 – Helping someone stand up!

Perlocution examples Demonatrating mutual understanding, 

Cooperating physically, 

Overcoming a situation of distrust, 

P1 apologizing to P2 / P2 accepting P1’s apology 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being willing to support/help P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing physical support for P2, 

Reassuring P2, 

Helping P2 to gain mental or emotional stabilization, 

Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t worry”, “It’s okay”, 

“We’ll get through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 

15 Guiding someone (in direction)   

67 Pulling someone closer  
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17 – Arm wrestling!

 

17 

ARM WRESTLING 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

Seated and facing one another, P1 and P2, each with their right elbows bent and resting on a 

flat surface in front of them, grip right hands, palms inward and fingers wrapped around the 

back of the other’s hand, and try to force the back of the other’s hand onto the flat surface.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I ASSESSING PERSONAL STRENGTH 

Locution nucleus Being confident in one’s superior strength 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Comparing one’s strength to the strength of another person, 

Impressing the other person with one’s bodily strength 
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17 – Arm wrestling!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

  

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

4 Holding hands 
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18 – Warding off someone’s touch 

 

18 

WARDING OFF SOMEONE’S TOUCH 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 grabs the hand or wrist of P2 with a C-shaped grip to prevent P2 from touching his or her 

body.  

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

  

a) P1 wraps either one or both modified C-shaped hands around P2’s wrist or arm to 

prevent it from touching them or to remove it from his or her body. 

!
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18 – Warding off someone’s touch!

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REFUSING SOMEONE’S TOUCH 

Locution nucleus Not wanting to be touched 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Disciplining P2 

Interjection “Don’t”, “No” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m warning you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

 

b) P1 uses both open hands, arms extended, palms facing inward, to ward off both 

arms or hands of P2, who is attempting to make contact with P1’s body. The hands are 

raised vertically in front of P1’s body, inside of the two arms of P2 and pushed 

outwards, either deflecting P2’s arms or subsequently grabbing their wrists. 

!

c) Alternatively, the gesture can be left uncompleted by P1 simply moving his or her 

body out of the path of P2’s arm or hand before it can make contact.  

!
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18 – Warding off someone’s touch 

 

II EXPRESSING DISGUST 

Locution nucleus Being extremely displeased with a person’s actions or personality 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Physically projecting hate and disgust onto the other participant  

Interjection “Ugh” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t you touch me”, “Don’t come closer”, “You disgust me” 

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!
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19 - Dancing 

 

19 

DANCING 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 hold hands or arms in any one of a number of style-

specific ways, and move rhythmically to music. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING PHYSICAL COORDINATION  

Locution nucleus Being in coordination 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Sharing enjoyment of rhythmic music,  
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19 - Dancing!

Celebrating harmonious interaction, 

Encouraging a partner to lead or be led 

Interjection [possibly counting the beats of the music] 

 

II DEMONSTRATING UNITY 

Locution nucleus Being united through movement 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Displaying mutual trust and harmony to Px 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING AWARENESS OF SOCIAL 

EXPECTATIONS  

Locution nucleus Respecting social norms 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Convincing P2 and/or Px of one’s social competence 

Colloquial rendering “May I have this dance?” (P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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19 - Dancing 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

4 Holding hands 

91 Hugging  

97 Putting foreheads together  

100 Fluttering eyelashes together  

101 Rubbing noses together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  

107 Nibbling on someone's ear  

108 Kissing someone's neck  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Leaning on someone  

125 Intertwining legs  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

91 Hugging 

125 Intertwining legs  

!

!

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by two people simultaneously with the man (P1) 

leading the woman (P2). 

!

6767
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20 – Tapping someone 

!

20 

TAPPING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing next to, behind, or across from them, P1, with one hand in a modified S shape, 

arm extended or slightly bent at the elbow, extends the first finger partially or completely and 

taps P2 on the shoulder or back. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

!!! 

!

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by P1 

tapping P2 on the thigh while sitting next to them.  
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20 – Tapping someone!

!!!!

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ALERTING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Someone being alert 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples P2 becoming aware of something in their immediate surroundings, 

Causing P2 to have the same exprience as oneself, 

Showing P2 that one is prepared to share some activity, 

Announcing one’s presence in the absence of visual contact, 

Preparing P2 to receive a comment intended only for them, 

Warning P2 by focusing his/her attention on an immediate danger 

Interjection “Hey!”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see that?” “Check this out” , “Watch 

this”, “Look at me”, “Watch out”, “Be careful” (P1 to P2) 

 

II EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited/enthusiastic 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Here it is”, “It’s coming up”, “That’s awesome”, “Oh my gosh!” 

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

!

b) With one open B-shaped hand, palm facing downward, 

thumb extended, P1 gently hits P2 on the shoulder, back or 

thigh one or several times in a single movement while sitting 

or standing next to, behind, or across from them. 

!
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20 – Tapping someone 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

68 Tapping someone on the chest  

69 Poking someone  !
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21 – Punching someone’s upper arm 

!

21 

PUNCHING SOMEONE’S UPPER ARM 

 

EXPRESSION 

With a closed A-shaped or S-shaped hand and the arm stretched out straight or bent slightly at 

the elbow, P1 gently punches the upper arm, shoulder or chest of P2 with the knuckles.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS!

I EXPRESSING COMRADERY 

Locution nucleus Being comrades 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Motivating P2 to behave like a good comrade, 

Greeting P2 / Bidding farewell 

Interjection “Hi”, “Whassup” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Hey dude”, “What’s up, man?”, “See ya” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!
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21 – Punching someone’s upper arm!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

8 Bumping knuckles  

64 Punching someone  

 

!
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22 – Touching somoene’s upper arm 

 

22 

TOUCHING SOMEONE’S UPPER ARM 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting or standing to the side of P2, P1 places the palm of one open, modified B-

shaped hand, thumb slightly extended, on his or her upper arm or shoulder, applying either 

slight pressure or gently rubbing or patting the arm.  
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22 – Touching somoene’s upper arm!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REASSURING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 being strong 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Reminding P2 of his/her strength (by referring to the muscles of the 

upper arm)  

Wishing P2 good luck, 

Encouraging P2 to accomplish something challenging, unpleasant 

or uncommon 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t give up”, “You can do that”, “Be strong”, “Good luck” 

(P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus P1 supporting P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Offering protection through physical contact with P2, 

Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Providing consolation by sharing grief with someone,  

Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t worry”, “It’s okay”, 

“We’ll get through this together”, “Don’t be scared”, “My 

a)! While sitting or standing across from P2, P1 places the 

palm of one open, modified B-shaped hand, thumb slightly 

extended, on his or her upper arm or shoulder, applying either 

slight pressure or gently rubbing or patting the arm.  

!
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22 – Touching somoene’s upper arm 

 

condolences”, “I’m so sorry”, “I’m sorry for your loss” (P1 to P2) 

 

III DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

6 Laying a palm on someone’s hand 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

25 Clinging on to someone's arm  

27 Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade 

29 Shaking someone by their shoulders 

30 Turning someone's body  

7777
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23 – Rubbing the arms of someone freezing 

!

23 

RUBBING THE ARMS OF SOMEONE FREEZING 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing or sitting in front of or behind them, P1 rubs P2’s arms vertically from 

shoulder to elbow with both open hands, fingers spread, to stop P2 from being cold.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 
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23 – Rubbing the arms of someone freezing!

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel comfortable, 

Making P2 get rid of a chill,  

Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Wait” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You’ll be warm soon”, “Think warm thoughts” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

16 Turning someone's body  

48 Shaking someone by their shoulders  

49 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

63 Touching someone's upper arm  
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24 – Laying a palm on someone’s arm 

24 

LAYING A PALM ON SOMEONE’S ARM 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While sitting next to P2, P1 reaches the outside arm across the body and lays the palm 

of a cupped, modified C-shaped hand on P2’s inside arm or wrist, with the fingers 

pointing toward P2’s body and the thumb either touching the forefinger of the same 

hand or wrapped around P2’s arm or wrist. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

 

a) While sitting next to one another, P1 lays the palm of 

the inside arm in a cupped, modified C-shaped hand, 

fingers pointing toward P2’s body, on P2’s inside arm or 

wrist. 
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24 – Laying a palm on someone’s arm 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

 

b) While sitting next to one another, P1 wraps the 

hand of the inside arm under the inside arm of P2 and 

lays the hand, palm down, fingers pointing toward 

P2’s body, on the top of P2’s forearm.  
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24 – Laying a palm on someone’s arm 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” 

 

III CALMING P2 DOWN 

Locution nucleus P2 being calm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2’s hands from nervous movement, 

Helping P2 relax, 

Transferring some of P1’s calmness onto P2 

Interjection! “Shhh” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Calm down”, It’s okay” (P1 to P2)!

 

IV EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

V DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P!
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24 – Laying a palm on someone’s arm 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

35 Stroking someone's head  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

61 Scratching someone's back  

87 Linking arms  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

111 Leaning on someone  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

87 Linking arms  
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25 – Clinging on to someone’s arm 

 

25 

CLINGING ON TO SOMEONE’S ARM 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting or standing next to one another, P1 encloses P2’s arm with one or both arms  

and closes one or both hands around it in a modified C-shape. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REQUESTING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being protected from harm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Holding on to the other’s body to benefit from their physical 

8585



25 – Clinging on to someone’s arm!

stability 

 

II EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Using P2 as a headrest 

Interjection “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

 

III REQUESTING A FAVOR 

Locution nucleus Having someone do or provide something 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of the favor by applying physical 

contact 

Interjection “Pleeease!” (P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

111 Leaning on someone   

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

87 Linking arms  

111 Leaning on someone  
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26 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

26 

 

LAYING ONE ARM AROUND THE OTHER’S SHOULDER 

 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While standing or sitting next to one another, P1 rests their inside arm, slightly bent at 

the elbow, around P2’s shoulders and places the hand of that arm, palm facing down, 

on P2’s outside shoulder. 

 

 

 

 

 

8787



26 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

    

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I IMPARTING WISDOM OR ADVICE 

Locution nucleus Having wisdom or advice to impart  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example “P1 taking P2 under his/her wing”, 

Sharing one’s knowledge 

Interjection “Listen, ...” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Let me tell you something”, “Come here” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, is performed by P1 

draping their inside arm around the back or shoulder blades 

of P2 and resting the open hand, palm facing down, on P2’s 

outside shoulder. 

 

b) While standing or sitting next to one another, P1 drapes 

their inside arm across the shoulders of P2, bending the 

elbow around the back of P2’s neck and letting the hand 

hang limply over P2’s outside shoulder onto the front of 

their body.   

8888



26 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get through 

this together”, “Don’t be scared” 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 
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26 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand  

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

71 Touching someone's breast(s) 

72 Pinching someone's nipples  

113 Kissing someone's hand 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

77 Placing an arm around someone’s waist  

111 Leaning on someone  
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27 - Clapping someone on the shoulder 

 

27 

CLAPPING SOMEONE ON THE SHOULDER/SHOULDERBLADE 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

With one hand in a horizontal B-shape, palm facing downward, fingers slightly spread and 

thumb extended vertically, P1 gently pats P2 on the shoulder or upper arm one or several 

times in the same movement. This gesture and all its variations can be executed from the side, 

the front, the back or from above. 
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27 - Clapping someone on the shoulder!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 
 

    

 

    

!

!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING SATISFACTION WITH SOMEONE’S 

ACTIONS 

Locution nucleus Being pleased about the addressee’s actions or accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Providing positive feedback,  

Recognizing P2’s positive response to a challenging situation, 

Rewarding positive action, 

Praising P2 

Interjection “Respect!”, “Good”  (P1 to P2) 

 

 

 

a) With a slightly C-shaped hand, palm facing outward and 

fingers together, P1 gently pats P2 on the shoulder or upper 

arm one or several times in the same movement. 

!

 

b) With the bottom surface of 2, 3 or 4 fingers together, P1 

gently pats P2 on the shoulder or upper arm one or several 

times in the same movement. 

!
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27 - Clapping someone on the shoulder 

 

Colloquial rendering “Right on”, “Well done”, “Good job”, “Nicely done”, “You did 

the right thing”, “I am very proud of you”, “That was great”   

(P1 to P2) 

 

 

II EXPRESSING RESPECT 

Locution nucleus Having respect for someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Letting the other know that one values his/her presence, 

Opening friendly relations 

Interjection “Respect” 

Register label Dialect 

 

 

III EXPRESSING COMRADERY 

Locution nucleus Being comrades 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Motivating each other to cooperate in solving a shared problem, 

Confirming a shared bond with one another, 

Greeting P2 / Bidding farewell  

Interjection “Yeah” 

Colloquial rendering “Let’s do it”, “Let’s go, man” 

Register label Dialect 

 

 

IV EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Intensifying P2’s satisfaction, 

Emphazising the importance of a successful performance, 

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats”, “Yeah” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You did it” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Dialect 
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27 - Clapping someone on the shoulder!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non- combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

36 Patting someone on the head  

44 Smacking someone  

60 Slapping a coughing person's back  

80 Spanking someone's behind  

 

!
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28 – Prodding someone from the back 

28 

PRODDING SOMEONE FROM THE BACK 

 
 

 

EXPRESSION 

From the back or side, P1 uses one hand, placed on P2’s back in a horizontal B-shape, 

palm facing inward, fingers slightly spread and thumb extended vertically, to gently 

push them forward. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Encouraging 
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28 – Prodding someone from the back 

Perlocution example Convincing P2 that it is not as difficult to act as initially thought 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I’m here 

for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label  Informal 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

60 Slapping a coughing person's back  

63 Pushing someone  
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29 – Shaking someone by their shoulders 

29 

SHAKING SOMEONE BY THEIR SHOULDERS 

 
 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing P2, P1 lays the palms of both open hands, fingers slightly spread and 

thumbs extended, onto P2’s shoulders and gently shakes P2’s upper body. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I SNAPPING SOMEONE OUT OF A TRANCE 

Locution nucleus Wanting to jolt someone into awareness  

Illocution Demonstrating 
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29 – Shaking someone by their shoulders 

Perlocution examples Helping P2 to a more appropriate evaluation of a given situation, 

Getting P2 to act reasonable 

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t you get it?”, “Isn’t it obvious?” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

II FORCING EYE CONTACT 

Locution nucleus Making eye contact  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of a moment or conversation through 

forced eye contact 

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

III REQUESTING THE ADDRESSEE’S ATTENTION  

Locution nucleus Someone being aware of something  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Engaging P2’s awareness, 

Advising P2 

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 
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29 – Shaking someone by their shoulders 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

 

V DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

22 Touching someone's upper arm  

30 Turning someone's body  

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  

 

9999
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30 – Turning someone’s body 

!

30 

TURNING SOMEONE’S BODY 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing across from or behind them, P1 grabs on to the shoulders or upper arms of P2 

with both open hands, four fingers wrapped around one side and the thumb around the 

opposite side of the arm or shoulder, and turns them to face a certain direction. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

!!!!

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with 

one hand (while the other is engaged in a deictic gesture, 

pointing at something with the extended first finger of an 

otherwise closed hand). 

!

101101



30 – Turning someone’s body!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REQUESTING THE ADDRESSEE’S FULL ATTENTION  

Locution nucleus Having P2 refocus their attention 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Making P2 aware of something in the immediate surroundings,  

Warning P2 by assisting him/her in avoiding a potential hazard, 

Guiding someone to reveal a surprise 

Interjection “Hey”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see this?” “Check this out” , “Watch 

this”, “Look there” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

22 Touching someone's upper arm 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

29 Shaking someone by their shoulders  

34 Turning someone's head  
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31 – Rendering someone unable to move!

 

31 

RENDERING SOMEONE UNABLE TO MOVE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is lying down on their back, P1 limits their range of motion either by sitting or 

kneeling on them and holding both of their arms by the wrists against the ground.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

   

 

a) P1, while sitting or kneeling on P2, who is lying face down, 

holds one or both of P2’s arms firmly behind their back 

rendering them unable to move or escape.  
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31 – Rendering someone unable to move!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING SUPERIOR STRENGTH  

Locution nucleus Being physically superior 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 unable to move,  

Stopping P2 from acting against P1, 

Making P2 feel helpless 

Colloquial rendering “Who’s the boss now?”, “Take that”, “Don’t move” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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32 – Enclosing someone’s face with both hands 

 

32 

ENCLOSING SOMEONE’S FACE WITH BOTH HANDS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 places both of his or her open, slightly curved, modified B-

shaped hands, fingers loosely spread and pointing toward the back of P2’s head, palms facing 

inward, on P2’s cheeks so that his or her face is enclosed within both hands. 

!

!

!

!

!
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32 – Enclosing someone’s face with both hands!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I OFFERING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Protecting P2 

Illocution Offering 

Perlocution examples Promising to defend P2, 

Demanding P2 to take care of themself, 

Encouraging P2 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t be scared”, “I’m here”, “I’ll protect you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

III DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 
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32 – Enclosing someone’s face with both hands 

 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” 

 

IV CALMING P2 DOWN 

Locution nucleus P2 being calm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2’s head from nervous movement, 

Helping P2 relax, 

Transferring some of P1’s calmness onto P2 

Interjection! “Shhh” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Calm down”, It’s okay” (P1 to P2)!

 

V EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being tender with a high level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship, 

Making P2 feel comfortable,  

Convincing P2 of enjoying his/her company 

Colloquial rendering “You look beautiful”, “I am so happy to be here with you”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

107107



32 – Enclosing someone’s face with both hands!

Potentially combined gestures 

 

34 Turning someone's head  

97 Putting foreheads together  

100 Fluttering eyelashes together  

101 Rubbing noses together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

5 Enclosing someone's hand with both hands 

33 Covering someone's head  

34 Turning someone's head  

42 Stroking someone's cheek  

44 Smacking someone  
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33 – Covering somoene’s head 

 

33 

COVERING SOMEONE’S HEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing facing P2, P1 presses P2’s head against their shoulder and with the palm of 

one open hand, fingers slightly spread and thumb extended, covers P2’s face, head, ears or 

eyes. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

!
!!!

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be accompanied 

by placing the other open hand, fingers slightly spread and 

thumb extended, onto P2’s head.  

!
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33 – Covering somoene’s head!

!!!!

!

!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I OFFERING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Protecting P2 

Illocution Offering 

Perlocution examples Promising to defend P2, 

Demanding P2 to take care of themself, 

Encouraging P2 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t be scared”, “I’m here”, “I’ll protect you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for another person’s safety 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Sheltering P2 in one’s embrace, 

P2 feeling sheltered, 

Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

 

b) The gesture, as described above, as well as variation a) 

can be accompanied by P1 touching P2’s head with their 

head or cheek while covering P2’s face. 

!
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33 – Covering somoene’s head 

 

III EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being tender with a high level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship,  

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Conveying feeling comfortable,  

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person 

 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

42 Stroking someone's cheek  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

90 Wrapping arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

97 Putting foreheads together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Leaning on someone  
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33 – Covering somoene’s head!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

35 Stroking someone’s head 

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  
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34 – Turning someone’s head 

!

34 

TURNING SOMEONE’S HEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 places both open B-shaped hands, palms facing inward, fingertips 

pointing toward the back of P2’s head, on the cheeks of P2, and turns their head either to a 

different direction or toward themselves. This gesture can also be performed with one hand. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

!!!

 

a) With the hand in a horizontally-tilted L shape, thumb 

pointing upward, index finger slightly bent, palm facing the 

body, the chin of P2 is held between the thumb and 

forefinger of P1 and the head is moved either to a different 

direction or to face P1. 

!
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34 – Turning someone’s head!

!

!!!!

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

!

I FORCING EYE CONTACT 

Locution nucleus Having eye contact  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of a moment of conversation through 

forced eye contact 

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!

II REQUESTING THE ADDRESSEE’S FULL ATTENTION  

Locution nucleus Having P2 refocus their attention 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Making P2 aware of something in the immediate surroundings,  

Warning P2 by assisting him/her in avoiding a potential hazard, 

Guiding someone to reveal a surprise 

Interjection “Hey”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see this?” “Check this out” , “Watch 

 

 

 

b) While facing each other, P1 grabs onto the top of P2’s 

skull with one hand open in a claw-like modified C-shaped 

position, fingers spread, palm facing downward, and turns 

their head either in a different direction or to face P1. 

!
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34 – Turning someone’s head 

!

this”, “Look there” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

30 Turning someone's body!

32 Enclosing someone’s face with both hands 

115115



 

116116



35 – Stroking someone’s head 

 

35 

STROKING SOMEONE’S HEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 places the palm of one open hand, fingers either together or slightly spread, on top of P2’s 

head and gently strokes the hair from the front towards the back of the head once or several 

times in one movement. 
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35 – Stroking someone’s head!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

 

 
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship, 

Complimenting P2, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Expressing desire for bodily contact with another person, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward another person 

Colloquial rendering “You look beautiful”, “My loved one” (P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

with the palms of both hands stroking P2’s head.  

!
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35 – Stroking someone’s head 

 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

!

III PROVIDING CONSOLATION 

Locution nucleus Consoling a sad person 

Illocution Demonstrating  

Perlocution examples Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person, 

Sharing grief with P2 

Interjection “Sorry”, “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry”, “I’m here for you”, 

“Dry those tears” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 
 

33 Covering someone's head  

91 Hugging  

101 Rubbing noses together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  
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35 – Stroking someone’s head!

108 Kissing someone's neck  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Leaning on someone  

115 Laying the head upon someone's lap  

122 Sitting on someone's lap  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

36 Patting someone on the head  

42 Stroking someone’s cheek 

 

120120



36 – Patting someone on the head 

 

36 

PATTING SOMEONE ON THE HEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 gently pats the top of P2’s head once or several times in one movement with the downward 

facing palm of one open, modified B-shaped hand, thumb loosely extended. 
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36 – Patting someone on the head!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE YOUNGER 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 mothering P2 

Interjection “My” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Little one”, “You’ve gotten big” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING PLEASURE IN SOMEONE’S ACTIONS OR 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

Locution nucleus Being satisfied 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Making P2 feel proud of himself/herself 

Interjection “Right on” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Good girl”, “Good boy”, “Well done”, “I am very proud of 

you”, “Good job”, “Nicely done” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III TEASING SOMEONE ABOUT SOMETHING  

Locution nucleus A situation being embarrassing 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Making fun of P2’s awkwardness,  

Making P2 feel ashamed 

Interjection “Oh”, “Jeez” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “How embarrassing”, “I would be so embarrassed”, “How 

weird” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 
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36 – Patting someone on the head 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

27 Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade 

35 Stroking someone's head  

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by an adult (P1) to a child (P2). 
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37 – Rubbing someone’s head with the knuckles 

 

37 

RUBBING SOMEONE’S HEAD WITH THE KNUCKLES 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 wraps one arm, bent at the elbow, around P2’s neck, presses P2’s head against his or her 

own chest and holds it there. P1 then rubs the knuckles of the four fingers of the other hand, in 

a closed S- or A-shape, with the arm bent at the elbow and the knuckle of the middle finger 

slightly raised, vigorously to and fro against the top of P2’s head. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can also be 

performed using only the knuckles of the fore- and 

middle finger of one closed, S- or A-shaped hand.  

!
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37 – Rubbing someone’s head with the knuckles!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING A POSITION OF AUTHORITY 

Locution nucleus Having authority 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Reinforcing positions within a hierarchy of relations (familial or 

social), 

Playfully dominating someone  

Interjection “You”, “Ahh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Grandma’s girl/boy”, “You little stinker” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE YOUNGER 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution P1 mothering P2 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t you look good”, “Look at you”, “My little boy/girl”,  

“My, how you’ve grown” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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37 – Rubbing someone’s head with the knuckles 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

8 Bumping knuckles  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

 

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by an adult (P1) to a child (P2). 
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38 – Making the sign of a cross on someone’s forehead 

!

38 

MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS  

ON SOMEONE’S FOREHEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing one another, P1 extends one arm towards P2 and draws a cross on P2’s forehead 

virtually or with ashes, using the tip of the vertically extended thumb, the hand closed in a 

vertical A-shaped position.  
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38 – Making the sign of a cross on someone’s forehead!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I MARKING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Marking someone as a Christian 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Reminding P2 to believe in God, 

Reminding P2 to value the Christian religion and live by it’s 

precepts, 

Making P2 feel like a member of the church  

Interjection “Amen” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “In the name of the father, the son and the holy spirit, “In the 

name of God...” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Technical 

 

II RECALLING MORTALITY 

Locution nucleus Someone’s life being in God’s hands 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Reminding P2 of his/her own mortality 

Interjection “Amen” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return”  (P1 to P2) 

Register label Technical 

 

III COMMENDING TO GOD’S PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus God protecting someone from evil 

Illocution Commending 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel protected, 

P1 making use of the privilege to act as the earthly embodiment of 

Christ 

Interjection “Amen” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “God bless you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Technical 
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38 – Making the sign of a cross on someone’s forehead 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

39 Placing palms on someone’s head 

 

 

Context 

This gesture is used within the context of Christian religion. 

This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 39. 
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39 – Placing palms on someone’s head 

!

39 

PLACING PALMS ON SOMEONE’S HEAD 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is kneeling and P1 stands in front of them with both arms extended and slightly bent 

at the elbow, P1 lays both open, modified B-shaped hands, palms facing downward, fingers 

together with thumbs touching the side of the first finger or slightly spread, on P2's head and 

holds them that way for a period of time. 
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39 – Placing palms on someone’s head!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

 

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I BLESSING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus God protecting someone from evil 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel protected, 

P1 making use of the privilege to act as the earthly embodiment of 

Christ 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with 

just one hand.  

!

b) While the gesture described above is performed with one hand, the other arm is 

extended and the hand, in a modified horizontal B-shape with the thumb slightly spread, is 

used to trace the outline of a cross in the air. The shape of the cross is made by moving the 

hand from a starting point at the center of the body slightly up, then down past the starting 

point and back up to it, then, without changing the hand shape, toward the left of the 

imaginary vertical line just traced, and finally straight across to the right of the vertical 

line before coming back to the starting position and dropping down to the resting position.  

!
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39 – Placing palms on someone’s head 

!

Interjection “Amen” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “God bless you” (P1) 

Register label Technical 

 

II CONSECRATING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 belonging to a Christian religious community 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples Giving P2 the spiritual approval to live within a certain Christian 

religious community, 

Reinforcing P2’s adherence to Christian beliefs 

Interjection “Amen” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “In the name of the father, the son and the holy spirit, “In the 

name of God...” (P1) 

Register label Technical 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

38 Making the sign of a cross on someone's forehead  
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39 – Placing palms on someone’s head!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

35 Stroking someone's head 

 

 

Context 

This gesture is used within the context of Christian religion. 

This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 38. 
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40 – Acting as if removing someone’s nose!

!

40 

ACTING AS IF REMOVING SOMEONE’S NOSE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 encloses P2’s nose between the crooked index and middle finger of a half-open, 

horizontal, A-shaped hand and then pulls the fingers away while pushing his or her own 

thumb between them as if it were P2’s nose. 
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40 – Acting as if removing someone’s nose!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I MANIPULATING SOMEONE’S PERCEPTION 

Locution nucleus Being able to alter reality 

Illocution Demonstrating (to P2) 

Perlocution examples Making P2 question reality, 

Confusing P2 with an illusion 

Colloquial rendering  “I got your nose”, “Here it is” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Context 

 

This gesture is most commonly performed by an adult (P1) to a child (P2). 
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41 – Pushing up someone’s nose!

!

41 

PUSHING UP SOMEONE’S NOSE  

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 places the side of the bent index finger of one otherwise closed, A-shaped hand under P2’s 

nose and slightly pushes their head up, usually after tricking P2 into looking down by pointing 

with the extended index finger at the front of their torso.  
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41 – Pushing up someone’s nose!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I PLAYFULLY OVERCOMING DISTANCE 

Locution nucleus Overcoming unfamilarity 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples P1 showing P2 that their company is fun, 

Amusing P2, 

Showing being concerned about P2’s mood, 

Brightening up P2’s day 

Interjection “Huh?” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Hey, what’s that?”, “You’ve got something there” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

20 Tapping someone  

55 Lifting someone's chin 

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by an adult (P1) to a child (P2). 
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42 – Stroking someone’s cheek 

 

42 

STROKING SOMEONE’S CHEEK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing next to or facing them, P1 uses the back of the four upward pointing fingers of 

one half-closed hand, slightly cupped in a modified C-shape with palms facing outward, to 

gently rub P2’s cheek once or several times in an up/down movement. 
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42 – Stroking someone’s cheek!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

!!! 

 

!!! 

 

!!!

 

 

 

 

 

a) With the palm of one open modified B-shaped hand, 

fingertips pointing toward the ear, fingers slightly spread and 

thumb loosely extended, P1 gently rubs P2’s cheek once or 

several times in a vertical movement. 

!

 

b) With the fingertips of one open, modified B-shaped hand 

pointing toward P2’s ear, the fingers slightly spread and 

thumb loosely extended, P1 gently rubs P2’s cheek once or 

several times in one downward movement.  

!

 

c) With the palm of one open, modified B-shaped hand  

placed on P2’s cheek, fingers pointing toward their ear, P1 

gently rubs P2’s cheek or the corner of their eye with the 

extended thumb once or several times in one movement as if 

wiping off tears.  

!
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42 – Stroking someone’s cheek 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship, 

Complimenting P2, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Expressing desire for bodily contact with another person, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward another person 

Colloquial rendering “You look beautiful”, “My loved one” (P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 

!

III PROVIDING CONSOLATION 

Locution nucleus Consoling a sad person 

Illocution Demonstrating  

Perlocution examples Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person, 

Sharing grief with P2 

Interjection “Sorry”, “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry”, “I’m here for you”, 

“Dry those tears” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!
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42 – Stroking someone’s cheek!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

32 Enclosing somoene's face with both hands  

33 Covering someone's head  

34 Turning someone's head  

44 Smacking someone  

 

!
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43 - Pinching someone’s cheek 

!

43 

PINCHING SOMEONE’S CHEEK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 pinches the cheek of P2 between the surface of the thumb and the 

opposing side of the curved index finger and slightly pulls and/or shakes the skin. This 

gesture and all its variations can be performed with one hand or both hands simultaneously. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

 

 

a) While facing them, P1 pinches the skin of P2’s cheek 

between the tip of the thumb and index finger of a horizontally 

F-shaped hand and slightly pulls and/or shakes it. 

!
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43 - Pinching someone’s cheek!

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I SHOWING APPROVAL 

Locution nucleus Approving of P2’s development 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Showing pleasure in P2’s accomplishments, 

Making P2 feel proud of himself/herself 

Colloquial rendering “Look at you”, “My, how you’ve grown”, “Good girl”, “Good 

boy”, “Well done”, “I am very proud of you”, “Good job”, 

“Nicely done” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE YOUNGER 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 mothering P2 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t you look good”, “My little boy/girl” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING A POSITION OF AUTHORITY 

Locution nucleus Playfully dominating someone  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Reinforcing positions within a hierarchy of relations (familial or 

social)  

 

b) While facing them and with the hand in a modified X-

shape, P1 pinches the skin of P2’s cheek between the 

knuckles of the bent index and middle fingers and slightly 

pulls and/or shakes it.  

!
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43 - Pinching someone’s cheek 

!

Interjection “You”, “Ahh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Grandma’s girl/boy”, “You little stinker” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

IV TEASING SOMEONE ABOUT SOMETHING  

Locution nucleus A situation being embarrassing 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Making fun of P2’s awkwardness,  

Making P2 feel ashamed 

Interjection “Oh”, “Jeez” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “How embarrassing”, “I would be so embarrassed”, “How 

weird” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

79 Pinching someone's behind  
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44 – Smacking someone!

 

44 

SMACKING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

Standing or sitting across from and facing P2, P1 uses the inward facing palm of one modified 

B-shaped hand, thumb loosely extended and fingers either together or slightly spread, arm 

slightly bent at the elbow, to smack the skin of P2, most commonly on the cheek facing the 

inward-turned palm.  

! !

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING ANGER 

Locution nucleus Being angry about the behavior of P2 
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44 – Smacking someone!

 

II DEMONSTRATING DISAPPROVAL 

Locution nucleus P2 having violated a norm 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Punishing P2, 

Disciplining P2, 

Deterring P2 (Px) from unacceptable behavior 

Showing contempt of P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Provoking/Challenging P2 

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

60 Slapping a coughing person's back  

80 Spanking someone's behind  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel inferior, 

Insulting P2, 

Humiliating P2, 

Demonstrating power, 

Displaying fierce determination toward P2 and Px 

Register label Derogatory 
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45 – Holding someone’s eyes closed 

!

45 

HOLDING SOMEONE’S EYES CLOSED 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind P2 with bent arms and both hands in a modified B shape, fingers 

together and thumb extended, P1 lays the palms over the eyes of P2. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

!!!!

!

 

a) The gesture, as explained above, can be performed with 

one hand. 

!
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45 – Holding someone’s eyes closed!

    

!

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I SNEAKING UP ON SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Guessing P1’s identity 

Illocution Asking 

Perlocution examples Making oneself seem important, 

Opening a conversation with P2 in a humorous way, 

Catching P2 off guard  

Interjection “Hi”, “Guess” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Who am I?”, “Guess who” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II ANNOUNCING A SURPRISE 

Locution nucleus Wishing to surprise someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Preparing a positive surprise, 

Positively influencing P2’s mood 

Interjection “Wait”, “Look” (P1 to P2) 

 

b) While standing across from them, P1 lays the palm(s) of one or 

both hands in a modified B shape, fingers together and thumb 

extended, over the eyes of P2. 
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45 – Holding someone’s eyes closed 

!

Colloquial rendering “I have to show you something”, “Wait ‘til you see this” 

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

46 Holding someone's mouth closed  

 

50 Holding someone's ears closed  

 

!
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46 – Holding someone’s mouth closed!

!

46 

HOLDING SOMEONE’S MOUTH CLOSED 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 lays the side or the bottom of the vertically extended forefinger of one otherwise closed, 

modified S-shaped hand onto P2’s lips to hold their mouth closed.  

 
EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I FORBIDDING SOMEONE TO SPEAK 

Locution nucleus Not letting someone speak 

a) P1 lays the palm of one slightly cupped, modified B-shaped 

hand, fingers loosely spread and thumb extended or touching 

the forefinger, onto P2’s lips to keep their mouth closed.  

!
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46 – Holding someone’s mouth closed!

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Prohibiting P2 from speaking, 

Forcing P2 to stop and think, 

Deterring P2 from unacceptable behavior 

Interjection “Pssht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t speak”, “Say no more” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II REPRIMANDING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being dissatisfied with another’s utterance 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 aware of the unacceptability of his/her previous 

utterance, 

Disciplining P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temprary power, 

Provoking/challenging P2 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

45 Holding someone's eyes closed  

50 Holding someone's ears closed  
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47 – Covering the mouth while speaking into someone’s ear 

 

47 

COVERING THE MOUTH  

WHILE SPEAKING INTO SOMEONE’S EAR 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 speaks something into P2’s ear while one B-shaped hand, palm facing inward, with the 

thumb and forefinger touching P1’s cheek and the little finger close to or touching P2’s ear or 

cheek, is held between mouth and ear to hide what is being said from outside observers.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

    
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed while 

both half open modified C-shaped hands, palms facing each 

other inward, thumbs against the first finger and touching the 

face, are held close to P2’s ear, to either cover the mouth and 

prevent outside observers from lip reading, or to block out 

extraneous noise to better hear the whispered words. !

!
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47 – Covering the mouth while speaking into someone’s ear!

I DEMONSTRATING SECRECY 

Locution nucleus Sharing a secret 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Excluding Px from a conversation, 

Informing P2 about the confidentiality of what is being said, 

Putting emphasis on the secret nature of what is being said 

Colloquial rendering [Content of secret] (P1 to P2) 

!

II EXPRESSING COMPLICITY 

Locution nucleus Being accomplices 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Motivating each other to cooperate in sharing a secret, 

Confirming a bond joining P1 and P2, 

Informing Px about a shared secret between P1 and P2 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t tell anyone”, “That’s our secret”, “Keep it a secret”  

(P1 to P2) 

!

 

  

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!
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48 – Pulling on someone’s earlobe!

!

48 

PULLING ON SOMEONE’S EARLOBE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 grabs P2’s earlobe between the surface of the thumb and the opposing side of the curved 

index finger of one hand and either pulls downward or pulls the earlobe in a certain direction 

to cause P2 to move in that direction.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

!

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with 

P1’s hand in a horizontal F-shape so that the tips of thumb 

and index finger grab the earlobe of P2 and either pull it 

downward or tug on it repeatedly. 

!
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48 – Pulling on someone’s earlobe!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I REQUESTING THE ADDRESSEE’S ATTENTION  

Locution nucleus Being aware of something  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Engaging P2’s awareness 

Interjection “Hey”, “Psst”, “Mom”, “Dad”  (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me”, “Look over here”, “Do you see 

this?”, “Watch this” (P1 to P2) 

 

II REQUESTING A FAVOR 

Locution nucleus Doing or providing something 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of the favor by applying physical 

contact 

Interjection “Pleeease!” (P1 to P2) 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

49  Pulling someone by the ear 

53 Pulling on someone's hair 

Context 

This gesture is most commonly performed by a child (P1) to an adult (P2).  
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49 – Pulling someone by the ear!

!

49 

PULLING SOMEONE BY THE EAR 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one closed hand to grab the top of P2’s ear between the surface of the thumb and the 

opposing side of the curved index finger and either pulls it upward or in a certain direction to 

cause P2 to move in that direction. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING ANGER 

Locution nucleus Being angry about the behavior of P2 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel abused/dominated, 

Insulting/Humiliating/Punishing/Disciplining P2, 

Deterring P2 (and"Px) from unacceptable behavior 

Showing contempt of P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 
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49 – Pulling someone by the ear!

 

II THREATENING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Doing someone physical harm 

Illocution Threatening 

Perlocution examples Displaying superior strength and the willingness to use it for 

violence, 

Drawing P2 into physical combat,  

Confronting P2 with aggressive behavior, 

Blaming P2 for something, 

Making P2 feel guilty, 

Humiliating P2 by making him/her feel abused/dominated 

Interjection “Don’t you” 

Colloquial rendering “I dare you”, “You talkin’ to me?” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

!

!

reciprocal! ! !

cooperative! ! ! agonal!

simultaneous! ! ! successive!

symmetrical! ! ! asymmetrical!

!

non-reciprocal!

combinable! ! ! non-combinable!

aggressive! ! ! friendly!

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

48 Pulling someone’s earlobe 

53 Pulling on someone's hair !

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel abused/dominated, 

Insulting/Humiliating/Punishing/Disciplining P2, 

Deterring P2 (and P3/Px) from unacceptable behavior 

Showing contempt of P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Provoking/Challenging P2 

Register label Derogatory 
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50 – Holding someone’s ears closed!

!

50 

HOLDING SOMEONE’S EARS CLOSED 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1, in front of or behind P2, places the fingertips of the extended forefingers of both hands, 

either closed or half-open, into P2’s auricle and presses, closing the auditory canal. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

 

a) P1 lays the palms of both modified B-shaped hands, 

fingers together, thumbs either extended or touching the 

forefinger, over P2’s ears to cover the auditory canal.  

!
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50 – Holding someone’s ears closed!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ANNOUNCING A SURPRISE 

Locution nucleus Wishing to surprise someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Preparing a positive surprise, 

Positively influencing P2’s mood 

Interjection “Wait” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You have to hear something”, “Wait ‘til you hear this” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

45 Holding someone's eyes closed  

46 Holding someone's mouth closed  
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51 – Putting someone’s hair behind their ears 

!

51 

PUTTING SOMEONE’S HAIR BEHIND THEIR EARS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

With one or both modified F-shaped hand(s), thumb and forefinger touching and the other 

three fingers bent into a half closed position, P1 gently rearranges stray hairs behind one or 

both of P2’s ears. 
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51 – Putting someone’s hair behind their ears!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

  
 

 

 
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I GROOMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for P2’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Accepting P2 into a group of social relations, 

Letting P2 know that he/she is taken care of, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Advising P2 while meaning well 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 mothering P2 

Register label Informal 

 

 

 

 

a) With a half closed, cupped hand, 

thumb loosely extended and palm facing 

inward, P1 strokes P2’s hair behind one 

or both ears using either the fingertips of 

all four fingers, or of just the middle 

finger (with the forefinger optionally 

extended). 

!
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51 – Putting someone’s hair behind their ears 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

35 Stroking someone's head  

53 Pulling on someone's hair  
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52 – Braiding someone’s hair !

!

52 

BRAIDING SOMEONE’S HAIR 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing or sitting behind them and facing the same direction, P1 holds P2’s hair with 

both hands and fashions it into braids by splitting the hair into three equal-sized bundles and 

overlapping the bundles alternating left, center, right, center, etc.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I GROOMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for P2’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Accepting P2 into a group of social relations, 
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52 – Braiding someone’s hair !

Letting P2 know that he/she is taken care of, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Advising P2 while meaning well 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 mothering P2 

Register label Informal 

!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

53 Pulling on someone's hair  
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53 – Pulling on someone’s hair 

 

53 

PULLING ON SOMEONE’S HAIR 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one or both A- or S-shaped hands to grab on to the hair of P2 by enclosing it in his or 

her fist and pulls it.  
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53 – Pulling on someone’s hair!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Forcing P2 to say or do something, 

Causing P2  to lose balance, 

Keeping P2 from moving forward, 

P1 gaining temporary power over P2 

Interjection “Nah, nah” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Stay here”, “Take that back”, “Apologize” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

48 Pulling on someone's earlobe 

49 Pulling someone by the ear 

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  
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54 – Scratching someone’s beard!

!

54 

SCRATCHING SOMEONE’S BEARD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting or standing and facing them, P1 uses the fingertips and fingernails of one or both 

modified C-shaped, clawed hands to scratch the beard of P2. 
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54 – Scratching someone’s beard!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I GROOMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for P2’s well being or appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Accepting P2 into a family of social relations, 

Playfully treating P2 like an animal, 

Letting P2 know that he/she is taken care of, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a medium level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Showing willingness to support or assist P2, 

Making P2 feel comfortable, 

Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with P2, 

Showing satisfaction with P2’s behavior or accomplishments 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

61 Scratching someone's back  
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55 – Lifting someone’s chin 

 

55 

LIFTING SOMEONE’S CHIN  

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing P2, P1, with the balled S- or A-shaped hand of one bent arm directed upward, 

palm facing inward, uses the flat surface between the knuckles and first joint of the back of 

the four fingers to lift up P2’s chin, pushing their head back and upwards.   
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55 – Lifting someone’s chin!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

  

 

     

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I THREATENING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Intimidating someone physically 

Illocution Threatening 

Perlocution examples Giving P2 a warning about the potential impact of the fist/hand on the 

face, 

Displaying superior strength and the willingness to use it for violence, 

Drawing P2 into physical combat,  

Confronting P2 with aggressive behavior, 

Humiliating P2 by making him/her feel abused/dominated 

Interjection “Hey” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t mess with me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

II REQUESTING SOMEONE’S FULL ATTENTION 

Locution nucleus Having eye contact  

a) P1 uses the fingertips of an open 

modified B-shaped hand, fingers 

together and thumb touching the 

forefinger, palm facing upward, to lift 

P2’s chin until their head is pushed 

upwards and back.  

!

b) P1 places the horizontal topside 

of one bent, slightly extended index 

finger of an otherwise closed A-

shaped hand, palm facing inward,  

under P2’s chin and slightly pushes 

their head up.  

!
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55 – Lifting someone’s chin 

 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Making P2 look up at P1, 

Demanding respect, 

Having P2 be fully aware of P1 through eye contact,  

Emphasizing the importance of a moment or conversation  

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

III DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power  

Register label Derogatory 

  

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related Gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

41 Pushing up someone's nose  

64 Punching someone  
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56– Grabbing someone’s chin 

!

56 

GRABBING SOMEONE’S CHIN 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 holds the chin of P2 between the thumb and forefinger of one hand, held in a horizontally 

tilted L shape, thumb pointing upward, index finger slightly bent, palm facing the body. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I FORCING EYE CONTACT 

Locution nucleus Having eye contact  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of a moment or conversation through 

forced eye contact, 

Demanding respect 

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 
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56– Grabbing someone’s chin!

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II REQUESTING SOMEONE’S FULL ATTENTION 

Locution nucleus Having eye contact  

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Making P2 look up at P1, 

Demanding respect, 

Having P2 be fully aware of P1 through eye contact,  

Emphasizing the importance of a moment or conversation  

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

III DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power  

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

34 Turning someone's head  

55 Lifting someone's chin !
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57 – Grabbing somoene’s neck!

!

57 

GRABBING SOMEONE’S NECK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 encloses the back of P2’s neck between the thumb and the four fingers of one horizontal 

C-shaped hand, palm facing inward. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Dominating someone  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Controlling someone physically, 

Reinforcing positions within a hierarchy of relations (familial or 

social), 

Playfully teasing P2 
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57 – Grabbing somoene’s neck!

Interjection “You”, “Ahh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Grandma’s girl/boy”, “You little stinker” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

!

II THREATENING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Intimidating someone physically 

Illocution Threatening 

Perlocution examples Displaying superior strength, 

Drawing P2 into physical combat,  

Blaming P2 for something, 

Making P2 feel guilty, 

Humiliating P2 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

73 Massaging someone  

84 Pinching someone's knee or leg  
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58 – Making as if to strangle someone 

 

58 

MAKING AS IF TO STRANGLE SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing P2, P1 wraps both C-shaped hands around P2’s neck with palms facing inward, 

both thumbs on their throat pressing the windpipe, and the other fingers wrapped around the 

back of their neck. This gesture and its variations can be performed while sitting, laying, 

kneeling or standing 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 
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58 – Making as if to strangle someone!

a) While facing P2, P1 grabs P2’s throat with one horizontal C-shaped hand, the thumb to one 

side of P2’s windpipe and the other fingers wrapped around the opposite side. Pressure is 

applied with the palm.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I THREATENING TO TAKE SOMEONE’S LIFE  

Locution nucleus Being willing to kill  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Making P2 fear for their life, 

Suppressing someone to gain temporary power, 

Making P2 feel helpless 

Interjection [gurgling, choking] (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You’re dead”, “I’ll kill you”, “I can kill you if I want” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPERIOR STRENGTH  

Locution nucleus Intimidating someone with physical superiority 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Demonstrating the ability to overpower someone 

Interjection [gurgling, choking] (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t mess with me”, “That’s what you get” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

!

184184



59 – Placing a hand on someone’s back 

 

59 

PLACING A HAND ON SOMEONE’S BACK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 lays the palm of one open, modified B-shaped hand, thumb extended and all fingers 

slightly spread, on P2’s upper back. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REASSURING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 being strong 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Reminding P2 of his/her strength (by referring to the muscles of the 

upper arm)  

Wishing P2 good luck, 

Encouraging P2 to accomplish something challenging, unpleasant 

or uncommon 
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59 – Placing a hand on someone’s back!

Colloquial rendering “Don’t give up”, “You can do that”, “Be strong”, “Good luck” 

(P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Supporting P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Offering protection through physical contact with P2, 

Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Providing consolation by sharing grief with someone,  

Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t worry”, “It’s okay”, 

“We’ll get through this together”, “Don’t be scared”, “My 

condolences”, “I’m so sorry”, “I’m sorry for your loss” (P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

28 Prodding someone from the back  

60 Slapping a coughing person's back  

63 Pushing someone  
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60 – Slapping a coughing person’s back 

!

60 

SLAPPING A COUGHING PERSON’S BACK 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1, with the palm of one open, modified B-shaped hand, fingers together and thumb slightly 

extended, strikes the upper back of P2 to help them, symbolically or actually, to recover from 

a coughing fit. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING HELPFULNESS 

Locution nucleus Helping P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 
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60 – Slapping a coughing person’s back!

Perlocution examples Displaying medical competences, 

Treating P2 as a possible patient  

Colloquial rendering “Are you okay?” (P1 to P2), “Thank you” (P2 to P1) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

7 Clapping palms  

28 Prodding someone from the back  

36 Patting someone on the head  

44 Smacking someone  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

80 Spanking someone's behind  
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61 – Scratching someone’s back 

!

61 

SCRATCHING SOMEONE’S BACK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting or standing behind them, P1 scratches the back of P2 with the fingertips and 

fingernails of one or both hands, held in a modified, claw-like C-shape. 
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61 – Scratching someone’s back!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING AVAILABILITY IN BODILY MATTERS 

Locution nucleus Being at hand  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Showing a general willingness to support or assist P2, 

Making P2 feel comfortable, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with P2 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

54 Scratching someone's beard  
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62 - Group Hugging 

!

62 

GROUP HUGGING 

 

 

EXPRESSION  

Several participants standing in a circle each wrap their arms around the shoulder or waist 

of the participants standing on either side of them while bending at the waist, so that their 

heads are very close together or actually touching. 
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62 - Group Hugging!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

! !!

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I JOINING FORCES WITHIN A GROUP 

Locution nucleus Supporting each other 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Intensifying the shared awareness of being one united group, 

Promising mutual collaboration, 

Motivating shared self-confindence 

Interjection “Yeah” (gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Colloquial rendering “We’ll win”, “We are the champions”, “Go team”, “We can do 

it”, “Let’s show them”, “One for all and all for one”  

(gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Register label Technical 

 

II ENCOURAGING EACH OTHER WITHIN A GROUP 

Locution nucleus Being enthusiastic 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Creating team spirit, 

Building enthusiasm within a group/team, 

Focusing group energy, 

Concentrating on the next common task 

Interjection “Yeah” (gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Colloquial rendering “We’ll win”, “We are the champions”, “Go team”, “We can do 

a) While performing the gesture 

as described, each participant 

touches the other hand or arm that 

is placed on the back or shoulder 

of the person next to them.  

!
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62 - Group Hugging 

!

it”, “Let’s show them”, “Let’s go out there and get them”  

(gesture participants to each other or to Px) 

Register label Technical 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures  

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

91 Hugging  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

!
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63 – Pushing someone 

 

63 

PUSHING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing and facing each other, P1, with arm(s) slightly bent at the elbow, uses the 

palm(s) of one or both modified B-shaped hands, thumb(s) extended, fingers pointing upward, 

to push P2. The pushing is accomplished by P1 forcibly straightening the arms and pressing 

the hand(s) into P2’s chest or torso and using the force to cause P2 to lose balance and 

possibly fall backwards.  
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63 – Pushing someone!

   

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

    

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DISTURBING SOMEONE’S STANCE 

Locution nucleus Being able to throw P2 off ballance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Disrupting P2’s equilibrium, 

Causing P2 to become unstable, 

Making P2 aware of one’s importance 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

a) P1 uses the fingertips of both open, modified B-shaped 

hands, thumbs extended and palms facing downward, to push 

P2 by putting pressure on their chest. P1 then bends both arms 

at the elbow to remove the contact with P2 and turns the 

hands so that the palms are now facing inward, the thumbs of 

both modified B-shaped hands extended and pointing upward, 

fingers slightly spread to await a reaction from P2.  

!
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63 – Pushing someone 

 

II PROVOKING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Challenging someone 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Intimidating P2 physically, 

Drawing P2 into physical combat, 

Instigating conflict 

Interjection “Hugh?” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You want a piece of this?”, “You talkin’ to me?” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

65 Holding someone at a distance !

197197
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64 – Punching someone 

 

 64  

PUNCHING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing and facing P2, P1 uses the knuckles of one or both closed, S- or A-shaped 

hand(s) to hit P2 at any of a number of places on their body. This hitting is accomplished by 

P1 forcibly extending the arm(s) from slightly bent at the elbow to completely straight so that 

the force is transferred through his or her balled fist to P2’s body to cause them pain and 

possibly injury.  
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64 – Punching someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING SUPERIOR STRENGTH  

Locution nucleus Being physically superior 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Drawing P2 into physical combat,  

Unexpectedly confronting P2 with aggressive behavior, 

Making P2 feel abused/dominated 

Colloquial rendering “Who’s the boss now?”, “Take that” (P1 to P2)  

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

21 Punching someone's upper arm  

55 Lifting someone's chin  

 

!
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65 – Holding someone at a distance!

 

65 

HOLDING SOMEONE AT A DISTANCE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing and facing P2, P1 uses the palm(s) of one or both outstretched arms, hands in 

a modified B-shape, fingers together or slightly spread, thumbs either extended or touching 

the forefingers, to press against P2’s chest or upper torso and keep them at arm’s length. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by 

P1 placing the palms of one or both slightly cupped 

modified C-shaped hands on P2’s forehead to keep them 

at arm’s length by pressing against their head. This 

variation only works when P2 is smaller in stature than 

P1.  

!
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65 – Holding someone at a distance!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEFENDING ONESELF 

Locution nucleus Remaining at a distance 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2 from beating P1, 

Preventing P2 from entering P1’s personal space, 

Preventing P2 from being intrusive 

Interjection “Uh-huh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t you dare”, “You can’t get me”, “Who’s the boss now?” 

(P1 yo P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

63 Pushing someone  

94 Breaking up a fight  
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66 - Holding someone in place!

 

66 

HOLDING SOMEONE IN PLACE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

Behind and facing the same direction as P2, P1 uses one or both hands in a modified 

horizontal C-shaped position, palm(s) facing downward, fingers gripping the fabric of the 

back of P2’s collar, to hold on to P2 and cause them to stop running/walking away.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

  

a) Behind and facing the same direction as P2, P1 uses the 

X-shaped forefinger of one half-open hand, fingers loosely 

spread, palm facing downward, to hook on the shirt/collar of 

P2 and cause them to stop running/walking away. 
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66 - Holding someone in place!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I HINDERING SOMEONE FROM LEAVING  

Locution nucleus P2 staying nearby 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Showing P2 drastically that one has not yet achieved everything 

that was intended to be done together, 

Keeping P2 from leaving, 

Forcing P2 to stay, 

Accusing P2 of neglecting their resposibility, 

Suppressing someone to gain temporary power 

Interjection “Stop”, “Stay” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Where do you think you’re going?”, “Just a minute young man” 

(P1 to P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  

147 Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel 
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67 – Pulling someone closer !

 

67 

PULLING SOMEONE CLOSER 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing one another, P1 uses one or both A- or S-shaped hands, arm(s) bent at the 

elbow, to enclose the fabric of P2’s shirt in a fist and hold on to it at chest height while pulling 

P2’s torso closer to his or her body.  
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67 – Pulling someone closer !

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I PREPARING A VERBAL THREAT 

Locution nucleus Someone staying within one’s reach 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Preparing a verbal quarrel / argument, 

Introducing physical punishment, 

Threatening P2  

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” “Now I’ve got you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

66 Holding someone in place  

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  

147 Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel  
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68 – Tapping someone on the chest 

 

68 

TAPPING SOMEONE ON THE CHEST 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing face to face, P1 taps P2 on the chest with the fully extended first finger of one 

modified S-shaped hand, arm fully extended or slightly bent at the elbow.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ACCUSING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 being guilty 

Illocution Accusing 

Perlocution examples Blaming P2 for something, 

Making P2 feel guilty 

Interjection “You” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look what you did”, “That’s all your fault” (P1 to P2) 
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68 – Tapping someone on the chest!

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

20 Tapping someone  

69 Poking someone  

 

!
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69 – Poking someone!

!

69 

POKING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses the tip of the extended forefinger of one or both otherwise closed hands to poke P2’s 

body in various places, usually the side of the torso. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING GIDDINESS  

Locution nucleus Wishing to amuse P2  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Making P2 laugh 

Register label Humorous 
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69 – Poking someone!

II DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Playfully controlling P2 physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Making P2 feel uncomfortable  

Register label! Informal!

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

20 Tapping someone  

68 Tapping someone on the chest   
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70 – Brushing lint off of someone’s shirt 

70 

 

BRUSHING LINT OFF OF SOMEONE’S SHIRT 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 uses the palm of one modified B-shaped hand, thumb 

extended and four fingers loosely touching to brush symbolic or actual lint from P2’s 

clothes to perfect their appearance.  
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70 – Brushing lint off of someone’s shirt 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    
 

  

     
 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I CLEANING SOMEONE UP 

Locution nucleus Caring about P2’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Being overprotective of P2, 

Preparing P2 for a big event, 

P1 conveying the intention of  P2 making a good impression, 

Supporting P2 mentally, 

Expressing one’s care for P2’s success, 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by P1 using 

the back of the four fingers of a modified B-shaped hand.  

b) The gesture can be performed by P1 

flicking lint off of P2’s clothing. The flicking 

movement is performed by holding the tip of 

the first or middle finger under the tip of the 

thumb of the same hand to provide resistance 

against the momentum of the finger. The 

thumb is then released allowing the finger to 

quickly snap to a fully extended position, 

which has a catapult-like effect on any object 

(in this case the lint) within the range of 

movement of the finger.  
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70 – Brushing lint off of someone’s shirt 

Sending P2 on their way with best wishes 

Colloquial rendering “There you go”, “Now you’re ready”, “Good luck”, “I’ll be 

thinking of you”, “Show them” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wanting P2 to do something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 in an uncertain situation 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I’m here 

for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Showing affection while maintaining distance 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Context 

 

This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 147 and/or 

148. 

213213
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71 – Touching someone’s breast(s) 

!

71 

TOUCHING SOMEONE’S BREAST(S) 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind or across from P2, P1 reaches one or both arms under P2’s armpits and 

lays the palm(s) of the slightly cupped hand(s), fingers loosely spread and pointing upward, 

on the curve of P2’s breast(s). 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I TEASING SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being sexually aroused by P2’s breasts 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Provoking P2 to protest in a semi-serious way 

Interjection “Sweet” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Hey sexy”, “Nice boobies” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 
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71 – Touching someone’s breast(s)!

II EXPRESSING PHYSICAL ATTRACTION 

Locution nucleus Experiencing lust or desire with a high level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Indicating attraction for the purpose of sexual interaction 

Register label Vulgar 

 

III PROPOSING SEXUAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Interacting sexually 

Illocution Proposing 

Perlocution examples Arousing lust in P2, 

Seducing P2 to sexual action 

Interjection “Baby” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Stimulating P2 in a dominant matter, 

Humiliating P2 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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71 – Touching someone’s breast(s) 

!

Potentially combined gestures 

 
72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

92 Hugging someone from the back  

111 Leaning on someone  

 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

72 Pinching someone’s nipples 

81 Grabbing someone's crotch  

217217
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72 – Pinching someone’s nipple(s) 

72 

 

PINCHING SOMEONE’S NIPPLE(S) 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

Behind P2 and facing the same direction, P1 reaches one or both arms under P2’s 

armpits and uses the tips of the thumb and forefinger of the open hand(s), palm(s) 

facing P2’s body, fingers spread and pointing upward, to pinch one or both of P2’s 

nipples.  
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72 – Pinching someone’s nipple(s) 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

! !!!!
!

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I TEASING SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being sexually attracted by P2’s nipples 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Provoking P2 to protest in a half-serious way 

Interjection “Sweet” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Hey sexy”, “Nice boobies”, “Look at your hard nipples”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 

II EXPRESSING PHYSICAL ATTRACTION 

Locution nucleus Experiencing lust or desire with a high level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Indicating attraction for the purpose of sexual interaction 

Register label Vulgar 

 

III PROPOSING SEXUAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Interacting sexually 

Illocution Proposing 

Perlocution examples Arousing lust in P2, 

Seducing P2 to sexual action 

 

a) From the front or side, P1 uses the 

upward pointing thumb and the side of 

the index finger of one or both half-open 

A-shaped hands to pinch one or both of 

P2’s nipples.  
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72 – Pinching someone’s nipple(s) 

Interjection “Baby” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Stimulating P2 in a dominant matter, 

Humiliating P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power 

Colloquial rendering! “You little bitch” (P1 to P2)!

Register label Vulgar 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 
71 Touching someone’s breast(s) 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

43 Pinching someone's cheek  

79 Pinching someone's behind  

221221
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73 – Massaging somoene 

!

73 

MASSAGING SOMEONE 

 Fig. 1 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is lying on their stomach, P1 kneads their back, neck or shoulders with the 

fingertips of one or both open hands, held in a modified C-shaped position.  

 

 

 
EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 2  

 

a) P1 massages the muscles of P2’s back by applying 

pressure to the skin with the palm of one or both open 

B-shaped hands, fingers together and thumbs either 

touching the forefinger or slightly extended. 
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73 – Massaging somoene!

 Fig. 3    

 

 Fig. 4    

 

 Fig. 5    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I HELPING SOMEONE RELAX 

Locution nucleus Releasing tension 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Helping P2 relax / calm down, 

Making P2 let go of physical or mental stress 

Interjection “Relax”, “Breathe” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Just relax”, “Just let go”, “Keep breathing” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

b) P1 kneads the back, neck and/or shoulders of P2 

with one or both clawed, C-shaped hands. 

 

c) With one or both hands in a modified C-shape, 

P1 kneads the  flesh of P2’s buttocks between his 

or her  thumb and four fingers.  

d) P1 holds one of P2’s feet with one or both 

hands in a modified C-shaped position, four 

fingers on top of the foot and thumb on the bottom, 

and massages the sole of the foot by applying 

pressure with the tip of the thumb.   
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73 – Massaging somoene 

!

II EXPRESSING THE DESIRE/WISH TO STIMULATE 

SOMEONE SEXUALLY 

Locution nucleus Wishing to arouse lust  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Drawing P2 into intimate physical contact, 

Initiating foreplay to sexual action 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

57 Grabbing someone's neck  

61 Scratching someone's back  

 

225225
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74 – Throwing someone into the air 

74 

 

THROWING SOMEONE INTO THE AIR 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 bends at the knees and places one c-shaped hand under 

each of P2’s armpits. In one rapid movement, P1 comes to a standing position by 

straightening the knees and raises both arms over his or her head, lifting P2 into the 

air, briefly releasing their grip and then catching P2 again under the armpits as P2 

falls, under the influence of gravity, straight back down.   
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74 – Throwing someone into the air 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 6 

 

 

 
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I INSTILLING TRUST 

Locution nucleus Being trustworthy 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Earning P2’s trust,  

Training P2’s confidence in P1, 

Encouraging P2 to briefly relinquish control of their body  

Interjection “weeeeeeee” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

II CELEBRATING P2’s ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Locution nucleus Being happy about a success 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing enthusiasm over a special event or occasion, 

Cheering P2’s accomplishments, Praising P2 

Interjection “Yea”, “Yeah”, “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1, Px) 

Colloquial rendering “Right on”, “Congratulations”, “You made it” (P1, Px) 

Register label Informal 

 
 

 

a) A group of people bends down and lifts one 

person by their extremities horizontally into the 

air, releasing their grip briefly and then catching 

the person again with their open hands, arms 

extended above their heads.  
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74 – Throwing someone into the air 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

76 Carrying someone  

118 Falling into someone's arms  
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75 – Throwing someone  

75 

THROWING SOMEONE  

 

 
 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

Standing behind P2 and facing the same direction, P1 grabs P2 “by the coattails” with 

both hands holding onto P2’s body at the waist, neck, clothes, belt or hair, and throws 

P2 either to the ground or forcibly in the direction P2 is facing.  
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75 – Throwing someone  

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

 
I FORCING SOMEONE TO LEAVE 

Locution nucleus P2 exiting the room 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Excluding P2 from a community, 

Humiliating P2 by making him/her feel abused/dominated, 

Displaying superior strength and the willingness to use it for 

violence 

Interjection “Out!” “Leave” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t show up again” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

63 Pushing someone  

66 Holding someone in place  

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  
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76 – Carrying someone 

!

76 

CARRYING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 supports P2’s entire weight with one arm wrapped around their waist and the other arm 

under their bent knees. P2 reciprocates by wrapping their arms around P1’s neck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

233233



76 – Carrying someone!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 7    

 

    

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Supporting P2 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for P2, 

Offering protection through physical contact with P2, 

Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Providing consolation by sharing grief with someone,  

Emphasizing one’s sympathy for the other person 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

a) While facing each other, P1 bends at the knees and 

presses their shoulder into the waist of P2. In one 

movement, P1 comes to a standing position by 

straightening the legs and lifts the entire weight of P2 onto 

their shoulder. P2 bends forward at the waist, their head 

facing the back of P1. 

b) While facing each other, P1 bends at the knees and lifts 

P2 with one hand under each of their armpits. Pressing P2 

against the front of their body, P1 folds one arm, then the 

other under the buttocks of P2 in order to support the 

entire weight of their body.  
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76 – Carrying someone 

!

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t worry”, “It’s okay”, 

“We’ll get through this together”, “Don’t be scared”, “My 

condolences”, “I’m so sorry”, “I’m sorry for your loss” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to variants 0, b 

Register label Informal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Playfully controlling P2 physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Taking away P2’s mobility / Making P2 unable to walk  

Applies to variant a 

Register label Informal 

 

III CARRYING THE BRIDE OVER THE THRESHOLD 

Locution nucleus Preventing the bride from tripping or falling on her way into the 

new house 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Thwarting bad luck and evil spirits when moving a bride into her 

new home 

Applies to variants 0, a  

Register label Formal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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76 – Carrying someone!

Potentially combined gestures 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

90 Wrapping arms around another person  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

96 Piggy back shoulder  

111 Leaning on someone  

119 Piggy back waist  
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77 – Placing an arm around someone’s waist 

!

77 

PLACING AN ARM AROUND SOMEONE’S WAIST 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While side by side, P1 and P2 each wrap one slightly bent arm around the other’s waist or 

shoulders with the hand open and the palm placed on the other’s body. 
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77 – Placing an arm around someone’s waist!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

a) P1 wraps one arm around P2’s waist who reciprocates by 

wrapping their arm around P1’s shoulder. 

!

 

b) P1 and P2 each wrap one slightly bent arm around the other’s 

waist, while the hand is open and the palm is placed on the 

other’s buttocks.!

 

c) The gesture, as described above, can be performed in such a 

way that the hand of the arm wrapping around the other’s waist 

is placed in the back pocket of their pants.  
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77 – Placing an arm around someone’s waist 

!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I LINKING BODIES 

Locution nucleus Being exceptionally close while retaining the ability for 

locomotion 

Illocution Demonstrating  

Perlocution examples Synchronizing forward movement,  

P1 keeping P2 by his/her side, 

Not letting the other go, 

 

II EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship,  

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Feeling comfortable / Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward another person 

 

III DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Being together through physical contact 

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying a certain mutual fellowship to Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 

IV MARKING POSSESSION 

Locution nucleus Someone belonging to oneself  

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution example Taking away P2’s ability to freely move about 
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77 – Placing an arm around someone’s waist!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

61 Scratching someone's back  

80 Spanking someone's behind  

111 Leaning on someone  

! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! !

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  
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78 – Pressing someone’s hipbones 

!

78 

PRESSING SOMEONE’S HIPBONES 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing and facing one another, P1 lays the palms of one or both hands, fingers 

loosely spread, on P2’s hipbones and either applies slight pressure or gently rubs the skin in a 

circular movement.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

     

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with 

P1 standing behind P2 and gently pressing against P2’s 

hipbones with the fingertips of four fingers of one or both 

hands, thumb(s) loosely extended. This can also be 

accompanied by rubbing the skin in a circular movement.  

!
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78 – Pressing someone’s hipbones!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DRAWING ATTENTION TO CHILD-BEARING HIPS 

Locution nucleus Someone being an adequate partner for reproduction 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Indicating lust or desire with a low level of intimacy, 

Displaying attraction in a publically acceptable way, 

Expressing desire to produce a child together 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

92 Hugging someone from the back  

111 Leaning on someone  

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

30 Turning someone's body  

63 Pushing someone  

91 Hugging  
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79 – Pinching someone’s behind 

!

79 

PINCHING SOMEONE’S BEHIND 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind P2 and facing the same direction, P1 pinches P2’s buttocks with either 

the tips of the thumb and first finger or the tips of the thumb and middle finger of an 

otherwise closed hand.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I TEASING SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being sexually aroused by P2’s behind 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Provoking someone to protest in a semi-serious way 

Interjection “Sweet” (P1) 
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79 – Pinching someone’s behind!

Colloquial rendering “Hey sexy”, “Nice butt” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Stimulating P2 in a dominant matter, 

Humiliating P2 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

43 Pinching someone's cheek  

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  
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80 – Spanking someone’s behind 

!

80 

SPANKING SOMEONE’S BEHIND 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind and facing the same direction as P2, P1 claps P2 on the behind with 

the flat palm of one hand in a modified B-shaped position, fingers either loosely spread or 

together and pointing downward, upward or to the side, and thumb either extended or 

touching the side of the forefinger. 
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80 – Spanking someone’s behind!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I PLAYFULLY REPRIMANDING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being authoritative 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Disciplining P2 in a playful manner,  

Judging P2’s behavior, 

Stimulating P2 dominatingly, 

Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation, 

Teasing P2, 

Complimenting P2 

Colloquial rendering “Bad girl”, “Bad boy” (P1 to P2) 

Register label  Informal 

 

II ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 in an uncertain situation 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “I’ll stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can 

do it”, “Go ahead, show them”, “Let’s see it” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III HUMILIATING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 deserving punishment 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Discriminating P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Showing disrespect, 

Insulting P2 sexually, 

Making P2 feel abused/dominated 

Interjection “Bitch” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You little bitch” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Offensive 
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80 – Spanking someone’s behind 

!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

7 Clapping palms  

27 Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade  

28 Prodding someone from the back  

44 Smacking someone  

60 Slapping a coughing person's back  
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81 – Grabbing someone’s crotch 

 

81 

GRABBING SOMEONE’S CROTCH 

 

EXPRESSION 

With the palm of one hand, four fingers together or loosely spread and the thumb extended, 

P1 grabs P2 between the legs and applies either slight pressure to or gently rubs their genitals.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Stimulating P2 in a dominant matter, 

Humiliating P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power 

Colloquial rendering! “You little bitch”, “Spread your legs” (P1 to P2)!

Register label Vulgar 
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81 – Grabbing someone’s crotch!

II TEASING SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being sexually aroused by P2’s crotch (“package”) 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Provoking P2 to protest in a semi-serious way 

Interjection “Sweet” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Hey sexy”, “Nice package”, “Look at your big balls”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 
III EXPRESSING PHYSICAL ATTRACTION 

Locution nucleus Experiencing lust or desire 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Indicating attraction for the purpose of sexual interaction 

Register label Vulgar 

 
IV PROPOSING SEXUAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Interacting sexually 

Illocution Proposing 

Perlocution examples Arousing lust in P2, 

Seducing P2 to sexual action 

Interjection “Baby” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  
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82 – Touching a pregnant woman’s stomach 

!

82 

TOUCHING A PREGNANT WOMAN’S STOMACH 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 lays the palm of one or both hands, fingers slightly spread and thumb extended, upon the 

enlarged stomach of a pregnant woman (P2). 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING CURIOSITY 

Locution nucleus Wishing to get closer to the child inside the mother’s womb  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Experiencing indirect contact with the unborn child through the 

mother’s skin 

Colloquial rendering “Hi little one”, “See you soon” (P1 to P3 (child)) 

Register label Informal 
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82 – Touching a pregnant woman’s stomach!

II EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited / enthusiastic about something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Wow!” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Congratulations”, “That’s great”, “When’s the baby due?”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

  

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 
 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

35 Stroking someone's head  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  
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83 – Laying a hand upon someone’s leg 

 

83 

LAYING A HAND UPON SOMEONE’S LEG 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting next to one another, P1 gently rests the palm of one open, modified B-shaped 

hand, fingers either slightly spread or together with thumb loosely extended, on P2’s thigh, 

knee, or crotch.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be accompanied 

by P1 stroking P2’s leg with the same hand that is 

placed on their thigh, knee or crotch. 

!
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83 – Laying a hand upon someone’s leg!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING DESIRE IN A SUBTLE WAY 

Locution nucleus Being attracted to P2 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Increasing proximity to P2’s sexual organs in a publicly acceptable 

manner 

Register label Euphemistic 

 

II SIMULATING MASTURBATION 

Locution nucleus Desiring sexual action  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Stimulating P2 to awaken the desire for sexual action 

Applies to variant a 

Register label Vulgar  

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

84 Pinching someone's knee or leg  

123 Nudging someone with the leg  

124 Touching legs  

130 Nudging someone with the foot  

132 Touching feet  
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83 – Laying a hand upon someone’s leg 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

20 Tapping someone  

22 Touching someone's upper arm  

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

84 Pinching someone's knee or leg  
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84 – Pinching somoene’s knee or leg!

!

84 

PINCHING SOMEONE’S KNEE OR LEG 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting next to P2, P1 uses one hand in a modified, vertical C-shape, palm facing 

downward, to grab a P2’s knee or leg with the thumb on one side and the four fingers on the 

other side and squeeze or pinch it between the thumb and middle finger. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed while 

squeezing the knee or leg with the thumb on one side and all 

four fingers of the same hand on the other. 
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84 – Pinching somoene’s knee or leg!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Playfully controlling P2 physically,  

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Making P2 feel uncomfortable  

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

57 Grabbing someone's neck  
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85 - Tickling someone’s feet 

85 

TICKLING SOMEONE’S FEET 

 
 

EXPRESSION 

P1 gently strokes the bare soles of P2’s foot with the fingertips of one or both open 

hands. The stroking motion is performed by either moving the hand vertically along 

the bottom of the foot or by alternately straightening and then bending the fingers 

simultaneously in a squeezing/relaxing movement.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by P1 

using only the fingertip of the extended forefinger of one 

otherwise closed hand to gently stroke the bare sole of P2’s 

foot.  The stroking motion consists of alternately straightening 

and bending the finger vertically along the skin of the bottom of 

the foot.  
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85 - Tickling someone’s feet 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING GIDDINESS  

Locution nucleus Wishing to amuse P2  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Making P2 laugh 

Register label Humorous 

 

 

II DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Playfully controlling P2 physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Making P2 feel uncomfortable  

Register label Informal 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

117 Kissing someone's foot 

129 Resting the feet on someone's lap  
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86 – Nudging someone with the elbow 

 

86 

NUDGING SOMEONE WITH THE ELBOW 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While seated or standing next to P2, P1, with the inside arm bent at the elbow, palm facing the 

body, hand open or balled into a fist, uses his or her elbow to gently prod the inside upper arm 

of P2 one or several times in the same movement.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by  P1 

gently prodding the side of the lower torso of P2 one or 

several times in the same movement.  
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86 – Nudging someone with the elbow!

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ALERTING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Becoming aware of one’s presence or something in the immediate 

surroundings 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Causing P2 to have the same experience as oneself, 

Showing P2 that one is prepared to share some activity, 

Announcing one’s presence in the absence of visual contact, 

Preparing P2 to receive a comment intended only for them, 

Warning P2 by focusing his/her attention to an immediate danger 

Interjection “Hey!”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see that?” “Check this out” , “Watch 

this”, “Look at me”, “Watch out”, “Be careful” (P1 to P2) 

 

II AWAKENING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wanting someone to be awake 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Directing someone’s attention back to their immediate surroundings 

Interjection “Psst” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

b) P1 presses the elbow of the arm, bent as described 

above, into the upper arm, side, or abdomen of P2 

continuously for a period of time before releasing the 

pressure.!
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86 – Nudging someone with the elbow 

 

Colloquial rendering “Wake up”, “Focus”, “Good morning, sleepy head” (P1 to P2) 

 

III MARKING A SITUATION OR STATEMENT AS 

NOTEWORTHY 

Locution nucleus A situation being worthy of comment, when such comment cannot 

be made verbally 

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution examples Focusing on a shared experience 

Colloquial rendering “Look at him/her”, “Can you believe that?”, “Did you just hear 

that?”, “I agree”, “I disagree” (P1 to P2) 

 

IV EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited / enthusiastic about something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Here it is”, “It’s coming up”, “That’s awesome”, “Oh my gosh!” 

(P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

123 Nudging someone with the leg  

130 Nudging someone with the foot  

263263
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87 – Linking arms 

!

87 

LINKING ARMS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While side by side with P2, P1 places one hand, cupped with palm facing inward, on the 

inside of P2’s bent elbow closest to them. P2 holds their hand in an A-shaped, closed fist 

turned toward and perhaps touching their own body. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I WALKING IN COORDINATION  

Locution nucleus Walking in syncronization 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Displaying harmonious interaction 
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87 – Linking arms!

II DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Here” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Take my arm” (P2 to P1) 
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87 – Linking arms 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

111 Leaning on someone  

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

25 Clinging on to someone's arm  

88 Linking arms and swaying to music  

139 Drinking with linked arms  
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88 - Linking arms and swaying to music 

88 

 

LINKING ARMS AND SWAYING TO MUSIC 

 

 
 

EXPRESSION 

 

Standing in a row side by side, several participants intertwine the left and right arms, 

bent at the elbow, with the participants on either side of them, holding their hands in a 

modified A-shaped position, pointing toward or perhaps touching their own body. 

This row of intertwined people sways left and right in time to music.  
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88 - Linking arms and swaying to music 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I CELEBRATING SOMETHING 

Locution nucleus Being celebratory  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Sharing enthusiasm with one another, 

Sharing one’s enjoyment or positive emotion with another person 

Interjection [singing] 

Register label Humorous 

 

II EXPRESSING SHARED HAPPINESS 

Locution nucleus Jointly being cheerful / happy 

Illocution Expressing  

Perlocution example Infecting one another with joy 

Interjection “Yoo hoo”, “Yippee”, [singing] 

Register label Humorous 

 

III DEMONSTRATING PHYSICAL COORDINATION  

Locution nucleus Enjoying coordinated movement 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Practicing harmonious interaction, 

Displaying interpersonal companionship/fellowship 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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88 - Linking arms and swaying to music 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

87 Linking arms 

139 Drinking with linked arms  

 

 

 

Context 

 

This gesture is widely known but not practiced within the  region of investigation. 

(Passive gesture vocabulary) 
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89 – Jostling someone with the shoulder 

 

89 

JOSTLING SOMEONE WITH THE SHOULDER 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

When passing P2 in the opposite direction while walking or running, P1 forcibly butts his or 

her shoulder against P2’s arm, shoulder or side. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

a) The gesture, as described above, can also be performed using 

the elbow of one bent arm rather than the shoulder to make 

contact with P2.   

273273



89 – Jostling someone with the shoulder!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I CLAIMING THE RIGHT OF WAY 

Locution nucleus Having priority 

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution example Strongly demanding P2 to let oneself go first 

Register label Derogatory 

 

II PROVOKING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Challenging someone 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Intimidating P2 physically, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Unexpectedly confronting P2 with aggressive behavior, 

Drawing P2 into physical combat, 

Instigating conflict 

Interjection “Hugh?” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You want a piece of this?”, “Out of my way” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

86 Nudging someone with the elbow 
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90 – Wrapping the arms around another person 

90 

 

WRAPPING THE ARMS AROUND ANOTHER PERSON 
 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While facing one another, P1 wraps both arms, bent at the elbow, around P2’s neck 

with the palm(s) of one or both hands placed on or around the bicep of the opposite 

arm and the head slightly touching P2’s shoulder, head, or cheek. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being extremely excited or grateful 
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90 – Wrapping the arms around another person 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Letting P2 know how much his/her presence means to P1, 

Acknowledging that P2 has done something very nice for P1 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee”, “Thanks”, “Finally” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Thank you”, “I’m so glad to see you”, “Here you are” (P1 to P2) 

 

II OVERWHELMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being a part of the other”s body 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Keeping the other close to one’s body,  

Holding someone close, 

Desiring full body contact, 

Not letting the other go, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing one’s enjoyment or positive emotion with another person 

Interjection! “No”, “Don’t” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Don’t go”, “Stay with me” (P1 to P2)!

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

47 Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear  

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  
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90 – Wrapping the arms around another person 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

107 Nibbling on someone's ear  

108 Kissing someone's neck  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

91 Hugging  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

118 Falling into someone's arms  
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91 - Hugging 

 

91 

HUGGING 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 lean forward at the waist and wrap both arms around the 

other participant’s torso or shoulders, with the head slightly touching the other’s shoulder, 

head, or cheek, and the palms of one or both hands flat against the other’s back or shoulder. 

 

  

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 
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91 - Hugging!

Perlocution examples Enjoying another’s company,  

Expressing the desire for full body contact, 

Expressing not letting the other go, 

Emphasizing affection, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Greeting / Bidding farewell, 

Congratulating the other 

!

II GREETING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing a good day (morning/evening) 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Opening the opportunity for conversation, 

Establishing an interpersonal relationship, 

Making acquaintance with a stranger, 

Demonstrating civility, Showing respect for social norms 

Interjection  “Hi”, “Hello”  

Colloquial rendering  “Good day”, “Welcome”, “How do you do?”, “How are you?”, 

“Glad to meet you”, “Nice to meet you”, “My name is ...”  

Register label informal 

 

III EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Intensifying P2’s satisfaction, 

Sharing enjoyment over P2’s biographically significant event or 

achievement,  

Showing sympathetic enjoyment for P2’s biographically 

significant event or achievement, 

Emphazising the importance of a successful performance, 

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Congratulations”, “Best wishes”, “Happy birthday”,  

“Happy anniversary” (P1 to P2) 

280280



91 - Hugging 

 

Register label informal 

 

IV TAKING LEAVE FROM SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing farewell 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Closing the opportunity for conversation, 

Confirming an interpersonal relationship, 

Demonstrating civility,  

Showing respect for social norms 

Interjection  “Bye” 

Colloquial rendering “Goodbye”, “See you later” 

Register label informal 

!

V EXPRESSING GRATITUDE 

Locution nucleus Being grateful  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Confirming that P1 is in debt to P2 

Interjection “Thanks” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Many Thanks”, “Thank you”, “I appreciate it”,  “That was 

nice”, “That’s kind of you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label informal 

!

VI DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get 

through this together”, “Don’t be scared” 
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91 - Hugging!

Register label informal 

!

VII EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES 

Locution nucleus Recognizing a situation as sad 

Illocution  Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing emotions of grief, 

Standing by P2 in a sad situation 

Interjection “Sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “I’m so sorry” (P1 to P2) 

Register label informal 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 
 

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

19 Dancing  

33 Covering someone's head  

97 Putting foreheads together  

100 Fluttering eyelashes together  

101 Rubbing noses together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  
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91 - Hugging 

 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

104 Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  

108 Kissing someone's neck  

109 Spitting over someone's shoulder  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Leaning on someone  

125 Intertwining legs  

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

19 Dancing  

92 Hugging someone from the back  

93 Squeezing someone from behind  

109 Spitting over someone's shoulder  

283283
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92 – Hugging somoene from the back 

92 

HUGGING SOMEONE FROM THE BACK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While standing behind P2 and facing the same direction, P1 leans forward at the waist 

and wraps both arms around P2’s waist, torso, or shoulders with the palms of both 

hands open and flat against P2’s body and the head resting on P2’s shoulder. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I SNEAKING UP ON SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Guessing P1’s identity 

Illocution Asking 
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92 – Hugging somoene from the back 

 

Perlocution examples Making oneself seem important, 

Opening a conversation with P2 in a humorous way, 

Catching P2 off guard  

Interjection “Hi”, “Guess” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Who am I?”, “Guess who” (P1 to P2) 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Enjoying another’s company,  

Expressing the desire for full body contact, 

Expressing not letting the other go, 

Emphasizing affection, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Greeting / Bidding farewell, 

Congratulating the other, 

Reassuring P2 physically, 

Offering protection, 

Sheltering P2, 

Providing aid and comfort for P2 

 

III OVERWHELMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being a part of the other”s body 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Keeping the other close to one’s body,  

Holding someone close, 

Desiring full body contact, 

Not letting the other go, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing one’s enjoyment or positive emotion with another person 

Interjection! “No”, “Don’t” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Don’t go”, “Stay with me” (P1 to P2)!
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92 – Hugging somoene from the back 

IV DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together 

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship for Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 
 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand  

78 Pressing someone's hipbones  

93 Squeezing someone from behind  

107 Nibbling on someone's ear  

108 Kissing someone's neck  

111 Leaning on someone  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

78 Pressing someone's hipbones  

82 Touching a pregnant woman’s stomach 

93 Squeezing someone from behind  

111 Leaning on someone  

118 Falling into someone's arms  
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93 – Squeezing someone from behind 

 

93 

SQUEEZING SOMEONE FROM BEHIND 

(“Bear-Hug”) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 wraps his or her arms around the chest, midsection, or thighs of P2, commonly, but not 

necessarily, including their arms. While locking his or her own hands in front of P2’s body, 

either intertwined or with one hand holding on to the wrist of the other closed hand, P1 shifts 

P2’s weight onto the front of his or her own body and lifts P2 off the ground slightly.  
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93 – Squeezing someone from behind!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING LACKING ALERTNESS  

Locution nucleus P2 being inattentive 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Playfully demanding permanent alertness, 

Catching P2 in his/her thoughts 

Interjection “hounghh” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Who’s the boss now?” (P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

92 Hugging someone from the back !

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed in such a 

way that P1 wraps both arms around P2’s chest, midsection or 

thighs while leaving their arms free.  
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94 – Breaking up a fight!

 

94 

BREAKING UP A FIGHT 

 

EXPRESSION 

As P2 and P3 are facing each other and engaged in or threatening physical combat, P1 steps 

between them and forcefully separates their bodies by pushing them apart with both arms and 

hands.   

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I ACTING AS A MEDIATOR 

Locution nucleus Two fighting people restraining themselves 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing violence, 

Separating two parties prone to violence, 

Protecting others by keeping them out of a physical confrontation 

Interjection “No”, “Don’t” (P1 to P2/P3) 

Colloquial rendering “Stop it” (P1 to P2/P3) 
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94 – Breaking up a fight!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

63 Pushing someone  

65 Holding someone at a distance  

 

!
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95 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

95 

 

LAYING ONE ARM AROUND THE OTHER’S SHOULDER 

 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While standing or sitting next to one another, P1 rests their inside arm, slightly bent at 

the elbow, around P2’s shoulders and places the hand of that arm, palm facing down, 

on P2’s outside shoulder. 
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95 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

    

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I IMPARTING WISDOM OR ADVICE 

Locution nucleus Being wiser than the other 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s knowledge,  

“P1 taking P2 under his/her wing” 

Interjection “Listen, ...” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Let me tell you something”, “Come here” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, is performed by P1 

draping their inside arm around the back or shoulder blades 

of P2 and resting the open hand, palm facing down, on P2’s 

outside shoulder. 

 

b) While standing or sitting next to one another, P1 drapes 

their inside arm across the shoulders of P2, bending the 

elbow around the back of P2’s neck and letting the hand 

hang limply over P2’s outside shoulder onto the front of 

their body.   
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95 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

II DEMONSTRATING IMPORTANCE  

Locution nucleus Something being important 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Demanding P2’s full attention, 

Sharing one’s excitement with P2, 

Requesting a favor and emphasizing the importance by applying 

physical contact,  

Being grateful and acknowledging that P2 has done something           

considerate, 

Regarding an event or statement as significant 

Interjection “Hey, “Really” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Listen, ...”(P1 to P2) 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other, 

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company, 

Reinforcing mutual commitment 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING CONCERN 

Locution nucleus Being concerned 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for the other,  

Supporting the other physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Reassuring the other physically 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry”, “We’ll get through 

this together”, “Don’t be scared” (P1 to P2) 
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95 – Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder 

V DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship to Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 

  

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

6 Laying a palm on someone's hand  

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

71 Touching someone's breast(s) 

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

113 Kissing someone's hand 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

77 Placing an arm around someone’s waist  

111 Leaning on someone  
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96 – Piggy back shoulders 

96 

PIGGY BACK SHOULDERS 
 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing the same direction P1 crouches in a kneeling position under P2, their 

head between P2’s legs. P1 straightens their legs and comes to a standing position 

with P2 perched, sitting, across the back of his or her shoulders, facing the same 

direction and legs around the front of P1’s body. P1 holds both legs, feet or ankles of 

P2 to prevent them from losing their balance. P2 can optionally place one or both 

hands on top of P1’s head and/or wrap the feet around the back of P1’s lower torso. 
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96 – Piggy back shoulders 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being willing to take on P2’s weight 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “We’ll get through this together” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II OFFERING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for another person’s safety  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sheltering P2, 

P1 demonstrating protecting P2 from dirt, water, etc 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFINITY  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Proving affinity by indicating that P1 would carry P2 “over 

mountain and valley” 

Colloquial rendering “I got you”, “I won’t let go” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

IV PLAYING WITH SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Playfully handing over authority 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples P2 simulating riding a horse, 

P1 and P2 playfully imitating the relationship of horse and rider, 
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96 – Piggy back shoulders 

P1 handing over his/her control in order to allow P2 to lead the 

game 

Interjection “Heeyah”, “Go”, “Run”, “Faster” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Giddy up, horsey!” (P1 to P2)  

Register label Humerous 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

76 Carrying someone  

119 Piggy back waist  

120 Riding on someone's back  

122 Sitting on someone's lap  

 

 

 

Context 

 
In comparison to gesture 119 this gesture is most commonly performed by an adult 

(P1) to a child (P2) for reasons of weight and balance. 
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97 – Putting foreheads together 

!

97 

PUTTING FOREHEADS TOGETHER 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 slightly lean their bodies forward at the waist until their 

foreheads touch. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I CONNECTING MINDS 

Locution nucleus Wishing to synchronize one’s thinking with another’s 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Getting as close to the other’s mind as physically possible, 

Making P2 feel understood,  

Transferring some of one’s own calmness into the other’s mind, 

Sharing P2’s thoughts 

Register label Informal 
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97 – Putting foreheads together!

II SHARING INTENSE EMOTION 

Locution nucleus Being in the same condition 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Sharing the the hopelessness/despair of a situation, 

Mastering the circumstances together 

Colloquial rendering “Now what?”, “I don’t know”, “As long as we are together”  

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

4 Holding hands 

19 Dancing  

32 Enclosing someone's face with both hands  

35 Stroking someone's head  

51 Putting someone's hair behind their ears  

90 Wrapping the arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

101 Rubbing noses together  

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

98 Butting heads  

99 Butting another person’s head  
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98 – Butting heads 

98 

BUTTING HEADS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing face-to-face, P1 and P2 each bend slightly backwards at the waist, 

tossing their heads back, then gently strike the other’s head with their forehead. 
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98 – Butting heads!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I CELEBRATING STRENGTH 

Locution nucleus Being happy about someone’s toughness  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing enthusiasm over a special event or occasion, 

Emphasizing the importance of a successful performance, 

Demonstrating determination 

Interjection “Yeah”  

Colloquial rendering “Right on”  

Register label Technical 

 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

97 Putting foreheads together  

99 Butting another person’s head !
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99 – Butting another person’s head!

!

99 

BUTTING ANOTHER PERSON’S HEAD 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing face to face, P1 bends slightly backwards at the waist, throwing the head back, 

then strikes P2’s head forcefully with his or her forehead. 
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99 – Butting another person’s head!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I STRIKING SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being able to render someone unconscious 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Letting P2 know that he/she can easily be overpowered, 

Threatening to take away P2’s ability to think or act of their own 

volition 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

97 Putting foreheads together  

98 Butting heads  
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100 – Fluttering eyelashes together 

!

100 

FLUTTERING EYELASHES TOGETHER 

 “Butterfly-kiss” 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 lean their bodies forward at the waist until their faces are 

very close together, cheeks and noses touching, and let the eyelashes of one eye gently flutter 

against the eyelashes of the other’s eye. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

! !!!!

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed in 

such a way that P1 gently flutters the eyelashes of one eye 

against certain sensitive areas of P2’s body (e.g., nipple, 

stomach, thigh, etc.). 

!
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100 – Fluttering eyelashes together!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

!

I EXPRESSING GIDDINESS  

Locution nucleus Being childish 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Amusing one another,  

Making bodily contact in an unusual manner, 

Making each other laugh 

Register label Humorous 

!

II WISHING TO STIMULATE SOMEONE SEXUALLY 

Locution nucleus Wishing to awaken P2’s desire for sexual action  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation, 

Touching P2 to arouse lust, 

Seducing P2 to sexual action 

Applies to variants a 

Register label  Vulgar  

!

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

 

!
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101 – Rubbing noses together 

 

101 

RUBBING NOSES TOGETHER 

(Hongi) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 lean their bodies forward so that their faces are close 

together and tilt their heads slightly forward to rub the tips of their noses together. 

!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP 

Locution nucleus Being tender with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Desiring to be in contact with another person, 
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101 – Rubbing noses together!

Reinforcing a commitment toward another person 

 

II EXPRESSING GREETING 

Locution nucleus Wishing a good day/morning/evening 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 and P2 mutually acknowledging their very intimate relationship 

Interjection  “Hi”, “Hello” 

Colloquial rendering “I missed you”, “I love you”  

Register label Informal 

 

III DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together 

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship to Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures!

19 Dancing  

91 Hugging  

 

Context 

This gesture is a variation of a greeting ritual found in other cultures, but is used in the active 

gesture vocabulary as a sign of affection.  
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102 – Kissing somoene on the forehead 

!

102 

KISSING SOMEONE ON THE FOREHEAD 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 leans forward at the waist and, with puckered lips, kisses the 

forehead of P2 once or several times in one movement. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

!!! 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with P1 

kissing P2 on the top of the head rather than the forehead.   
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102 – Kissing somoene on the forehead!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I CHASING AWAY BAD THOUGHTS 

Locution nucleus Wanting to kiss sad or scary thoughts out of someone’s head 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Providing aid and comfort for P2, 

Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t worry”, “It’s okay”, “Don’t be scared”, “I’m here”  

(P1 to P2) 

 

II CALMING P2 DOWN 

Locution nucleus P2 being calm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2’s hands from nervous movement, 

Helping P2 relax, 

Transferring some of P1’s calmness onto P2 

Interjection! “Shhh” (P1 to P2)!

Colloquial rendering! “Calm down”, It’s okay” (P1 to P2)!

 

III EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Having tender feelings for P2 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Emphasizing affection, 

Confirming close friendship, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment to another person, 

Convincing P2 that P1 enjoys his/her company 

Colloquial rendering “I love you” (P1 to P2) 

!

!
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102 – Kissing somoene on the forehead 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

!

4 Holding hands 

32 Enclosing someone's face with both hands  

90 Wrapping the arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

113 Kissing someone's hand 

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

104 Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips !

313313
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103 – Kissing someone on the cheek 

!

103 

KISSING SOMEONE ON THE CHEEK 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 bends the body at the waist and leans forward to touch P2’s cheek 

lightly with puckered lips. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

!

!

 

 

a) The gesture, as explained above, can be performed 

without P1’s lips actually making contact with P2’s cheek. 

!
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103 – Kissing someone on the cheek!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate with a low level of intimacy 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Indicating affection while maintaining distance 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1) 

!

II EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Sharing enjoyment of P2’s biographically significant event or 

achievement 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

!

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

4 Holding hands 
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103 – Kissing someone on the cheek 

!

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

35 Stroking someone's head  

76 Carrying someone  

77        Placing an arm around someone’s waist 

87 Linking arms  

90 Wrapping the arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

122 Sitting on someone's lap  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

102 Kissing someone on the forehead !

104 Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

113 Kissing someone's hand 
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   104 – Simultaneaously kissing cheeks 

!

104 

SIMULTANEOUSLY KISSING CHEEKS 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 bend their bodies at the waist and lean forward to 

simultaneously touch the other’s cheek lightly with their puckered lips. 

 

!! !
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104 – Simultaneaously kissing cheeks!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

The expression, as explained above, can be performed in 3 different, culturally dependent 

ways: 

- P1 and P2 lightly touch the other’s cheek with their lips once. In this case, the 

respective right cheek is most commonly offered for the gesture. 

- P1 and P2 lightly touch the other’s cheeks with their lips twice, starting with the 

respective right or left and alternating cheeks. 

- P1 and P2 lightly touch the other’s cheeks with their lips three times on alternating 

cheeks starting with the respective right or left. 

 

!

!!!!!

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I GREETING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing a good day (morning/evening) 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Opening the opportunity for conversation, 

Establishing an interpersonal relationship, 

Acting civilly, 

Fulfilling a cultural expectation 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1 and P2 simultaneously) 

 

 

 

a) The gesture, as explained above, can be performed 

while P1 and P2, facing each other, lean forward at the 

waist and lightly touch the other’s cheek one, two or three 

times, alternating left and right, pretending to kiss, but 

without the lips actually making contact with the cheek. 

!
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   104 – Simultaneaously kissing cheeks 

!

II TAKING LEAVE FROM SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing farewell 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Closing the opportunity for conversation,  

Establishing an interpersonal relationship, 

Acting civilly, 

Adhering to a cultural norm by being aware of a cultural expectation 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1 and P2 simultaneously) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

4 Holding hands 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

35 Stroking someone's head  

76 Carrying someone  

77        Placing an arm around someone’s waist 

87 Linking arms  

90 Wrapping the arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

122 Sitting on someone's lap  
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104 – Simultaneaously kissing cheeks!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

102 Kissing someone on the forehead !

104 Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

113 Kissing someone's hand 

!

!

Context 

 

The culturally dependent variations of this gesture are widely known but not practiced within 

the region of investigation. 

(Passive gesture vocabulary) 

!
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10 5– Simultaneously kissing lips 

!

105 

SIMULTANEOUSLY KISSING LIPS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 lean their bodies forward at the waist and make contact 

with their puckered lips. 

!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I JOINING THE CHANNELS OF NOURISHMENT 

Locution nucleus Caring for one another 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Emphasizing affection,  

Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with the other person, 

Reinforcing a close familiar bond, 

Including the other in one’s most personal group of relations 
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10 5– Simultaneously kissing lips!

Interjection “mpwah” (P1 and P2 simultaneously) 

Register label Informal (intimate) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP 

Locution nucleus Having an intimate relationship 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Beginning an intimate relationship, 

Confirming strong personal committment, 

P1 and P2 displaying their intimate relationship to Px, 

P1 and P2 causing annoyance to Px because of their intimate 

relationship 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1 and P2 simultaneously) 

Register label Informal (intimate) 

 

III ACCENTUATING COMRADERIE 

Locution nucleus Being comrades in the international socialist movement 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Confirming political agreement with a leading member of another 

socialist party 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1 and P2 simultaneously) 

Register label Formal 

!

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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10 5– Simultaneously kissing lips 

!

Potentially combined gestures!

1 Handshake 

2 Handshake with bent middle finger 

4 Holding hands  

19 Dancing 

22 Touching someone’s upper arm  

32 Enclosing somoene’s face with both hands  

35 Stroking someone's head  

42 Stroking someone’s cheek  

91 Hugging  

106 French kissing 

122 Sitting on someone’s lap 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

104  Simultaneously kissing cheeks 

106 French kissing  

113 Kissing someone's hand 

155 Kissing an adornment 

 

Context 

The Socialistic brother kiss! is widely known but not practised within the region of 

investigation. 

(Passive gesture vocabulary)!

325325
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106 – French kissing 

 

106 

FRENCH KISSING 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 move their upper bodies forward until their lips touch, 

tilting the heads slightly to the side in opposite directions. While maintaining this lip contact, 

both participants open their mouths slightly and one or both of them extends the tongue to 

enter the other’s mouth and make contact with the other’s tongue. The tongues are engaged 

while moving the tip in a probing and circular way.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING SEXUAL AROUSAL 

Locution nucleus Wishing to arouse someone sexually 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Triggering the other’s sexual action through the use of the highly 
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106 – French kissing!

sensitive tip of the tongue, 

Teasing the other by playfully engaging them in a situation with 

sexual connotation 

Interjection [moaning] 

Register label Informal (intimate) 

 

II EXPRESSING ROMANTIC ATTRACTION 

Locution nucleus Being romantically attracted  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Being tender with the suggestion of passion,  

Emphasizing affection,  

Demonstrating affection through elevated intimacy 

Interjection [moaning] 

Register label Informal (intimate) 

 

III DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS TO THE PUBLIC 

Locution nucleus Desiring each other sexually 

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Aggravating Px, 

Provoking Px 

Interjection [moaning] 

Register label Offensive 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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106 – French kissing 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

19 Dancing  

32 Enclosing somoene's face with both hands  

71 Touching someone's breast(s) 

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

81 Grabbing someone's crotch  

91 Hugging  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

108 Kissing someone's neck  

114 Licking someone's finger 

117 Kissing someone's foot  

329329
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107 – Nibbling on someone’s ear 

 

107 

NIBBLING ON SOMEONE’S EAR 

 Fig 8 

 

EXPRESSION 

From the side or back, P1 uses the front teeth to gently nibble on P2’s earlobe. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 Fig. 9    

 

 

 

a) P1 runs the tip of his or her tongue along the 

outside edge of P2’s ear.  

!
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107 – Nibbling on someone’s ear!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DESIRING SEXUAL ACTION 

Locution nucleus Having intimate physical contact  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples P1 seducing P2 to sexual intercourse, 

P1 showing being romantically / physically attracted to P2 

P1 playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation 

Interjection [breathing heavily], [moaning] 

Colloquial rendering “I want you”, “Sleep with me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

112 Biting someone 
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108 – Kissing someone’s neck 

!

108 

KISSING SOMEONE’S NECK 

 Fig.!"# 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 runs his or her mouth along P2’s neck with puckered or slightly open lips and gently kisses 

the skin in several places. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

     

Fig. 1"   Fig.1$

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can 

be performed with P1 sucking on P2’s 

neck with his or her mouth, and/or biting 

P2’s neck until it leaves a mark.  

!
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108 – Kissing someone’s neck!

 Fig. 1%    

 

 Fig. 1&    

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DESIRING SEXUAL ACTION 

Locution nucleus Desiring intimate physical contact  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples P1 seducing P2 to sexual intercourse, 

P1 showing being romantically/physically attracted to P2, 

P1 playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation 

Interjection [breathing heavily], [moaning] 

Register label Vulgar 

 

II DEMONSTRATING TENDERNESS 

Locution nucleus Being tender with a high level of intimacy 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Triggering P2’s sexual action through the use of the lips or the 

tongue on a highly sensitive and easily accessable part of the body 

Interjection [P2 moaning] 

 

b) P1, with the front teeth of an open mouth, 

bites the skin of  P2’s neck . 

 

 

c) P1, with open lips, runs the tip of his or her 

tongue across the skin of P2’s neck 

!
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108 – Kissing someone’s neck 

!

Applies to variations 0, c 

Register label Informal  

 

III EXPRESSING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant as a form of sexual predilection 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Displaying pleasure in dominating P2, 

Desiring to control P2 

Interjection [P2 moaning] 

Applies to variations a, b 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially Combined Gestures 

!

51 Putting someone's hair behind their ears  

53 Pulling on someone's hair  

71 Touching someone's breast(s) 

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

73 Massaging someone  
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108 – Kissing someone’s neck!

81 Grabbing someone's crotch  

91 Hugging  

112 Biting someone  

 

 

Related Gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

106 French kissing  

112 Biting someone  
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109 – Spitting over someone’s shoulder 

!

109 

SPITTING OVER SOMEONE’S SHOULDER 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 and P2 come together with bodies leaning slightly forward until 

the head nearly or actually touches the other’s cheek or shoulder, and with puckered lips P1 

virtually or actually spits over P2’s shoulder.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Wishing someone well in performing an upcoming task 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Causing magical forces to support P2  

Interjection “Toi toi toi” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Good luck” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 
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109 – Spitting over someone’s shoulder!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

1 Handshake!

91 Hugging 

  

338338



110 – Laying the head upon someone’s chest 

!

110 

LAYING THE HEAD UPON SOMEONE’S CHEST 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing or sitting to one side and leaning their weight on P2, P1 rests their head 

sideways on P2’s chest. P2 then lays one arm across P1’s upper back or shoulders. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REQUESTING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being protected by P2  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples P1 being sheltered in P2’s embrace, 

P2 taking care of P1 

Interjection “Shhh” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on now, don’t be scared” (P2 to P1) 
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110 – Laying the head upon someone’s chest!

II REQUESTING CONSOLATION 

Locution nucleus Being consoled 

Illocution Requesting  

Perlocution examples P2 sharing grief with P1,  

P2 supporting P1 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization, 

Interjection “Sorry”, “Shhh” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “My condolences”, “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry”, “I’m here for you”, 

“Don’t worry”, “Dry those tears” (P2 to P1) 

 

III EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Conveying relaxation, 

Transferring some of one’s own relaxation onto the other 

Interjection “Whew”, “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m beat”, “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

IV EXPRESSING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being tender  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship,  

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Conveying feeling comfortable  

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person 
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110 – Laying the head upon someone’s chest 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

42 Stroking someone's cheek  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

61 Scratching someone's back  

90 Wrapping the arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

111 Leaning on someone  

341341
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111 – Leaning on someone 

!

111 

LEANING ON SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting or standing next to P2, P1 places their head sideways on P2’s shoulder so that 

the cheek and side of the face support the weight of the head. 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

  

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

by supporting the weight of the head on the forehead 

resting on P2’s shoulder.  

!
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111 – Leaning on someone!

    

 

    

 

    

 

 

 

 

b) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

with the back of the head resting on P2’s shoulder.  

 

 

 

 

 

!

 

c) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

while the participants are facing each other and P1 

supports the weight of his or her head by resting the 

forehead on P2’s chest.  

!

 

d) While standing behind them, P1 rests his or her 

chin on the shoulder of P2 and leans the weight of the 

head upon it. 

!

e) While standing behind them, P1 supports the weight 

of his or her head by resting the side of the face and 

cheek on the shoulder of P2.  !
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111 – Leaning on someone 

!

!!!

 

   !

!

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Using P2 as a headrest 

Interjection “Whew”, “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m beat”, “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

 

II REQUESTING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being reassured by someone physically  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Receiving aid and comfort from someone 

g) While P1 and P2 are standing, P1, standing slightly 

to one side of P2, rests the hands, palms facing 

downward, with fingers intertwined or hands on top of 

one another, on the shoulder of P2 and leans either the 

side of the head or the chin on top of their own folded 

hands.  

!

f) While P2 is seated, P1 stands behind them and 

places both elbows on P2’s shoulders, arms bent with 

the forearms raised vertically beside P2’s ears and 

both hands, palms facing downward and fingers 

intertwined, resting on top of P2’s head. P1 then 

places his or her head on top of their own intertwined 

fingers, resting the weight on P2’s head.  

!

!

345345



111 – Leaning on someone!

Interjection “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry” (P2 to P1) 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFINITY WITH SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Enjoying the other’s company,  

Emphasizing affection with close bodily contact, 

Feeling comfortable / Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together 

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship to Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

 
 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

25 Clinging on to someone's arm  

33 Covering someone's head  
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111 – Leaning on someone 

!

76 Carrying someone  

77 Placing an arm around someone’s waist  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

116 Hiding behind someone  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

25 Clinging on to someone's arm  

91 Hugging  

92 Hugging someone from the back  

95 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

 

347347
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112 – Biting someone!

!

112 

BITING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses the front teeth to aggressively bite P2’s skin.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEFENDING ONESELF  

Locution nucleus Being able to defend oneself against a stronger opponent 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Letting P2 know that P1 has the ability to overpower him/her 

without superior strength, 

Showing bravery, 

Making P2 aware of the seriousness of the situation  

Register label Derogatory 
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112 – Biting someone!

 

III DEMONSTRATING DISAPPROVAL 

Locution nucleus P2 having violated a norm 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Punishing P2, 

Disciplining P2, 

Deterring P2 (and Px) from unacceptable behavior 

Showing contempt of P2, 

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Provoking/Challenging P2 

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

108 Kissing someone's neck (Expression variant b) 

II EXPRESSING ANGER 

Locution nucleus Being angry about the behavior of P2 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel inferior, 

Insulting P2, 

Humiliating P2, 

Demonstrating power, 

Displaying fierce determination toward P2 and Px 

Register label Derogatory 
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113 – Kissing someone’s hand 

113 

KISSING SOMEONE’S HAND 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P2 extends one arm and offers her hand, palm facing downward, to P1.  While lightly 

holding the offered hand between thumb and the other four fingers of a vertical 

cupped hand, palm facing towards the body, P1 bows towards the offered hand and 

touches P2’s knuckles with the lips.  
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113 – Kissing someone’s hand 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING COMPLIMENTS 

Locution nucleus Appreciating the beauty of an attractive female person 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P2 feel attractive/wanted/adored,  

Showing affection while maintaining distance 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “You are beautiful”, “You look gorgeous”(P1 to P2) 

Register label dated 

 

 

II DEMONSTRATING COURTESY 

Locution nucleus Acting courteously 

Illocution Demonstrating 

a) P1 and P2 hold hands, palms touching, the fingers 

bent and alternately intertwined together as they wrap 

around the other’s hand, with the tip of the thumb 

pointing toward the tips of the other four fingers of the 

same hand. P1!"with puckered lips,  touches the back 

of P2’s hand. 

 
b) P1 and P2 hold hands, palms touching, and the 

respective fingers wrapped around the other’s hand in 

a slightly C-shaped grip with the tip of the thumb 

pointing toward the tips of the other four fingers of the 

same hand. P1, with puckered lips, touches the back of 

P2’s hand.  
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113 – Kissing someone’s hand 

Perlocution example Convincing P2 of one’s connoisseurship 

Interjection “mpwah” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Madam” (P1 to P2) 

Register label dated 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

4 Holding hands 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

155 Kissing an adornment 

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by a man (P1) with a woman as the 

addressee (P2). 

353353
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114 – Licking someone’s finger 

 

114 

LICKING SOMEONE’S FINGER 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 licks P2’s finger with the tip of his or her tongue. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    
 

    

 

a) P1 sucks on P2’s finger while holding it in his or 

her mouth, enclosed with both lips.!

 

b) P1 gently bites P2’s finger with his or her front 

teeth.  

!
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114 – Licking someone’s finger!

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I SIMULATING FELLATIO/CUNNILINGUS 

Locution nucleus P2 mentally associating the finger with the genitals 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Stimulating the genitals,  

Awakening P2’s desire for sexual action, 

Inviting P2 to get involved in fellatio or cunnilingus 

Interjection  [moaning] 

Register label Vulgar  

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related Gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

106 French kissing  

117 Kissing someone's foot  

 

c) P1 gently runs the tip of his or her tongue along the 

skin between the out-stretched and spread first and 

second fingers of P2’s hand. 

!
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115 – Laying the head upon someone’s lap 

!

115 

LAYING THE HEAD UPON SOMEONE’S LAP 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is sitting and P1 is lying down to the left or right of them, P1 rests his or her head 

on the thigh of P2 that is closest to them with the head turned to the side, usually facing away 

from P2’s body.  
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115 – Laying the head upon someone’s lap!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

    

 

 
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Conveying relaxation, 

P2 transferring some of one’s own relaxation onto P1 

Interjection “Whew”, “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m beat”, “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

II REQUESTING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being reassured by someone physically  

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by P1 

resting the back of the head on P2’s thigh with their face turned 

upwards.  

 

b) The gesture, as described above, can be performed by P2 

sitting on a chair while P1 sits on the floor and rests the side or 

back of their head on P2’s thigh.   
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115 – Laying the head upon someone’s lap 

!

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Receiving aid and comfort from someone 

Interjection “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry” (P2 to P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

III REQUESTING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being protected from harm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Sheltering oneself, 

Holding on to the other’s body to benefit from their physical stability 

Register label Informal 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being tender  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Confirming close friendship, 

Conveying feeling comfortable,  

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person, 

Convincing P2 that P1 enjoys his/her company 

Register label Informal 

 

V DEMONSTRATING TOGETHERNESS 

Locution nucleus Belonging together  

Illocution Demonstrating (to Px) 

Perlocution examples Displaying mutual fellowship to Px, 

Triggering jealousy in P! 

Register label Informal 
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115 – Laying the head upon someone’s lap!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Leaning on someone  
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116 – Hiding behind someone 

116 

HIDING BEHIND SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

A child (P1) holds on to the leg of a taller person (P2) and hides their body behind it, 

possibly peeking around the front.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

 

 

a) P1 buries their head in P2’s lap.   
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116 – Hiding behind someone 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REQUESTING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being reassured by someone physically  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Receiving aid and comfort from someone 

Interjection “It’s okay”, “Don’t cry” (P2 to P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m here for you”, “Don’t worry” (P2 to P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

II REQUESTING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being protected from harm 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Sheltering oneself, 

Holding on to the other’s body to benefit from their physical 

stability 

Register label Informal 

 

 

III EXPRESSING SHAME 

Locution nucleus Being ashamed of oneself 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Displaying repentance for having done something, 

Feeling embarrassed in a certain situation, 

Feeling disturbed by strangers 

Register label Informal 

 

 

IV EXPRESSING FEAR 

Locution nucleus Being scared of something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Seeking protection through physical contact with the other  

Interjection “Oh no” (P1) 

Register label Informal 
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116 – Hiding behind someone 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

25 Clinging on to someone's arm  

115 Laying the head upon someone's lap  

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

 

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture is most commonly performed by a child (P1) to an adult (P2).  
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117 – Kissing someone’s foot 

117 

KISSING SOMEONE’S FOOT 

 Fig. 15 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 gently kisses the skin of P2’s foot while holding it with one or both hands.  

 

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 16  

 
 

 

 

 

a) P1 runs the tongue between the toes of 

P2’s foot.  

365365



117 – Kissing someone’s foot 

 Fig. 17    

 

 Fig. 18   

 

 Fig. 19    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING SEXUAL SUBMISSION 

Locution nucleus Being submissive as a form of sexual predilection 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Displaying pleasure in being dominated by P2, 

Awakening a desire for sexual action in P2, 

Expressing the desire to be controlled by P2 

Interjection [moaning] 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

 

b) P1 runs the tongue along the sole of P2’s 

foot.  

 

c) P1 uses the tip of the tongue to lick the high 

heel of a woman’s shoe or the leather of a low-

heeled shoe.  

 

d) P1 uses the mouth to suck on P2’s toes.  
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117 – Kissing someone’s foot 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

73 Massaging someone  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

106 French kissing  

107 Nibbling on someone's ear  

108 Kissing someone's neck  

114 Licking someone's finger 

367367



 

368368



118 – Falling into someone’s arms 

!

118 

FALLING INTO SOMEONE’S ARMS 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1, while standing in front of P2, facing the same direction, falls straight backwards to be 

caught by P2, who, by placing both open hands under P1’s armpits, palms facing inward, 

fingertips pointing straight ahead, arms extended and slightly bent at the elbow, supports their 

weight and prevents them from falling to the floor. 
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118 – Falling into someone’s arms!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

  
 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING TRUST 

Locution nucleus Trusting someone blindly 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Reminding P2 that P1 relies on their care, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust 

Interjection “whoooaaa” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Catch me”, “Here I go” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

92 Hugging someone from the back  

93 Squeezing someone from behind  

111 Leaning on someone  

a) The gesture, as described above, can 

also be performed with P1 standing in 

front of and facing P2. In this case, P2 

finishes the gesture by bending both arms 

at the elbow and around the torso of P1 in 

order to better support their weight.  

!

370370



119 – Piggy back waist 

!

119 

PIGGY-BACK WAIST 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While both are standing facing the same direction, P1 wraps both arms around P2’s neck or 

shoulders and one leg, bent at the knee, around their waist. P1, simultaneously lifting their 

weight off the ground using P2 as support, wraps their other leg, bent at the knee, around P2’s 

waist. P2 uses both hands to hold P1’s legs under their knees and may lean forward slightly to 

support the extra weight and prevent P1 from sliding off their back. 
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119 – Piggy back waist!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

    

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I PLAYING WITH SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Playfully handing over authority 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples P2 simulating riding a horse, 

P1 and P2 playfully imitating the relationship of horse and rider, 

P1 handing over his/her control in order to allow P2 to lead the 

game 

Interjection “Heeyah”, “Go”, “Run”, “Faster” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Giddy up, horsey!” (P1 to P2)  

Register label Humerous 

 

II DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT 

Locution nucleus Being willing to take on P2’s weight 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 physically as an aid to mental or emotional 

stabilization 

Interjection “Shhh” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “It’s okay”, “We’ll get through this together” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

!

a) The gesture, as described above, can be extended by P1 

crossing their legs together at the ankles in front of P2’s 

waist.   
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119 – Piggy back waist 

!

III OFFERING PROTECTION 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for another person’s safety  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sheltering P2, 

P1 demonstrating protecting P2 from dirt, water, etc 

Register label Informal 

 

IV EXPRESSING AFFINITY  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Proving affinity by indicating that P1 would carry P2 “over 

mountain and valley” 

Colloquial rendering “I got you”, “I won’t let go” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

76 Carrying someone  

96 Piggy back shoulders  

111 Leaning on someone  

373373
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120 – Riding on someone’s back!

!

120 

RIDING ON SOMEONE’S BACK 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is on hands and knees on the floor, P1 sits on their back with spread legs, holding 

on to their shoulders, in an attempt to simulate sitting on a horse’s back.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I PLAYING HORSE AND RIDER 

Locution nucleus Being willing to commit to a different form of locomotion 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples P2 simulating a horse carrying P1 as a rider, 
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120 – Riding on someone’s back!

P1 and P2 playfully imitating the relationship of horse and rider, 

P1 handing over his/her control in order to allow P2 to lead the 

game 

Interjection “Heeyah”, “Go”, “Run”, “Faster” (P1 to P2) 

[simulated horse whinney] (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Giddy up, horsey!” (P1 to P2)  

Register label Humerous 

 

II DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example P1 playfully controlling P2 physically,  

Playfully suppressing someone to gain temporary power 

Register label Informal 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

96 Piggy back shoulders 

122 Sitting on someone's lap  
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121 – Bumping hips 

121 

BUMPING HIPS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing next to one another, P1 uses the outside surface of the hip closest to 

P2 to bump against the outside surface of his or her hip. 

 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Encouraging 

Perlocution example Supporting someone in an uncertain situation 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I 

stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it” (P1 to P2) 
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121 – Bumping hips 

II EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited / enthusiastic about something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1, P2, or P1 and P2) 

Colloquial rendering “That’s awesome” (P1, P2, or P1 and P2) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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122 – Sitting on someone’s lap 

!

122 

SITTING ON SOMEONE’S LAP 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While P2 is seated, P1 sits sideways on P2’s lap with their own knees bent and both legs 

together, possibly crossed at the ankles.  
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122 – Sitting on someone’s lap!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

     

 

 
MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I MARKING POSSESSION 

Locution nucleus P2 belonging to P1  

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution example Taking away P2’s ability to freely move about 

 

II EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Conveying relaxation, 

Transferring some of one’s own relaxation onto another 

Interjection “Whew”, “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m beat”, “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

III DEMONSTRATING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being tender 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship,  

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

a) P1 sits on P2’s lap with spread legs, 

which wrap around P2’s thighs or waist. 

This gesture can be performed while P1 

sits forward on the lap, facing P2, or 

backwards, facing the same direction as 

P2.   

!
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122 – Sitting on someone’s lap 

!

Conveying feeling comfortable  

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

4 Holding hands 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

32 Enclosing somoene's face with both hands  

33 Covering someone's head  

40 Leaning on someone  

42 Stroking someone's cheek  

43 Pinching someone's cheek  

47 Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear  

54 Scratching someone's beard  

59 Placing a hand on someone's back  

61 Scratching someone's back  

69 Poking someone  

70 Brushing lint off of someone's shirt  
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122 – Sitting on someone’s lap!

71 Touching someone's breast(s) 

72 Pinching someone's nipple(s)  

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

90 Wrapping arms around another person  

91 Hugging  

97 Putting foreheads together  

100 Fluttering eyelashes together  

101 Rubbing noses together  

102 Kissing someone on the forehead  

103 Kissing someone on the cheek  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  

107 Nibbling on someone's ear  

110 Laying the head upon someone's chest  

111 Laying one arm around the other's shoulder  

147 Straightening someone’s collar  

148 Manipulating the buttons of someone's shirt  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

96 Piggy back shoulders  

120 Riding on someone's back  
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123 – Nudging someone with the leg 

123 

NUDGING SOMEONE WITH THE LEG 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While sitting next to or across from them, P1 uses the knee or thigh to apply pressure 

to the leg of P2, either continuously for a period of time or gently tapping one or 

several times in the same movement.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I BRINGING SOMEONE OUT OF REVERIE 

Locution nucleus Focusing on a given situation 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Secretly reminding P2 of his/her duties under the table in a 

way that would not be noticed by Px  
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123 – Nudging someone with the leg 

II ALERTING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Becoming aware of one’s presence or something in the 

immediate surroundings 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Causing P2 to have the same experience as oneself, 

Showing P2 that one is prepared to share some activity, 

Announcing one’s presence in the absence of visual contact, 

Preparing P2 to receive a comment intended only for them, 

Warning P2 by focusing his/her attention to an immediate 

danger 

Interjection “Hey!”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see that?” “Check this out” , 

“Watch this”, “Look at me”, “Watch out”, “Be careful” (P1 

to P2) 

 

 

III MARKING A SITUATION OR STATEMENT AS 

NOTEWORTHY 

Locution nucleus A situation being worthy of comment, when such comment 

cannot be made verbally 

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution examples Focusing on a shared experience 

Colloquial rendering “Look at him/her”, “Can you believe that?”, “Did you just 

hear that?”, “I agree”, “I disagree” (P1 to P2) 

 

IV EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited / enthusiastic about something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Here it is”, “It’s coming up”, “That’s awesome”, “Oh my 

gosh!” (P1 to P2) 
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123 – Nudging someone with the leg 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

86 Nudging someone with the elbow  

124 Touching legs  

130 Nudging someone with the foot  

 

385385
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124 – Touching legs 

!

124 

TOUCHING LEGS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting side-by-side, P1 and P2 gently press the knee or leg closest to the other 

participant against the other’s knee or leg.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed in 

such a way that not only the legs, but also the feet of P1 and 

P2 touch or are placed one on top of the other. 

!
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124 – Touching legs!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING SECRET INTIMACY  

Locution nucleus Being secretly involved in a relationship  

Illocution Celebrating (P1 with P2) 

Perlocution examples Causing P2 to desire sexual interaction, 

Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation, 

Causing P2 to enjoy being sexually engaged 

Register label Euphemistic 

 

II EXPRESSING EMOTIONAL CLOSENESS 

Locution nucleus Being emotionally close to the other person 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Discretely reassuring another of one’s presence, 

Emphasizing affection  

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!

 

Potentially combined gestures 

24 Laying a palm on someone's arm  

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

84 Pinching someone's knee or leg  
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124 – Touching legs 

!

87 Linking arms  

88 Linking arms and swaying to music 

132 Touching feet  

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

123 Nudging someone with the leg  

123 Nudging someone with the foot  

 

 

 

 

! !
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125 – Intertwining legs 

 

125 

INTERTWINING LEGS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing face to face, P1 slides his or her leg between P2’s legs and presses their thigh 

against P2’s genitals. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

     

 

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can 

be accompanied by one or both 

participants laying the palm(s) of one 

or both hands on the other’s thigh or 

buttocks, and possibly stroking. 

!
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125 – Intertwining legs!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING UNITY 

Locution nucleus Being one body 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Unifying bodies by entangling bodyparts, 

Willingly giving up the opportunity to walk (away) in the interest 

of togetherness, 

Emphasizing affection 

Register label Informal 

 

II OFFERING SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

Locution nucleus Having sexual intercourse 

Illocution Offering 

Perlocution example Stimulating someone to awaken the desire for sexual action 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

4 Holding hands 

19 Dancing  
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125 – Intertwining legs 

 

32 Enclosing somoene's face with both hands  

79 Pinching someone's behind  

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

91 Hugging  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

106 French kissing  

! !  

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

19 Dancing  

124 Touching legs  

 

393393
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126 – Tripping someone!

 

126 

TRIPPING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 fully extends one leg and places the foot, with the toes pointing upward and heel pointing 

toward or resting on the ground, in the path of P2’s feet while they are walking or running in 

order to cause P2 to trip or stumble over the foot.  
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126 – Tripping someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DISRUPTING SOMEONE’S EQUILIBRIUM 

Locution nucleus P2 being unstable  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Causing P2 to lose their balance,  

Overpowering P2’s balance, 

Unexpectedly imposing upon P2, 

Taking pleasure in P2’s misfortune  

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

127 Kicking someone  

131 Stepping on someone's foot  

132 Touching feet 
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127 – Kicking someone!

 

127 

KICKING SOMEONE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses the tip, the side, the heel, or the sole of the foot of one leg to kick P2 at various 

possible places on their body, such as their leg, stomach, genitals, or face. To perform the 

kick, P1, from a standing or sitting position, raises one leg, bent at the knee and straightens 

the leg, forcibly bringing their foot against P2’s body. 
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127 – Kicking someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING SUPERIOR STRENGTH  

Locution nucleus Being physically superior 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Drawing P2 into physical combat,  

Unexpectedly confronting P2 with aggressive behavior, 

Making P2 feel abused/dominated 

Colloquial rendering “Who’s the boss now?” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

!

128       Kicking someone's behind  

130       Nudging someone with the foot  

132 Touching feet  
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128 – Kicking someone’s behind!

 

128 

KICKING SOMEONE’S BEHIND 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind P2, facing the same direction, P1 uses the toes or tip of the shoes of 

one foot to kick P2 in the buttocks. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

    

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

using the sole of one foot or shoe to kick P2 in the 

buttocks. 

!
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128 – Kicking someone’s behind!

  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING MOTIVATION 

Locution nucleus Motivating P2 to action 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Forcing P2 to stop procrastinating 

Colloquial rendering “Get up”. “You can do it”, “Go ahead”, “Get moving” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II KICKING SOMEONE OUT 

Locution nucleus Making P2 leave the room 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Excluding P2 from a community, 

Humiliating P2, 

Displaying superior strength and the willingness to use it for 

violence 

Interjection “Out!” “Leave” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Don’t show up again” (P1 to P2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) The gesture, as described above, can be performed 

using the knee of one bent leg to strike P2 in the buttocks. 

!
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128 – Kicking someone’s behind!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

127      Kicking someone  

130      Nudging someone with the foot  

 

!

401401
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129 – Resting the feet on someone’s lap 

!

129 

RESTING THE FEET ON SOMEONE’S LAP 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting next to or across from P2, who is also sitting, P1 fully stretches out one or both 

legs and rests the feet on top of P2’s thigh, optionally with the feet crossed at the ankle.  
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129 – Resting the feet on someone’s lap!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

      

 
 

 
 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I MARKING POSSESSION 

Locution nucleus P2 belonging to P1  

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution example Taking away P2’s ability to freely move about 

 

II EXPRESSING FATIGUE 

Locution nucleus Being tired, exhausted, worn out 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Conveying relaxation, 

P2 transferring some of one’s own relaxation onto P1 

Interjection “Whew”, “Ufff” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “I’m beat”, “I’m exhausted” (P1) 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFINITY WITH SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Enjoying another’s company 

Illocution Expressing 

 

a) P1 rests the pit of the knee(s) of one or 

both bent legs on P2’s thigh, optionally 

with both feet crossed at the ankle. 

!
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129 – Resting the feet on someone’s lap 

!

Perlocution examples Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Conveying feeling comfortable, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward another person 

Register label Informal 

 

IV DEMONSTRATING LOVE / FRIENDSHIP  

Locution nucleus Being tender 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Confirming close friendship,  

Emphasizing affection through close bodily contact, 

Conveying feeling comfortable  

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

 

83 Laying a hand upon someone's leg  

85 Tickling someone's feet  

117 Kissing someone's foot  

405405
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130 – Nudging someone with the foot 

130 

NUDGING SOMEONE WITH THE FOOT 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While sitting or standing next to or opposite them, P1 applies pressure to the leg, calf, 

ankle or foot of P2 with the tip of one shoe or the toes of one foot either continuously 

for a period of time or gently tapping one or several times in the same movement. 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I BRINGING SOMEONE OUT OF REVERIE 

Locution nucleus Focusing on a given situation 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Secretly reminding P2 of his/her duties under the table in a 

way that would not be noticed by Px  
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130 – Nudging someone with the foot 

II ALERTING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Becoming aware of one’s presence or something in the 

immediate surroundings 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Causing P2 to have the same experience as oneself, 

Showing P2 that one is prepared to share some activity, 

Announcing one’s presence in the absence of visual contact, 

Preparing P2 to receive a comment intended only for them, 

Warning P2 by focusing his/her attention to an immediate 

danger 

Interjection “Hey!”, “Psst”, “Shht” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look over here”, “Do you see that?” “Check this out” , 

“Watch this”, “Look at me”, “Watch out”, “Be careful” (P1 

to P2) 

 

 

III MARKING A SITUATION OR STATEMENT AS 

NOTEWORTHY 

Locution nucleus A situation being worthy of comment 

Illocution Claiming 

Perlocution examples Focusing on a shared experience 

Colloquial rendering “Look at him/her”, “Can you believe that?”, “Did you just 

hear that?”, “I agree”, “I disagree” (P1 to P2) 

 

IV EXPRESSING EXCITEMENT 

Locution nucleus Being excited / enthusiastic about something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing one’s excitement with another person 

Interjection “Yoo Hoo”, “Yippee” (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Here it is”, “It’s coming up”, “That’s awesome”, “Oh my 

gosh!” (P1 to P2) 
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130 – Nudging someone with the foot 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

68 Nudging someone with the leg  

123 Nudging someone with the elbow  

127 Kicking someone  

131 Stepping on someone's foot  

132 Touching feet  

 

 

409409
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131 – Stepping on someone’s foot 

 

131 

STEPPING ON SOMEONE’S FOOT 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing or sitting across from or next to P2, P1 uses the heel of one foot to 

intentionally step on the top of the foot or toes of P2. 
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131 – Stepping on someone’s foot!

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 20  

 

 Fig. 21   

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I SUPPRESSING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Having control over someone’s movement 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Preventing P2 from walking (away), 

Pinning P2 to the ground, 

Conveying to P2 the impression of being trampled upon  

Register label Derogatory 

 

II WISHING TO STIMULATE SOMEONE SEXUALLY 

Locution nucleus Desiring sexual action  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution Touching P2 to arouse lust, 

Stimulating P2 in a dominant manner, 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be 

performed using the tip of the foot rather 

than the heel. 

!

b) The gesture, as described above, can be 

performed using the pointed high heel of a 

women’s shoe to step on the top of the foot or 

toes of a man’s shoe.  
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131 – Stepping on someone’s foot 

 

Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation 

Applies to variant b 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

126 Tripping someone   

127 Kicking someone 

132 Touching feet  

 

 

413413
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132 – Touching feet 

!

132 

TOUCHING FEET 

 (“Footsie”) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While sitting next to one another, P1 and P2 touch feet with the toes or tip of the shoe, either 

simultaneously or by P1 touching P2’s foot unexpectedly. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 Fig. 22  

 

a) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with P1 

running the tip of the foot along the P2’s leg.  

!
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132 – Touching feet!

    

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING SECRET SEXUAL INTIMACY  

Locution nucleus Being secretly involved in a sexual relationship  

Illocution Celebrating (P1 with P2) 

Perlocution examples Causing P2 to desire sexual interaction, 

Playfully engaging P2 in a situation with sexual connotation, 

Causing P2 to enjoy being sexually engaged 

Register label Euphemistic 

 

II SECRETLY DEMANDING SEXUAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Getting involved in sexual action 

Illocution Demanding 

Perlocution examples Stimulating P2 in a playfully dominant matter, 

Preparing P2 to for sexual interaction 

Register label Vulgar 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

b) The gesture, as described above, can be performed with P1’s foot  

rubbing P2’s crotch.  

!

416416



132 – Touching feet 

!

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

127 Kicking someone  

130 Nudging someone with the foot  

131 Stepping on someone's foot  

 

 

Context 
 

This gesture is most commonly performed by a woman (P1) with a man as the addressee (P2). 

417417
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133 – Pouring water over someone’s head 

133 

POURING WATER OVER SOMEONE’S HEAD 

 Fig. 23 

 
EXPRESSION 

While P3 holds or supports the head of P2 over a catch basin, P1 anoints P2 by 

pouring water over their head and into the basin. 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 Fig. 24 

a) The gesture is performed by submerging the head or 

entire body of the person to be anointed in a body of 

water such as a large basin, lake or river. In this case, 

P1 supports and holds P2 while both are in the water 

and briefly dunks P2’s head completely or partially 

into the water. 
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133 – Pouring water over someone’s head 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DECLARING MEMBERSHIP 

Locution nucleus P2 being a member of a spiritual community 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution example Welcoming P2 into the community 

Colloquial rendering “I hereby christen you ...”, “In the name of the father, the son and 

the holy spirit”, “In the name of God...” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Technical 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 
 

 

33 Covering someone's head  

 

38 Making the sign of a cross on someone's forehead  

 

39 Placing palms on someone’s head  

 

 

420420



134 - Touching someone through glass 

!

134 

TOUCHING SOMEONE THROUGH GLASS 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1, with the palm of one or both 'B' shaped hands facing outward, 

fingers slightly spread, simulates touching P2’s outward facing palm or palms while separated 

by glass or other transparent material. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DESIRING  INTIMACY 

Locution nucleus Longing for affectionate contact with the other person 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Moving the other emotionally, 

Emphasizing a strong connection with the other, 

Realizing intimacy by mutual coordination 

421421



134 - Touching someone through glass!

Colloquial rendering “I miss you”, “I love you”, “I hope to see you again soon”, “Take 

care of yourself” 

Register label Informal 

 

II OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 

Locution nucleus Continuing an intimate relationship against obstacles 

Illocution Promising 

Perlocution example Cheering the other up in the moment of seperation 

Colloquial rendering “Nothing can come between us” 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

complementary   non-complementary 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

97 Putting foreheads together  

105 Simultaneously kissing lips  

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

7 Clapping palms !

422422



135 – Awarding a medal!

 

135 

AWARDING A MEDAL 

 Fig. 25 

 

EXPRESSION 

While standing behind P2, facing the same direction, P1 drapes a band with a medal around 

P2’s neck with both hands.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

  Fig. 26    

 

a) While standing face to face with them, 

P1 awards P2 a medal on a band by draping 

it around their neck with both hands.  

423423



135 – Awarding a medal!

 Fig. 27    

 

 Fig. 28 

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I HONORING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Feeling pride in P2’s actions or accomplishments  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Honoring someone’s action or accomplishments,  

Thanking P2 for their dedication, 

Motivating P2 for even bigger achievements 

Register label Formal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING AUTHORITY 

Locution nucleus Making use of the privilege to act as a person of authority 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Projecting glory on someone by accentuating one’s own power 

Register label Formal 

 

 

 

 

b) P1 can also award a medal by pinning it on the 

chest/jacket of P2 with one or both hands 

!

 

c) P1 can award a medal simply handing it over to 

P2 while performing a handshake.  
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135 – Awarding a medal!

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Potentially combined gestures 

1 Handshake 

 

 

425425
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136 – Cleaning someone’s mouth with a tissue!

 

136 

CLEANING SOMEONE’S MOUTH WITH A TISSUE 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 holds a tissue in one modified D-shaped hand so that the fabric is enclosed by all fingers 

except the vertically extended forefinger, which lines up with one tip of the tissue. After 

wetting the tip of the tissue with their tongue, P1 uses it to wipe the dirt off P2’s mouth.  
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136 – Cleaning someone’s mouth with a tissue!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I GROOMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for P2’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples P1 keeping P2 within the bounds of socially accepted personal 

appearance, 

Letting P2 know that he/she is taken care of, 

Reinforcing positions within a hierarchy of relations (familial or 

social) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Context 

 

This gesture is most commonly performed by an adult (P1) to a child (P2).  
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137 – Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder!

 

137 

PLACING A SWORD ON SOMEONE’S SHOULDER 

(Accolade) 

 Fig. 29 

 

EXPRESSION 

The “knight-elect” (P2) kneels in front of the monarch (P1) on a knighting stool. P1 lays the 

flat side of the blade of a sword on the P2’s right shoulder, then raises the sword and moves it 

over P2’s head to place it on their left shoulder. After receiving the honor, P2 stands up and 

P1 presents them with the insignia of the order to which he or she has been appointed.  

 

   Fig. 30 
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137 – Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DECLARING A TITLE 

Locution nucleus A man or a woman being Sir or Lady  

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples Approving of P2’s actions/accomplishments,  

Symbolizing a special acknowledgement, 

Honoring P2’s action or accomplishments, 

Consecrating P2, 

Changing P2’s status by reconstructing the medieval rite-of-passage 

ceremony, 

Inspiring P2 with a new grandeur to act upon 

Colloquial rendering “I hereby declare you…” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Formal 

 

II DEMONSTRATING AUTHORITY 

Locution nucleus Making use of the privilege to act as a person of authority 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Projecting glory on someone by accentuating one’s own power 

Register label Formal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

430430



138 – Clinking glassware!

 

138 

CLINKING GLASSWARE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 and P2, facing each other, each hold glassware such as a wine glass, bottle or cup with one 

hand and, by extending the arm at the elbow, bring their glassware into light contact with the 

other’s. The gesture is completed by both participants drinking simultaneously from their 

respective glasses.  
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138 – Clinking glassware!

MEANING AND USE VARANTS 

I CELEBRATING SOMETHING 

Locution nucleus Being happy about a success, an accomplishment or a milestone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing enthusiasm over a special event or occasion, 

Cheering P2’s accomplishments  

Interjection “Cheers” 

 

II RESPONDING TO A TOAST 

Locution nucleus Being in agreement with the speech held by someone 

Illocution Emphasizing 

Perlocution example Appreciating the words, 

Marking a special event or occasion, 

Honoring the person praised in the speech 

Interjection “Cheers”  

Colloquial rendering “Bottom’s up” , “I propose a toast”, I drink to that” 

 

III EXPRESSING A JOINT WISH 

Locution nucleus Jointly wishing for something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Making a wish by sharing a drink with others 

Interjection “Cheers” 

Colloquial rendering “Here’s to your health” , I drink to that” 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!
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139 – Drinking with linked arms!

!

139 

DRINKING WITH LINKED ARMS 

(“Brüderschaft”) 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing one another, P1 and P2 each hold a glass, bottle or cup in one hand and cross the 

forearm holding the glass with the other’s respective forearm. Intertwining the arms by 

reaching the hand back towards their mouth, they each take a drink from their own glass 

simultaneously. The gesture can also include kissing briefly with puckered lips afterwards to 

confirm the “du” address within the German language.  
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139 – Drinking with linked arms!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I ALLOWING INFORMAL INTERACTION 

Locution nucleus Using the informal mode of address 

Illocution Offering 

Perlocution examples Using physical contact to overcome barriers of personal status, 

Opening up a personal level for interaction 

Interjection “mpwah”, [first name] 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

87 Linking arms  

88 Linking arms and swaying to music  

 

Context 

This gesture is widely known but not practiced within the region of investigation. 

(Passive gesture vocabulary) 
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140 – Feeding someone!

!

140 

FEEDING SOMEONE 

   

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 holds something edible with one or both hands and places it into P2’s mouth for them to 

eat.  

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 

 

 

 

a) The gesture can be performed by P1 using 

silverware to place the food into P2’s mouth. 
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140 – Feeding someone!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I TAKING CARE OF SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned about the other’s well-being  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Making P1 feel good, 

Playfully reminding P2 about the essential habits of life 

Interjection “Here” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “You need to eat”, “Here, eat this”, “Try this”  (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Stimulating P2 sexually by feeding him/her exotic foods 

Interjection “Hmmm” (P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

!
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141 – Lighting someone’s cigarette!

!

141 

LIGHTING SOMEONE’S CIGARETTE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 holds a lighter in one hand and uses it to light a cigarette that P2 holds between their lips.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I DEMONSTRATING AVAILABILITY 

Locution nucleus Being at hand  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples P1 making use of an opportunity to get in contact with P2, 

P1 opening a conversation with P2, 

P1 showing politeness 

Colloquial rendering “May I?” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 
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141 – Lighting someone’s cigarette!

II EXPRESSING APPROVAL OF SOMEONE SMOKING 

Locution nucleus Agreeing to someone smoking 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 in his/her decisions 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

438438



142 – Helping someone into their jacket!

 

142 

HELPING SOMEONE INTO THEIR JACKET 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 grabs the collar of P2’s jacket with both hands, palms facing downward, fingers curved 

toward the inside lining ,thumbs on top of the collar, and holds the coat open so that P2 can 

push their arms into it more easily.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING AVAILABILITY 

Locution nucleus Being at hand  

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Showing willingness to support or assist P2, 

Making P2 feel comfortable, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Acknowledging a desire to be in contact with P2 

439439



142 – Helping someone into their jacket!

Colloquial rendering “May I?” (P1 to P2) 

 

II DEMONSTRATING POLITENESS 

Locution nucleus Having an old-fashioned style of courtesy 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Showing respect for social norms, 

Impressing P2/Px with one’s politeness 

Colloquial rendering “Madam” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Dated 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION TO SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Indicating affection while maintaining distance 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

 

Context 

 

This gesture is most commonly performed by a man (P1) with a woman as the addressee (P2). 
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143 – Taking off / Putting on someone’s shoe!

 

143 

TAKING OFF / 

PUTTING ON SOMEONE’S SHOE  

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one or both hands to help P2 either put their shoes on or take their shoes off their feet. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I (UN-)DRESSING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being in close connection 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Opening or closing off an act of intimacy 

Register label Informal (intimate) 

 

441441



143 – Taking off / Putting on someone’s shoe!

II EXPRESSING SUBMISSION 

Locution nucleus Being submissive 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples P1 presenting himself/herself as inferior, 

Displaying pleasure in being dominated by P2 

Register label Informal 

 

III HELPING SOMEONE ARRIVE 

Locution nucleus Someone arriving mentally 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Convincing P2 to step out of the “outside world”, 

Making P2 feel comfortable in order to let go of physical or mental 

stress, 

Helping P2 relax / calm down 

Interjection “Relax” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Just relax”, “Just let go”, “Calm down”, “Sit down”, “You’re 

home” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to Taking off someone’s shoe 

Register label Informal  

 

IV AWAITING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Someone being expected 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Showing P2 that P1 was looking forward to his/her company, 

P1 convincing P2 of being concerned for P2’s well being 

Colloquial rendering “There you are”, “Come in” (P1 to P2) 

Applies to Taking off someone’s shoe 

Register label Informal 

 

V ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

442442



143 – Taking off / Putting on someone’s shoe!

 

Illocution Encouraging 

Perlocution example Supporting someone in an uncertain situation 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I’m here 

for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it”  

(P1 to P2) 

Applies to Putting on someone’s shoe 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

144 Tying someone’s shoelace 

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 144. 

443443
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144 – Tying someone’s shoelace 

144 

 

TYING SOMEONE’S SHOELACE 

 

 
 

EXPRESSION 

P1 ties the laces of P2’s shoe(s) with the fingers of both hands by making a loop with 

one end, wrapping the other end around it and pulling it through in a loop. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I CLEANING SOMEONE UP 

Locution nucleus Caring for one’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Tidying someone up,  

Preparing P2 for a big event / an important situation, 

P1 showing P2 that P1 wants to make a good impression, 

Supporting P2 mentally, 

Sending P2 on their way with best wishes 

Colloquial rendering “There you go”, “Now you’re ready”, “Good luck”, “I’ll be 
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144 – Tying someone’s shoelace 

thinking of you” (P1 to P2) 

 

II ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Encouraging 

Perlocution example Supporting someone in an uncertain situation 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I’m here 

for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING SUBMISSION 

Locution nucleus Being submissive 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Displaying pleasure in being dominated by P2 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

143 Taking off / Putting on someone’s shoe 

 

Context 

 
This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 143. 
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145 – Pulling on someone’s clothes 

145 

PULLING ON SOMEONE’S CLOTHES 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 encloses the fabric of P2’s clothes in the fist of either one or both A- or S-shaped 

hands, arm(s) bent, and pulls.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I REQUESTING THE ADDRESSEE’S ATTENTION  

Locution nucleus P2 being aware of something  

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution examples Directing P2’s attention,  

Engaging P2’s awareness 

Interjection “Hey”, “Psst”, “Mom”, “Dad”  (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me”, “Look over here”, “Do you see 

this?”, “Watch this” (P1 to P2) 

447447



145 – Pulling on someone’s clothes 

Register label Informal 

 

 

II REQUESTING A FAVOR 

Locution nucleus P2 doing or providing something 

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Emphasizing the importance of the favor by applying physical 

contact 

Interjection “Pleeease!” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

53 Pulling on someone's hair  

70 Brushing lint off of someone's shirt  

88 Pulling on someone's earlobe 

89 Pulling someone by the ear 

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  

147 Straightening someone’s collar  

148 Manipulating the buttons of someone's shirt  

448448



146 – Grabbing someone by the collar  

 

146 

GRABBING SOMEONE BY THE COLLAR  

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing one another, P1 uses either one or both A- or S-shaped hands, arm(s) bent at the 

elbow, to enclose the fabric of P2’s shirt in his or her closed fist(s) and hold on to it while 

shaking P2’s upper body.  

  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I REQUESTING SOMEONE’S FULL ATTENTION 

Locution nucleus Having another person become fully aware of oneself  

449449



146 – Grabbing someone by the collar !

Illocution Requesting 

Perlocution example Making P2 justify his or her actions, 

Emphasizing the importance of a moment of conversation  

Interjection “Hey”, “Listen” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Look at me”, “Listen to me” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

II THREATENING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Intimidating someone physically 

Illocution Threatening 

Perlocution examples Blaming P2 for something,  

Making P2 feel guilty 

Colloquial rendering “You talkin’ to me?”, “Are you serious?”, “Are you kidding 

me?”, “Get a grip, man” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

29 Shaking someone by their shoulders  

66 Holding someone in place 

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

147 Straightening someone’s collar !
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147 – Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel 

!

147 

STRAIGHTENING SOMEONE’S COLLAR, TIE, OR LAPEL 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing P2, P1 uses both A-shaped hands, turned vertically at the wrist so that the 

thumbs are on top, palms facing inward, to hold the collar or lapels of P2’s garments between 

the thumb and the side of the forefinger of each hand and straighten or readjust them.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I CLEANING SOMEONE UP 

Locution nucleus Caring for one’s appearance 

451451



147 – Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel!

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Tidying someone up,  

Being overprotective of P2, 

Preparing P2 for a big event, 

P1 conveying the intention of  P2 making a good impression, 

Supporting P2 mentally, 

Expressing one’s care for P2’s success, 

Sending P2 on their way with best wishes 

Colloquial rendering “There you go”, “Now you’re ready”, “Good luck”, “I’ll be 

thinking of you”, “Show them” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

II ENCOURAGING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus P2 doing something challenging, unpleasant or uncommon 

Illocution Encouraging 

Perlocution example Supporting P2 in an uncertain situation 

Interjection “C’mon” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Come on”, “Go ahead”, “Show them”, “Let’s see it”, “I’m here 

for you”, “I stand by you”, “Don’t be shy”, “You can do it”  

(P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

III EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Showing affection while maintaining distance 

Register label Informal 

 

 

 

 

 

452452



147 – Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

146 Grabbing someone by the collar  

 

 

Context 

 
This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 70 and/or 148. 

 

453453
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148 – Manipulating the buttons of someone’s shirt 

148 

MANIPULATING THE BUTTONS OF SOMEONE’S SHIRT 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 manipulates the buttons and buttonholes of P2’s shirt with both half-closed hands, 

thumbs on top and touching the tips of the fore-and middle finger of each hand, in 

order to complete the act of getting dressed. 

 

  

455455



148 – Manipulating the buttons of someone’s shirt 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DRESSING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being in close connection 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Opening or closing off an act of intimacy 

 

II CLEANING SOMEONE UP 

Locution nucleus Making someone up 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Preparing P2 for a big event / an important situation, 

Supporting P2 mentally, 

Showing care for P2’s success, 

Sending P2 on their way with best wishes 

Colloquial rendering “There you go”, “Now you’re ready”, “Good luck”, “I’ll be 

thinking of you”, “Show them” (P1 to P2) 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

145 Pulling on someone's clothes  

 

Context 

This gesture can be performed in successive combination with gesture 70 and/or 147. 

456456



149 – Combing somoene’s hair 

149 

COMBING SOMEONE’S HAIR 

 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

P1 holds P2’s hair with one hand while using the other hand to run a comb or brush 

through it. The gesture can be performed while sitting, standing or lying, with P1 in 

front of and facing P2, behind them and facing the same direction, or to one side and 

facing them. 

 

 

457457



149 – Combing somoene’s hair 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I GROOMING SOMEONE 

Locution nucleus Being concerned for P2’s appearance 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Letting P2 know that he/she is taken care of, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust 

Colloquial rendering “Let me brush your hair” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Informal 

 

 

II EXPRESSING AFFECTION 

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Opening an opportunity to talk intimately,  

Showing affection while maintaining distance 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

53 Pulling on someone's hair  

51 Putting someone's hair behind their ears  
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150 – Leading someone on a leash!

 

150 

LEADING SOMEONE ON A LEASH 

 Fig. 31  

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one or both hands to lead P2 on a leash that is attached to and tied around P2’s neck 

or torso. 

 

  

Fig. 32    Fig. 33 
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150 – Leading someone on a leash!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMONSTRATING LEADERSHIP 

Locution nucleus Controlling someone physically 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution examples Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Prohibiting P2 from leaving P1’s sphere of influence, 

Demonstrating P2’s restricted freedom of movement, 

Making P2 feel abused/dominated, 

Demonstrating the ability to overpower P2 

Register label Derogatory 

 

II EXPRESSING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant as a form of sexual predilection 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Displaying pleasure in dominating P2, 

Stimulating P2 to awaken the desire for sexual action 

Register label Vulgar 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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151 – Touching someone with a weapon!

!

151 

TOUCHING SOMEONE WITH A WEAPON 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one or both hands to hold a weapon, such as a gun, knife or rifle, against P2’s body. 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I DEMANDING MONEY  

Locution nucleus P2 handing over all their money or valuables 

Illocution Ordering 

Perlocution examples Displaying disrespect, 

Informing P2 about the seriousness of the order / situation 

Colloquial rendering “Your money or your life”, “Stick ‘em up” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 
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151 – Touching someone with a weapon!

II THREATENING TO TAKE SOMEONE’S LIFE  

Locution nucleus Being willing to kill  

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Displaying a radical nature 

Colloquial rendering “You’re dead”, “I’ll kill you” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

III EXPRESSING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Controlling someone physically,  

Suppressing P2 to gain temporary power, 

Keeping P2 from defending themselves with counter attacks, 

Making P2 feel abused/dominated 

Colloquial rendering “Put your hands up”, “Don’t move” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Derogatory 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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152 – Pillow fight!

 

152 

PILLOW FIGHT 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 and P2 each hold a pillow or pillows in one or both hands and playfully strike each other 

with the pillow(s). 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

I EXPRESSING GIDDINESS  

Locution nucleus Being playfully aggressive 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Amusing one another,  

Making each other laugh 

Register label Humorous 
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152 – Pillow fight!

II EXPRESSING AFFINITY WITH SOMEONE  

Locution nucleus Being affectionate 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Using the pillow fight as an excuse for close bodily contact, 

Sharing moments of familiarity and trust, 

Enjoying another’s company 

Register label Informal 

 

III DEMONSTRATING DOMINANCE 

Locution nucleus Being dominant 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example With a low level of impact, playfully competing for the physical 

control over the other,  

Suppressing each other to gain temporary power 

Register label Informal 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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153 – Handing someone a present!

!

153 

HANDING SOMEONE A PRESENT 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 holds a gift in one or both hands and extends the arm(s) at the elbow to hand it to P2.  

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS  

Locution nucleus Recognizing someone’s accomplishments 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example Sharing enjoyment over P2’s biographically significant event or 

achievement,  

Marking a special event or occasion 

Interjection “Congrats” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Congratulations”, “Best wishes”, “Happy birthday”,  
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153 – Handing someone a present!

“Happy anniversary” (P1 to P2) 

 

II REVEALING A SURPRISE 

Locution nucleus Wishing to surprise someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Brightening up someone’s day, 

Attempting to please someone,  

Positively influencing someone’s mood 

Interjection “Here”, “For you” (P1 to P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Close your eyes”, “I have something for you”, “I hope you like 

it” (P1 to P2) 

 

III EXPRESSING GRATITUDE 

Locution nucleus Being grateful for something 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 acknowledging that P2 has done something considerate 

Interjection “Thanks” 

Colloquial rendering “Many Thanks”, “Thank you”, “I appreciate it”,  “That was 

nice” (P1 to P2)  

“That’s kind of you” (P2 to P1) 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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154 – Placing a ring on someone’s finger 

154 

PLACING A RING ON SOMEONE’S FINGER 

 Fig. 34 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

While standing face to face, P1 lightly holds P2’s offered hand, open, with the palm 

facing downward and the fingers loosely spread, between the thumb and four fingers 

of a vertical, modified B-shaped hand, palm facing upward.  Simultaneously, P1 holds 

a ring between the thumb and index finger of his or her other hand, held in a modified 

F-shaped position, and slides it onto the ring finger of P2’s hand.  

 

 

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

 

I DECLARING A CHANGE IN MARITAL STATUS 

Locution nucleus A man and a woman being husband and wife according to the laws 

or customs of the place 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples P1 forming a life-long bond between P# and P$, 

Granting societal approval to the inimate relationship between P# 
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154 – Placing a ring on someone’s finger 

and P$, 

P# and P$ each reinforcing their strong commitment toward the 

other person 

Colloquial rendering “!"#$%#&'()*+,-wife”(P1 to P2),  

“./0#,"*1&#,'"#'(#2*31”(P1 to P$) 

Register label Formal 

 

 

II DECLARING AN ENGAGEMENT 

Locution nucleus Wanting to get married 

Illocution Declaring 

Perlocution examples P1 and P2 agreeing to a future marriage, 

Insuring P2 of irreversibility of the relationship, 

Reinforcing a commitment toward the other person, 

Giving a promise for life 

Interjection “Yes” (P2) 

Colloquial rendering “Would you marry me?”, “I want to marry you”, “Be my wife” 

(P1 to P2), Yes, I would” (P2 to P1) 

Register label Formal 

 

 

 

     

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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155 –Kissing an adornment 

!

155 

KISSING AN ADORNMENT 

 Fig 35 

 

EXPRESSION 

While facing each other, P1 holds out one hand with the palm facing downward. P2 bows 

slightly towards the offered hand and with puckered lips either kisses or touches the ring 

representing the status of P1 while lightly holding the offered hand between thumb and the 

other four fingers of a vertical cupped hand, palm facing inward.  

 

 

EXPRESSION VARIANTS 

 Fig. 36 

 

a) With puckered lips and while laying or kneeling 

on the floor, P1 either kisses or comes close to 

touching the shoe or foot of P2, who is standing. 
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155 – Kissing an adornment!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING RESPECT 

Locution nucleus Respecting the reigning pope/king/bishop 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 placing himself/herself into a position below P2 in a given 

hierarchy 

Interjection mpwah (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Your majesty” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Formal 

 

II EXPRESSING WORSHIP 

Locution nucleus Adoring someone 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution example P1 thinking highly of P2  

Interjection mpwah (P1) 

Colloquial rendering “Your majesty”, “Father” (P1 to P2) 

Register label Formal 

 

III DEMONSTRATING POLITENESS OR AWARENESS OF 

SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS  

Locution nucleus Respecting social norms 

Illocution Demonstrating 

Perlocution example Showing one’s good manners 

Interjection mpwah (P1) 

Register label Formal 
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155 –Kissing an adornment 

!

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 

 

 

Related gestures 

For gestures similar in expression see also: 

 

6 Kissing someone’s hand 

28 Kissing someone’s foot 
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156 – Throwing a pie in someone’s face!

 

156 

THROWING A PIE IN SOMEONE’S FACE 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

P1 uses one or both hands to throw a pie in P2’s face and cover it with cream.  Optionally, P3 

holds P2 by the shoulders or arms to keep them from avoiding the pie.  
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156 – Throwing a pie in someone’s face!

MEANING AND USE VARIANTS 

 

I EXPRESSING “SCHADENFREUDE” (Joy at other’s misery) 

Locution nucleus Being happy at other’s misery 

Illocution Expressing 

Perlocution examples Amusing oneself at the expense of someone else,  

Temporarily undermining the position of someone in authority or 

of someone higher in a hierarchy, 

P1 embarrassing P2 

Interjection [laughter] 

Register label Euphemistic 

 

 

reciprocal   

cooperative   agonal 

simultaneous   successive 

symmetrical   asymmetrical 

 

non-reciprocal 

combinable   non-combinable 

aggressive   friendly 
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Index 1 

INDEX 1 

DICTIONARY OF PHYSICAL CONTACT GESTURES 

categorized by sender-based points of contact 

 

 

POINTS OF CONTACT       PAGE 

 

1. HEAD 

 

1.1. Head – Head 

Putting foreheads together      301 

Butting another person’s head      305 

Butting heads        303 

Fluttering eyelashes together      307 

Rubbing noses together        309 

Kissing someone on the forehead      311 

Kissing someone on the cheek       315 

Simultaneously kissing cheeks      319 

Simultaneously kissing lips       323 

French kissing         327 

Nibbling on someone’s ear      331 

Kissing someone’s neck        333 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone’s ear   157 

 

1.2. Head – Upper Torso 

Spitting over someone’s shoulder     337 

Laying a head upon someone’s chest     339 

 

1.3. Head – Arm / Shoulder 

Leaning on someone       343 

Biting someone        349 
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Index 1 

1.4. Head – Hand 

Kissing someone’s hand       351 

Licking someone’s finger      355 

 

1.5. Head – Lower Torso 

 

1.6. Head – Leg 

Laying the head upon someone’s lap     357  

Hiding behind someone       361 

 

1.7. Head – Foot 

Kissing someone’s foot       365 

 

 

2. UPPER TORSO 

 

2.1. Upper Torso – Head 

 

2.2. Upper Torso – Upper Torso 

Rendering someone unable to move     103 

 

2.3. Upper Torso – Arm / Shoulder 

Falling into someone’s arms      369 

 

2.4. Upper Torso – Hand 

 

2.5. Upper Torso – Lower Torso 

Piggy back shoulders       297 

 

2.6. Upper Torso – Leg 

 

2.7. Upper Torso – Foot 

 

2.8. Upper Torso - Body 
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Index 1 

3. ARM / SHOULDER 

 

3.1. Arm / Shoulder – Head 

 

3.2. Arm / Shoulder – Upper Torso 

Joistling someone with the shoulder     273 

Wrapping the arms around another person    275 

Hugging          279 

Squeezing someone from behind      289 

Placing an arm around someone’s waist      273 

Breaking up a fight       291 

Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder     293 

Nudging someone with the elbow     261 

Hugging someone from the back      285 

Rendering someone unable to move     103 

Carrying someone       233 

Leaning on someone       343 

 

3.3. Arm / Shoulder - Arm / Shoulder 

Nudging someone with the elbow     261 

Linking arms        265 

Linking arms and swaying to music     269  

Joistling someone with the shoulder     273 

Carrying someone       233 

 

3.4. Arm / Shoulder – Hand 

 

3.5. Arm / Shoulder – Lower Torso 

Piggy back shoulders       297 

Hugging someone from the back      285 

Carrying someone       233 

 

3.6. Arm / Shoulder – Leg 

 

3.7. Arm / Shoulder – Foot 
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Index 1 

4. HAND 

 

4.1. Hand – Head 

Holding someone’s eyes closed      151 

Enclosing someone’s face with both hands     105 

Covering someone’s head       109 

Turning someone’s head       113 

Stroking someone’s head       117 

Patting someone on the head       121 

Rubbing someone’s head with the knuckles     125 

Making the sign of a cross on someone’s forehead    129 

Placing palms on someone’s head      133 

Acting as if removing someone’s nose      137 

Pushing up someone’s nose       139 

Stroking someone’s cheek       141 

Pinching someone’s cheek       145 

Smacking someone        149 

Holding someone’s mouth closed      155 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone’s ear   157 

Pulling on someone’s earlobe       159 

Holding someone’s ears closed       163 

Putting someone’s hair behind their ears     165 

Combing someone’s hair       457 

Scratching someone’s beard       173 

Lifting someone’s chin        175 

Grabbing someone’s chin       179  

Pulling on someone’s hair      171 

Grabbing someone’s neck       181 

Making as if to strangle someone     183 

 

4.2. Hand – Upper Torso 

Placing a hand on someone’s back     185 

Slapping a coughing person’s back      187 
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Index 1 

Scratching someone’s back      189 

Group hugging         191 

Placing an arm around someone’s waist     237 

Pushing someone        195 

Punching someone        199 

Holding someone at a distance       201 

Holding someone in place      203 

Pulling someone closer       205 

Tapping someone on the chest       207 

Poking someone        209 

Grabbing someone by the collar       449 

Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel    451 

Brushing lint off of someone’s shirt     211 

Manipulating the buttons of someone’s shirt    455 

Touching someone’s breast(s)      215 

Pinching someone’s nipples      219 

Massaging someone       223 

Throwing someone into the air      227 

Throwing someone        231 

Pulling on someone’s clothes      447 

Carrying someone       233 

 

4.3. Hand – Arm / Shoulder 

Tapping someone        69 

Punching someone’s upper arm       73 

Touching someone’s upper arm       75 

Rubbing the arms of someone freezing      79 

Laying a palm on someone’s arm     81 

Clinging to someone’s arm      85 

Laying one arm around the other’s shoulder    87 

Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade    91 

Prodding someone from the back     95 

Shaking someone by their shoulders     97 

Turning someone’s body       101 
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Index 1 

Rendering someone unable to move     103 

Warding off someone’s touch       61 

Linking arms         265 

Dancing          65 

Pulling on someone’s clothes      447 

 

4.4. Hand – Hand 

Handshake         1 

Holding hands         13 

Enclosing someone’s hand with both hands     17 

Laying a palm on someone’s hand     23 

Separating a handshake        11 

Clapping palms        27 

Bumping knuckles       31 

Connecting hands in a group       35 

Pulling pinkies        39 

Passing off a hand        41 

Joining in matrimony        45 

Raising someone’s hand        49 

Leading someone (on stairs)      51 

Guiding someone (in direction)      53 

Helping someone to stand up       57 

Arm wrestling        59 

Warding off someone’s touch       61 

Dancing          65 

 

4.5. Hand – Lower Torso 

Pressing someone’s hipbones       241 

Pinching someone’s behind       243 

Spanking someone’s behind       245 

Grabbing someone’s crotch      249 

Touching a pregnant woman’s stomach     251 

Placing an arm around someone’s waist     237 

Pulling on someone’s clothes      447 
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Carrying someone       233 

 

4.6. Hand – Leg 

Laying a hand upon someone’s leg      253 

Pinching someone’s knee or leg      257 

Pulling on someone’s clothes      447 

 

4.7. Hand – Foot 

Tickling someone’s feet       259 

 

 

 

5. LOWER TORSO 

 

5.1. Lower Torso – Head 

 

5.2. Lower Torso – Upper Torso 

Piggy Back waist        371 

Riding on someone’s back       375 

 

5.3. Lower Torso – Arm / Shoulder 

 

5.4. Lower Torso – Hand 

 

5.5. Lower Torso – Lower Torso 

Piggy Back waist        371 

Bumping hips        377 

Riding on someone’s back       375 

 

5.6. Lower Torso – Leg 

Sitting on someone’s lap       379 

 

5.7. Lower Torso – Foot 
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Index 1 

6. LEG 

 

6.1. Leg – Head 

 

6.2. Leg – Upper Torso 

 

6.3. Leg – Arm / Shoulder 

 

6.4. Leg – Hand 

 

6.5. Leg – Lower Torso 

 

6.6. Leg – Leg 

Nudging someone with the leg      383 

Touching legs         387 

Intertwining legs         391 

Tripping someone        395 

 

6.7. Leg – Foot 

 

 

7. FOOT 

 

7.1. Foot – Head 

 

7.2. Foot – Upper Torso 

Kicking someone        397 

 

7.3. Foot – Arm / Shoulder 

 

7.4. Foot – Hand 

 

7.5. Foot – Lower Torso 
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Kicking someone’s behind      399 

Kicking someone        397 

 

7.6. Foot – Leg 

Resting the feet on someone’s lap      403 

Nudging someone with the foot      407 

Kicking someone        397 

Tripping someone        395 

 

7.7. Foot – Foot 

Touching feet        415 

Stepping on someone’s foot       411 

 

 

8. INDIRECT CONTACT 

Touching someone through glass     421 

Awarding a medal        423 

Pouring water over someone’s head     419 

Cleaning someone’s mouth with a tissue     427 

Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder     429 

Clinking glassware       431 

Drinking with linked arms      433 

Feeding someone        435 

Handing someone a present      465 

Helping someome into their jacket     439 

Taking off / Putting on someone's shoe      441 

Tying someone’s shoelace      445 

Leading someone on a leash      459 

Touching someone with a weapon     461 

Lighting someone’s cigarette      437 

Pillow fight        463 

Placing a ring on someone’s finger     467 

Kissing an adornment       469 

Throwing a pie in someone’s face     473 
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Index 2 

INDEX 2 

DICTIONARY OF PHYSICAL CONTACT GESTURES 

categorized by intended communication 

 

 

GESTURE         PAGE 

 

GREETING GESTURES 

 

Handshake          1 

Kissing someone's hand        351 

Simultaneously kissing lips         323 

Squeezing someone from behind        289 

Hugging           279 

Punching someone's upper arm        73 

Wrapping the arms around another person       275 

Clapping palms          27 

Bumping knuckles          31 

Holding someone's eyes closed        151 

Kissing someone on the cheek        315 

Simultaneously kissing cheeks       319 

 

 

ATTENTION GESTURES 

 

Turning someone's head         113 

Turning someone's body         101 

Grabbing someone by the collar        449 

Shaking someone by their shoulders        97 

Tapping someone          69 

Jostling someone with the shoulder        273 

Nudging someone with the elbow        261 

Nudging someone with the foot        407 
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Nudging someone with the leg        383 

Pulling on someone's clothes         447 

Pulling on someone's earlobe         159 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear     157 

 

 

CONFIRMATION GESTURES 

 

Handshake          1 

Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade     91 

Raising someone’s hand        49 

Clapping palms          27 

Bumping knuckles          31 

Spitting over someone's shoulder        337 

Pulling pinkies          39 

Separating a handshake         11 

 

 

INSTITUTION GESTURES 

 

Passing off a hand         41 

Joining in matrimony         45 

Group hugging          191 

Connecting hands in a group         35 

Placing palms on someone’s head        133 

Making the sign of a cross on someone's forehead      129 

Awarding a medal          423 

Pouring water over someone’s head        419 

Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder       429 

Placing a ring on someone's finger        467 

Kissing an adornment         469 
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CONSOLATION GESTURES 

 

Enclosing someone's hand with both hands      17 

Laying a palm on someone's hand       23 

Stroking someone's cheek         141 

Hugging           279 

Placing a hand on someone's back        185 

Leaning on someone          343 

Laying one arm around the other's shoulder       87 

Laying a palm on someone's arm        81 

Touching someone's upper arm        75 

Covering someone's head         109 

Stroking someone's head         117 

Putting someone's hair behind their ears       165 

Kissing someone on the forehead        311 

 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT GESTURES 

 

Kicking someone’s behind        399 

Prodding someone from the back        95 

Pushing someone          195 

Guiding someone (in direction)         53 

Punching someone's upper arm        73 

Touching someone's upper arm        75 

Nudging someone with the elbow        261 

Nudging someone with the foot        407 

Nudging someone with the leg        383 

Pulling on someone's clothes         447 

Bumping hips           377 

Spitting over someone's shoulder        337 
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AFFECTION GESTURES 

 

Holding hands          13 

Enclosing someone's hand with both hands      17 

Laying a palm on someone's hand       23 

Simultaneously kissing lips         323 

Enclosing somoene's face with both hands       105 

Stroking someone's cheek         141 

Squeezing someone from behind        289 

Falling into someone's arms         369 

Hugging someone from the back        285 

Hugging           279 

Dancing           65 

Pinching someone's knee or leg        257 

Tickling someone's feet         259 

Scratching someone's back         189 

Placing a hand on someone's back        185 

Throwing someone into the air        227 

Carrying someone          233 

Leaning on someone          343 

Laying one arm around the other's shoulder       87 

Placing an arm around someone’s waist       237 

Clinging on to someone's arm        85 

Guiding someone (in direction)         53 

Laying a palm on someone's arm        81 

Clapping someone on the shoulder/shoulderblade      91 

Punching someone's upper arm        73 

Wrapping the arms around another person       275 

Touching someone's upper arm        75 

Resting the feet on someone's lap        403 

Laying the head upon someone's lap        357 

Covering someone's head         109 

Combing someone's hair         457 
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Brushing lint off of someone's shirt        211 

Manipulating the buttons of someone's shirt       455 

Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel       451 

Piggy back waist          371 

Piggy back shoulders          297 

Patting someone on the head         121 

Rubbing someone's head with the knuckles       125 

Stroking someone's head         117 

Putting someone's hair behind their ears       165 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear     157 

Kissing someone on the cheek        315 

Massaging someone          223 

Pinching someone's cheek         145 

Pushing up someone's nose         139 

Acting as if removing someone's nose       137 

Rubbing noses together         309 

Putting foreheads together         301 

Kissing someone on the forehead        311 

Rubbing the arms of someone freezing       79 

Poking someone          209 

Linking arms           265 

Linking arms and swaying to music        269 

Leading someone (on stairs)         51 

Hiding behind someone         361 

Touching a pregnant woman's stomach       251 

Riding on someone's back         375 

Touching someone through glass       421 

Clinking glassware         431 

Drinking with linked arms         433 

Handing someone a present         465 

Placing a ring on someone's finger        467 
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Index 2 

ATTRACTION GESTURES 

 

Holding hands          13 

Kissing someone's hand        351 

Simultaneously kissing lips         323 

French kissing          327 

Enclosing somoene's face with both hands       105 

Smacking someone          149 

Hugging someone from the back        285 

Hugging           279 

Dancing           79 

Touching legs           387 

Laying a hand upon someone's leg       253 

Touching feet           415 

Tickling someone's feet         259 

Spanking someone's behind         245 

Scratching someone's back         189 

Laying one arm around the other's shoulder       293 

Placing an arm around the other’s waist       237 

Resting the feet on someone's lap        403 

Laying the head upon someone's lap        357 

Stroking someone's head         117 

Putting someone's hair behind their ears       165 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear     157 

Kissing someone's neck         333 

Massaging someone          223 

Pressing someone's hipbones         241 

Rubbing noses together         309 

Scratching someone's beard         173 

Putting foreheads together         301 

Fluttering eyelashes together         307 

Kissing someone on the forehead        311 

Touching someone's breast(s)        215 
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Pinching someone's nipples         219 

Grabbing someone's crotch         249 

Placing a ring on someone's finger        467 

 

 

SEXUAL RELATION GESTURES 

 

Licking someone's finger        355 

Simultaneously kissing lips         323 

French kissing          327 

Hugging           279 

Dancing           65 

Intertwining legs          391 

Touching legs           387 

Laying a hand upon someone's leg       253 

Touching feet           415 

Kissing someone's foot         365 

Spanking someone's behind         245 

Covering the mouth while speaking into someone's ear     157 

Nibbling on someone's ear         331 

Kissing someone's neck         333 

Biting someone          349 

Massaging someone          223 

Pressing someone's hipbones         241 

Pinching someone's behind         243 

Fluttering eyelashes together         307 

Touching someone's breast(s)        215 

Pinching someone's nipples         219 

Grabbing someone's crotch         249 

Feeding someone          435 

Leading someone on a leash         459 
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ASSISTANCE GESTURES 

 

Slapping a coughing person's back        187 

Carrying someone          233 

Helping someone stand up         57 

Breaking up a fight          291 

Brushing lint off of someone's shirt        211 

Manipulating the buttons of someone's shirt       455 

Straightening someone’s collar, tie, or lapel       451 

Piggy back waist          371 

Piggy back shoulders          297 

Holding someone's ears closed        163 

Massaging someone          223 

Scratching someone's beard         173 

Rubbing the arms of someone freezing       79 

Cleaning someone's mouth with a tissue       427 

Feeding someone          435 

Helping someone into their jacket        439 

Taking off / Putting on someone's shoe       441 

Tying someone's shoelace         445 

Lighting someone's cigarette         437 

 

 

AGGRESSION GESTURES 

 

Smacking someone          149 

Kicking someone          397 

Kicking someone’s behind        399 

Pushing someone          195 

Throwing someone          231 

Grabbing someone by the collar        449 

Holding someone in place         203 

Shaking someone by their shoulders        97 
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Tapping someone on the chest        207 

Holding someone at a distance        201 

Breaking up a fight          291 

Pulling someone closer         205 

Warding off someone's touch        61 

Jostling someone with the shoulder        273 

Tripping someone           395 

Stepping on someone's foot         411 

Pulling on someone's hair         171 

Holding someone's mouth closed        155 

Biting someone          349 

Grabbing someone's neck         181 

Lifting someone's chin         175 

Grabbing someone's chin         179 

Butting another person’s head        305 

Punching someone          199 

Rendering someone unable to move        103 

Making as if to to strangle someone       183 

Touching someone with a weapon        461 

 

 

PLAYFUL POWER GESTURES 

 

Squeezing someone from behind        289 

Pinching someone's knee or leg        257 

Tickling someone's feet         259 

Kicking someone’s behind        399 

Spanking someone's behind         245 

Carrying someone          233 

Holding someone in place         203 

Punching someone's upper arm        73 

Rubbing someone's head with the knuckles       125 

Pulling on someone's earlobe         159 
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Holding someone's ears closed        163 

Holding someone's eyes closed        151 

Holding someone's mouth closed        155 

Biting someone          349 

Grabbing someone's neck         181 

Bumping hips           377 

Pinching someone's behind         243 

Pinching someone's cheek         145 

Pushing up someone's nose         139 

Acting as if removing someone’s nose      137 

Lifting someone's chin         175 

Grabbing someone's chin         179 

Butting heads           303 

Poking someone          209 

Arm wrestling          59 

Riding on someone's back         375 

Rendering someone unable to move        103 

Pillow fight           463 

Throwing a pie in someone's face        473 

 

 

INDIRECT CONTACT GESTURES 

 

Touching someone through glass       421 

Awarding a medal          423 

Pouring water over someone’s head        419 

Cleaning someone's mouth with a tissue       427 

Placing a sword on someone’s shoulder       429 

Clinking glassware          431 

Drinking with linked arms         433 

Feeding someone          435 

Handing someone a present         465 

Helping someone into their jacket        439 
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Taking off / Putting on someone's shoe       441 

Tying someone's shoelace         445 

Leading someone on a leash         459 

Touching someone with a weapon        461 

Lighting someone's cigarette         437 

Pillow fight           463 

Placing a ring on someone's finger        467 

Kissing an adornment         469 

Throwing a pie in someone's face        473 
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